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by Ashley Hagar
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For some athletes, their season on the LGHS 
track and field team ended with their last meet 
on April 19. With only the SCVAL championship 
and CCS trials and finals left, the team is slowly 
shrinking. Although the team is low in numbers, 
the remaining athletes hope to win their last meets 
of the season. 

The team faced off against Mountain View on 
Mar. 28. All four divisions, boys varsity, girls var-
sity, frosh/soph boys, and JV girls, won the meet 
with scores of 105-20, 83-39, 75-38, and 85-22, 
respectively. Junior boys Masaki Wada-Law and 
Rahul Aravandy, as well as senior Vince Borgese, 
swept the podium for the 100-meter dash with 
Wada-Law running it in 11.41 seconds, Aravandy 
in 11.60 seconds, and Borgese in 11.71 seconds. 
Freshman Dylan Chin won five points for the JV 
girls as the sole JV triple jumper of the meet with 
a personal best of 30 feet and 1/4 inch.

Unfortunately, on April 3, the girls varsity 
team faced a devastating loss against Los Altos by 
only seven points. The boys varsity team, however, 
won the meet with juniors Brendan Cummins 
and Luca Bommarito placing first and second in 
the 800-meter run. Wada-Law won both the 100-
meter dash at 11.09 seconds and the 200-meter 
dash at 22.49 seconds – both personal bests. 
Although the girls lost, many set personal bests 
that day, including senior Erin Moss running the 
100-meter dash with a time of 12.35 seconds and 
the 200-meter dash at 25.54 seconds. Sophomore 
Abby Monti and freshmen Beatrice Mihalache and 
Nicole Krockenberger ran the 400-meter dash at 
57.33 seconds, 1:02.36, and 1:03.54 respectively. 
Junior Karley Massoglia beat her personal best 
in the 1600-meter run at a time of 5:38.6 as well 
as in the 3200-meter run at 12:46.37. Juniors 
Gabrielle Shelton and Skyler McKinnon and 
senior Mary Jones all set personal records in shot  
put and discus.

On April 19, the team traveled to Palo Alto for 
their last dual meet of the season. The LG teams 
won their last meet, making the varsity boys unde-
feated this season and the varsity girls with only 
one loss. For the girls, sophomores Monti, Kiana 
Ward, Christina Wong, and Lauren Lee placed 
top four in the 100-meter dash with times 12.62 
(a personal best), 12.82, 13.18 (a personal best), 
and 13.29 respectively. Senior Lars Atkinson, 
juniors Matt Monti, Max Gurevitz, and Jeffrey 
Edsall, and senior Will Fulton won the top five 
places in boys varsity discus. Wong and juniors 
Michelle Houts and Ashley Hagar swept the the 
varsity girls long jump; Wong jumped a personal 
best of 16 feet 5 inches. 

LGHS hosted the annual CCS Top 8 meet on 
April 21. The boys varsity team tied for fourth 
place with a total of 34 points, the girls varsity 
team tied for twelfth with 16 points. Moss ran a 
personal best of 2:14.29 in the 800 meters, placing 
third. A. Monti also placed third in the 400 meters 
with a time of 57.97 seconds. Wada-Law and junior 
Joey Monti both achieved personal bests of 39.40 
and 39.80 in the 300-meter hurdles, earning them 
second and third, respectively. Wada-Law also 
earned a personal best in the 110-meter hurdles 
with 14.58, which earned him a first place medal. 

The track and field team sent athletes to Palo 
Alto this past Tuesday and yesterday for league 
trials and finals. Next Friday, May 11, the team 
will head to Santa Clara High School for its SCVAL 
meet. CCS trials follow on May 11 and finals on 

by Matt White
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When the 2017 season ended, the Houston Astros were cele-
brating their first World Series title in franchise history. With all 
of their star players back and some big offseason additions, the 
Astros open 2018 as the World Series favorites. However, there are 
many teams challenging the Astros this year with the New York 
Yankees adding Giancarlo Stanton, the Boston Red Sox bringing 
J.D. Martinez to the outfield and the Los Angeles Angels signing 
two-way phenomenon Shohei Ohtani.  

The most intriguing division this year will be the American 
League East, dominated by the Red Sox, Yankees and the Toronto 
Blue Jays. Aaron Boone, who will coach the Yankees in his first 
year as manager, will be leading a young, yet experienced team, as 
the Yankees lost in the American League Championship last year.

