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by Sophie Kroesche
News Editor

Ever since the publishing tycoon Joseph Pulitzer 
established the competition in his will in 1917, the 
Pulitzer Prizes annually celebrate accomplishments 
in journalism, literature, photography, music, and 
theater. Judges select twenty-one winners each year 
who deserve recognition for their talent or public 
service. Prize-winner hopefuls can either 
enter their work into the contest in 
up to two categories, or judges 
and other Pulitzer officials 
nominate potential win-
ners from this year. 

Judges in the 
Public Service cat-
egory awarded the 
Pulitzer to The New 
York Times and 
The New Yorker’s 
Ronan Farrow for 
investigations that 
spotlighted sexual 
abuse in Hollywood 
and Silicon Valley. The 
reporting led to a nation-
wide movement, #MeToo, 
and crushed media moguls 
and politicians for their wrongdo-
ings. On the same note, the Investigative Reporting 
award went to the staff of The Washington Post for 
their coverage of Roy S. Moore, Alabama’s Republi-
can Senate candidate. The journalists shed light on 
years of sexual assault gone unpunished, resulting 
in a Democratic win for Alabama.

The Breaking News Photography award honored 
Ryan Kelly of The Daily Progress for his photograph 
of a car driving through a crowd of people in the 

by Reegan McCluskey
Opinion Editor

Every large successful company must adapt 
to modern trends in order to stay relevant. 
Along with changing products or company rules, 
employees can also be replaced in the blink on 
an eye. Within the last few months, Nike lost 
three top ranking executives due to inappropriate 
workplace conduct and hiring practices.

Trevor Edwards, ex-Nike President, began 
his career with Nike in 1992; during his years 
at the company, he became a key member 
who managed the company’s 
worldwide sales and retail. 
Although his dedication 
eventually allowed him 
to become VP of the 
brand, Edwards will 
off icial ly retire 
in August 2018, 
ending his 26-year 
career with Nike. 

Edwards was 
the first to state 
his resignation 
during the time 
a memo, which discussed 
issues of poor workplace 
behavior, circulated 
around the company 
and the media . 
Although the memo 
did not explicitly 
list Edwards in the 
message, reporters 
remained suspicious. A CBS report stated: “Trevor 
Edwards protected male underlings who were 
demeaning to female co-workers.” These nega-

by Hayley Knowlton
People Editor

For many followers of Keeping Up With the Kar-
dashians (KUWTK), Khloe Kardashian’s preg-
nancy announcement was a wonderful 
and happy surprise. Kardashian, who 
has always wanted children, but 
has struggled with relation-
ship and fertility issues, 
was f inal ly preg-
nant. She had been 
cheated on and 
deceived in past 
relationships, and 
she was finally in 
a seemingly stable 
relationship with 
professional basket-
ball player Tristan Thompson. For a while it seemed 
like Kardashian’s life was finally coming together; 
her Instagram feed soon filled with beautiful mater-
nity photos with happy captions. However, all of 
this fell apart shortly before Kardashian gave birth 
to her baby girl.

Charlottesville rallies last year. The crash at the 
white nationalist rally was responsible for Heather 
Heyer’s death and 16 injuries. The photography 
staff at Reuters was commended with a Pulitzer 
for its feature photography covering the Rohingya 
refugees trying to reach the border of Bangladesh.

Not long after Kendrick Lamar lost at the 
Grammy Awards, he took home a historic Pulitzer 

Prize in the only music category this 
year. The thirty-year-old rapper 

is the first artist to win in a 
musical genre other than 

classical or jazz. The 
organization called 
his album, DAMN., 
“a virtuosic song 
collection unified 
by its vernacular 
authenticity and 
rhythmic dyna-
mism that offers 
affecting vignettes 

capturing the com-
plexity of modern 

Af r i can-Amer i can 
life.” The board’s deci-

sion to award him was 
unanimous, said Dana Canedy, 

the administrator of the prizes. “We 
are very proud of this selection. It means that 
the jury and the board judging system worked as 
it’s supposed to — the best work was awarded a 
Pulitzer Prize.” While some composers publicly 
disagreed with the win on Facebook, one of the 
finalists, Ted Hearn, praised the judge’s decision 
and called Lamar “one of the greatest living 
American composers.”
(Sources: NY Times, Pulitzer, Washington Post) 

Near Kardashian’s due date, videos, pictures, and 
information from various anonymous sources arose 

concerning Thompson’s disloy-
alty to Kardashian. First, TMZ 

released a video of Thomp-
son from October 2017, 
when Kardashian was 
already three months 
pregnant with his child. 