Aaron Judge and Gary Sanchez, who both hit over 30 home 
runs last year, will make the Yankees a serious threat for the World 
Series. The Boston Red Sox are also a World Series contender with 
J.D. Martinez helping a team that ranked second-to-last in home 
runs last year. However, the weakness for both the Yankees and 
the Red Sox is their starting pitching.  

The Cleveland Indians are the clear favorites to win the Ameri-
can League Central with their ace Corey Kluber and a stellar bullpen 
in Andrew Miller and Cody Allen.  

The Astros are the favorites to win the American League West, but 
the Angels and Seattle Mariners should also make a playoff run. The 
Angels could potentially be the best defensive team in baseball with 
Mike Trout, Andrelton Simmons, and Zack Cozart. It will be interesting 
to see if Shohei Ohtani can continue to excel on the mound and hit 
as a designated hitter for 60 percent of the games. The Mariners will 
look to end their 16-year playoff drought with a lineup that features 
Robinson Cano, Dee Gordon and Kyle Seager.  

The National League East will likely be dominated by the Washing-
ton Nationals as Bryce Harper plays in his final year of his contract. 
The Nationals are always the best team on paper, but have never won 
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For the most dedicated band members, the end 
of marching season doesn’t put an end to the sport; 
it marks the beginning of the next stage: winter 
percussion. The winter percussion season hits the 
ground running in late November and lasts until 
mid-March, and the LG program packs a lot of 
punch into those few months. 

Two distinct squadrons take the floor in winter 
perc performances: a front ensemble of larger  
percussion instruments — like marimbas and 
chimes — and a drumline. 

This season’s show, consisting of almost six 
minutes of choreographed moves set to memorized 
music, embodied the theme “Spark.” The allegorical 
performance centered around the spark of a new 
idea, which lights attached to props helped convey. 
At the conclusion of the piece, the props flashed 
rainbow lights to symbolize the fruitful coexistence 
of different ideas. 

Allusions to electricity also appeared in the 
show to augment the impact of the theme. Audio 

Track succeeds in season

Swimmers finish league meets and qualify to make CCS
by Bradley Adams
Public Relations Manager

On Mar. 23, the Wildcats competed against their neighborhood rival 
school Saratoga in Falcon territory. JV girls, varsity girls, and varsity 
boys all won the meet, while the JV boys were very close to winning 
with only a one point difference. Two swimmers managed to qualify 
individually for CCS: senior Sydney Brown made her cut time in the 
200 free, 100 free, and 100 back, and sophomore Dylan Hawk in the 
200 IM, 100 fly, and 100 free. Additionally, 12 swimmers qualified in 
one or more relays for CCS. Many students were eager to get to the 
Sadie Hawkins dance later that night, so of the 150 individual swims 
at the meet, 86 swimmers set personal records in an attempt to get 
to the dance sooner.

The following week, LGHS raced against Monta Vista at Monta Vista 
High School. The JV girls and varsity boys came out on top, whereas 
the JV boys and varsity girls lost. In this meet, junior Zach Newton 
qualified for CCS in the 100 back for the first time this season. Once 
again, the swimmers brought the heat when it came to the relays, 
and 20 individuals qualified in a relay for CCS. For the first time this 
season, swimmers met CIF state meet consideration qualifying times: 

MLB utilizes new players and preps for World Series

Brown in the 50 free, Hawk in the 200 IM, and junior Megan Tao in 
the 200 IM. This was overall a strong meet for the LGHS swim team 
with 67 percent of the 133 individual swims being personal records.

While others headed to the beach, the LGHS swim team began its 
spring break facing Los Altos High School at home. Both JV and varsity 
girls won, as well as the varsity boys. Unfortunately, the JV boys were 
not able to score a win for this meet. Many 
swimmers qualified for CCS again this meet, 
including freshman Matt Driscoll in the 50 
free, Tao in the 100 breast, and freshman 
Amber Wilson in the 50 and 100 free. At 
this meet, 24 swimmers qualified for CCS in 
one or more relays. Hawk broke the LGHS 
school record in the 200 free with a 1:40.03, 
which is also an automatic qualification 
time for the CIF state meet and a high 
school all-American consideration time.