In the video, Thompson 
was in between two women, 

kissing one of them and allow-
ing the other to grope him. After 

this video came out, TMZ leaked 
another video of Thompson near his 

hotel with an unidentified woman at 5 am 
on April 8. Apparently, the two were inseparable 

the entire weekend. On April 11, a video surfaced of 
Thompson appearing to kiss another woman at a bar 
in Manhattan. Clearly, Thompson had been cheating 
on Kardashian for over six months, and he continued 
to do so up until the birth of his daughter.

Kardashian gave birth surrounded by her friends 
and family on April 12 in Cleveland to True Thomp-

son, her baby daughter. Anonymous sources say 
she is furious with Thompson, but neither she nor 
Thompson have yet commented on the allegations 
against him. She is clearly focusing on her new 
baby, as she announced the birth on Instagram. In 
her caption, Kardashian added, “Mommy and Daddy 
loooooove you True!” While she may be livid with 
Thompson, she still seems to want him involved in 
True’s life. She is still present on social media, post-
ing pictures for sister Kourtney Kardashian’s birth-
day, but she withholds from giving any information 
about her thoughts on the accusations against her 
boyfriend and baby’s father.

While Kardashian refuses 
to comment on this drama, her 
fans have flooded Thompson’s 
Instagram page with insult-
ing comments. The majority 
of these comments include “I 
hope…” statements, such as “I 
hope you get hit in the ankle 
with a Razor scooter.” Many 
other defenders of Kardashian 
commented that Thompson 

tive accusations from the media helping Edwards 
come to the ultimate conclusion of resigning and 
leaving the company. 

Jayme Martin, Nike’s Vice President and general 
manager for global categories, left the company one 
day after Trevor Edwards announced his resigna-
tion. Unlike Edwards, Nike forced Martin to leave 
the company upon receiving complaints about his 
actions. The company decided that the best action 
was to fire him altogether.

Nearly a month after Edwards and Martin left 
Nike, Antoine Andrews, the Head of Diversity at 

Nike, resigned 
on Apri l  16. 
Andrews decided 
to leave when he 
could not fulfill 
his role to hire 
more women and 

minorities for exec-
utive positions. 

Monique Mathe-
son, Chief Human 

Resource Officer told 
reporters that 
Antoine “failed to 

gain traction” with 
hiring more women and 

minorities to fill senior posi-
tions. Matheson continued to 

say in an interview: “These results 
demonstrate that we need to accelerate 

representation of women and people of color to 
leadership levels within the company.” Matheson 
recognizes Nike’s issues with balance within the 
company and hopes the company will find a solu-
tion shortly.
(Sources: CNBC, NY Times, NY Post)

“broke his daughter’s heart before any other man 
ever could.” Most of these comments appeared on 
his most recent post, which he has since deleted.

The nature of Kardashian and Thompson’s 
future relationship remains uncertain. None of the 
Kardashians or any of their close friends commented 
on these allegations publicly, but it is only a matter 
of time until new episodes of KUWTK come out with 
information on how the family is dealing with this 
situation. Until then, Kardashian has an army of 
fans to viciously defend her. 
(Sources: TMZ, People)

Pollock and Linden recap the Coachella Music Festival
by Madeline Pollock and Sami Linden
Opinion Editor and Graphics Designer

Over the past two weekends, more than 100,000 
music lovers attended Coachella, one of the best-
known music and art festivals. The three-day gather-
ing boasted a star-studded lineup with headliners 
including Beyoncé, The Weeknd, and Eminem. 
Artists such as SZA, Kygo, Tyler, the Creator, Haim, 
Odesza, and Cardi B also performed. 

Beyoncé’s performance garnered the most media 
attention and completely blew the crowds away. 
The two-hour set included a full marching band 
and appearances by Jay-Z, her sister Solange, and 
Destiny’s Child members Michelle Williams and 
Kelly Rowland. Fans enjoyed the event so much, 
they began referring to it as “Beychella,” claiming 
Beyoncé took Coachella as her own and outdid all 
the other artists. 