During spring break, the Wildcats com-
peted in the Palo Alto Section Challenge at 
Palo Alto High School. At this meet, there 

Winter perc makes finals 

a playoff series in franchise history. However, if Harper has an 
electric season and does well in pitching, the Nationals could be 
a World Series threat. They will have little competition in their 
division as the Atlanta Braves, Philadelphia Phillies, and Miami 
Marlins are in a rebuild phase.  

The National League Central will be competitive with the Chi-
cago Cubs, St. Louis Cardinals, and Milwaukee Brewers all legitimate 
contenders for making the playoffs. The Cubs boosted their starting 
pitching by adding Yu Darvish while the Cardinals added a power 
bat with Marcell Ozuna. The Milwaukee Brewers made some key 
additions with Christian Yelich, Lorenzo Cain and Corey Knebel. 
The biggest question for the Brewers is the starting pitching as 
Jimmy Nelson returns from a shoulder injury.  

The National League West will be extremely competitive between 
the Los Angeles Dodgers, Colorado Rockies, Arizona Diamondbacks, 
and San Francisco Giants. The Dodgers are favored after winning 
100 games last year, but the team lost key players in its bullpen 
and starting pitching. The Rockies and Diamondbacks failed to 
make any big acquisitions over the winter after losing Houston 
Street and J.D. Martinez, respectively. The Giants had an active 
offseason by bringing Evan Longoria, Andrew McCutchen, Andrew 
Jackson and Tony Watson to a team that lost 90 games last year. If 
the Giants remain healthy, the team may make a World Series push. 
(Sources: MLB, ESPN) 

were no new CCS qualifiers in individual events, however, 16 of the 32 
individual swims were personal records.

On April 20, LGHS swimmers raced valiantly against Palo Alto 
High School at home. Although the athletes swam exceedingly well, 
all teams lost except for the varsity boys. Swimmers suited up in tech 
suits to try and get their times for CCS as the season was coming to an 

end. There were many new individual CCS 
qualifications with athletes such as senior 
Abbi Berry in the 200 IM, 50 free, and 100 
back, senior Bruno Boltz in the 50 free, 
senior Paige Fronczak in the 50 free and 
100 free, junior Dylan Condensa in the 100 
fly, Newton in the 100 free, and Driscoll 
in the 100 free. Even though three of the 
four teams lost, it was a huge success for 
the swim team to add many new qualifiers 
to the CCS team.

Make sure to come support the LGHS 
swim team in its future competitions and 
road to CCS, States, and more.

clips sounding like electricity played intermittently 
throughout the performance, and the marchers’ 
choreography included acting electrocuted.

LGHS Winter Percussion’s successful history 
promoted it to the Open competition class this 
season, one step up from the A class in which it 
used to compete. The members debuted in their new 
class at their first competition on Feb. 10 at Dublin 
High School. There, the team earned second place 
with 68.85 points, an impressive standing amongst 
their highly-skilled competitors.

Two weeks later at Cesar Chavez High School in 
Stockton, winter perc racked up 8.65 more points 
for a total of 77.50, a monumental leap in marching 
standards. Clocking in at first place in the visual 
category, LG placed fourth overall.

On Mar. 10, LG headed to Independence High 
School for its next showcase. The group earned 
77.65 points to take sixth place, only five points 
from the top-ranked finisher.

To conclude their season, the winter perc mem-
bers made the annual trek to San Bernardino, home 
of the Winter Guard International circuit regional 
finals. A few hours into the drive, the team had a 
last-minute bonding opportunity as they laughed at 
the fact that they forgot to bring the batteries for 
the light props. The detour to retrieve the batteries 
was worth the wait because Los Gatos garnered 

81.00 points in the semifinal round, enough to push 
them into finals the next day. This score marked a 
turning point for the team, as Los Gatos has never 
before made an appearance at any finals round – in 
neither band nor winter perc.

In the WGI West Power Regional Percussion 
Finals, LGHS accumulated 79.9 total points, plac-
ing last in the round. By no means a defeat, 
this performance inspired the winter perc mem-
bers to strive for success in finals next season; 
senior Anders Rosenquist says the ensemble is 
“finally ready to buckle down and start slayin’  
NorCal Open Class.”   
(Sources: WGI, NCPA, LGHS Music Boosters)

UP HIGH: Boston Red Sox players high-five after making a play against the Orioles.
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DIVE IN: Condensa, Hawk, Boltz, and Driscoll pose for a photo.

CAN’T BEAT US: The winter perc drummers perform at parent night.
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RAISE THE BAR: Jones jumps over the bar during a home meet.
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