Although the performance may have seemed 
like just a typical concert, Beyoncé incorporated 
many hidden meanings into the costumes, stage 
design, and audio. Various parts referenced and 
emulated America’s historically black colleges and 
universities, much like the culture she references 
in her album Lemonade. The artist also announced 
that she plans to donate 100,000 dollars to those 
universities. The performance even included part 
of Malcolm X’s speech “Who Taught You to Hate 
Yourself?” as a tribute to the human rights activist. 
During the second weekend, Beyonce kept the same 
core meaning, but showcased entirely new costumes 

Lamar wins the Pulitzer Prize Nike loses executives

and visuals, creating a new experience for the guests. 
Never done before by other artists, this performance 
brought a new feeling to the second weekend.

On the other hand, The Weeknd kept 
his headlining performance all 
to himself, with no 
additional surprise 
guests. He drew in 
the crowds at the 
end of the night, 
singing many songs 
from his recently-
released EP, My Dear 
Melancholy.  Fans 
eagerly listened to 
his melodies after his 
breakup with Selena 
Gomez surfaced on 
the news last year. 

In addition to the 
endless amounts of 
music, Coachella also 
features murals and 
sculptures from up and coming artists. This year, 
attendees saw “Supernova,” a geometric sculpture 
designed by Roberto Behar and Rosario Marquardt 
and NEWSUBSTANCE’s “Spectra,” a seven-story build-
ing featuring a 360 view of the festival and a full 
rainbow of color among many other breathtaking 
pieces. Some other popular favorites returned from 
last year’s event, including Robert Base’s “Balloon 

Chain” and the artistic Do Lab stage. 
Coachella is also commonly referred to as “the 

fifth season” of fashion. Over the past 19 years 
designers and clothing companies have cre-

ated festival-focused collections. Accord-
ing to Anupreet Bhui, senior 

editor for global street 
style at a WGSN, “when 
it comes to Coachella, 
it’s that whole romanti-
cism about having a 
music festival, open 
in the prairies, with a 
flower child look. It’s a 
hippie look mixed with 
grunge elements.”

As an attendee, 
your style must be on 

point. Gladiator sandals, 
metallic bindic tattoos, 
vintage-inspired clothing, 
fringe, and cutoffs are 
Coachella essentials. This 

year, little white dresses 
were a must. Anyone from music lovers, foodies, 
and celebrities were spotted flaunting short white 
dresses of all styles. Crochet was a staple this year as 
well. Crochet tops, two-pieces, jewelry, and purses 
covered the festival. 

This year’s primary color is vibrant, warm, beam-
ing, cheerful, and YELLOW! Yellow lit up this music 

weekend. Whether people sprinkled it into outfits or 
worn the bright hue on its own, it stole the show. 
Logo tees were a must! Any logo met fashion stan-
dards, however Versace dominated when it came to 
t-shirts. Attendees also proved that blazers are not 
just for the office. Paired with cut-off shorts or a 
leather skirt, this business jacket got a whole new 
status. Micro sunnies were a common accessory, 
adequate for the weather and for the “look.”Two-
pieces stole the show! Duos such as patterned tops 
and patterned pants and crops tops and skirts were 
sprinkled into the crowd. As always, gold jewelry 
added an extra touch of sophistication to every 
outfit. Chic fanny packs served dual purposes: 1. A 
chic statement accessory, and 2. A convenient place 
to stash your credit cards and cash. Lastly, attendees 
topped off outfits with bulky, laced boots. 

Naturally, as most music festivals do, Coachella 
was a star-studded event. Models such as Gigi 
Hadid, Kendall Jenner, Winnie Harlow, and Emily 
Ratajkowski strutted their style across the grassy 
fields. Brooklyn Beckham and Charlie Heaton par-
ticipated in the crowds. Kourtney Kardashian and 
Kylie Jenner attended the festival and debuted their 
brother in-law Kanye West’s newest collection. Nicki 
Minaj, Shania Twain, French Montana, Rihanna, The 
Weeknd, Belly, and Nav were in attendance as well. 
Coachella queen, Vanessa Hudgens, sported an array 
of chic ensembles.
(Sources: Elle, Harper’s Bazaar, CNN, Coachella) 
ABC, Variety) 
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