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by Ashley Hagar
Center Editor

On Mar. 5, Arie Luyendyk Jr.’s biggest decision 
of his life just happened on national television. 
After his devastating heartbreak with Emily 
Maynard on season eight of the Bachelorette, 
Arie sought redemption as the franchise’s 
twenty-second Bachelor.

Over the course of an 11 weeks, Arie 
struggled to see a future with any of the women 
from this season and wondered if he would even 
find love on the show. However, at the tail end of 
the season, after telling both of the remaining 
two contestants he loved them and could envi-
sion a future with them, Arie finally came to a 
decision about to whom he wanted to propose 
during the finale in Peru. Arie first broke up with 
Lauren Burnham before he popped the question to 
Rebecca Kufrin. 

While the show first started to premiere, the engaged couple 
struggled to spend time with each other since Arie lives in Scottsdale, 

by Tatum Jenkins
Humor Editor

While lately the media has centered on sexual 
assault in the film and TV industry, one indus-
try that is currently dealing with similar 
accusations is publishing. Author Anne 
Ursu wrote an article for the web-
site The Medium that contained 
dozens of stories of harassment 
stories taking place in publishing 
houses, author events and book 
festivals, and conferences. Ursu’s 
piece did not gain much attention 
until more people started comment-
ing on it and revealing the names of 
those involved in certain cases. 

Names of those accused included 
famous authors such as Jay Asher (13 
Reasons Why) and James Dashner (The Maze 
Runner series). Random House has now refused 
to publish Dashner’s new book and both Dashner’s 
and Asher’s agents have stopped 
working with them. Along 
with Asher and Dashner, 
Caldecott award-winning 
illustrator David Díaz, 
as well as Daniel Han-
dler (famously known 
as Lemony Snicket) are 
also under fire for their 
past actions. For Han-
dler, this is not his first 
time in a controversial light. 
Claims of sexual harassment and 
inappropriate comments date back to 2011 and, 
in 2014, he made a racist joke toward Jacqueline 
Woodson, who became the first African-American 
woman to win a National Book Award for Young 
People’s Literature.

Americanah: Americanah, written by Chim-
amanda Ngozi Adichie, is a novel about Ifemelu 
and Obinze, two young students in love who sep-
arate during their transition into adulthood, each 
moving to different parts of the globe. As Ifemelu 
explores what it means to be black in America, 
Obinze tries his luck in making a living in London. 
However, after decades of being apart, they sud-
denly find themselves back in Nigeria, coming to 
terms with their old relationship. Adichie artfully 
infuses Nigerian culture into this novel as 
it comes alive with descriptions 
of life in Lagos and across 
the ocean in America. 
-Sophie Kroeshe, 
News Editor

Shameless: If 
you’re looking for 
a binge-worthy 
Netflix show that 
envelopes traits 
such as wit, humor, 
and a complex sto-
ryline, Shameless is 
the show for you. The show 
surrounds the Gallagher family, 
six children living together and dealing 
with Chicago inner city life. Shameless is a 
refreshing show that shamelessly and ridic-
ulously exposes the worst parts of being human 
while also proving the importance of family and 
love. While considered a comedy, the show includes 
a lot of profanity including but not limited to 
drugs, alcohol, nudity, and expletives.- Dana Cook,  
Editor-in-Chief

It’s Always Sunny in Philadelphia: FX’s black 
comedy “It’s Always Sunny in Philadelphia” centers 
on five self-absorbed and impulsive individuals 
who own an Irish pub. These depraved ne’er-do-

When talking about the harassment culture 
in the world of publishing, the books editor of 
Oprah magazine, Leigh Haber, commented: “When 

I was growing up in publishing, [sexual 
harassment] was something I felt I had 

to be a good sport about—whether 
banter, innuendo, or something 
more serious.” In a survey con-
ducted by The Bookseller, 54% of 
women and 34% of men working 
in publishing have experienced 
sexual assault while on the 
job. As evidenced by Ursu’s 
article, these occurrences are 
not singular experiences, but, 
in fact, widespread common 

encounters with sexual harassment.
Among those working to make change is 

author Gwenda Bond, who created a petition 
pledging not to attend book or publishing related 
events that don’t have a strict anti-harassment 

code. This pledge is already 
gathering hundreds of 

signatures from people 
in all different parts of 
the industry. As Bond 
writes on her blog, “No 
one should have to feel 
unsafe at an event in the 
children’s lit world. No 
one should feel like they 

can’t speak up or have 
someone to go to if they are 

harassed at an event. And no 
one should be able to get away 

with harassment, no matter how 
much of a big deal they’re considered to be.”
(Sources: NY Times, Publishers Weekly, School 
Library Journal, The Bookseller, Pacific Standard)

wells hilariously sabotage each other for their own 
agendas, as they lack any real capacity for empathy. 
Crossing taboo topics is the norm in this irreverent 
comedy where their morally corrupt schemes know 
no bounds. Even with its simple premise, the witty 
dialogue between the characters is comedy gold. 
Reviewed as “Seinfield on Crack” by Jonathan 
Storm, a writer for the The Philadelphia Inquirer, 
Mac, Dennis, Charlie, Dee, and 

Frank will make watch-
ing worth your while 
as they incessantly 
exploit others for 
their own amuse-
ment and gain. 
-Sam Zukin , 
National Editor

Love, Simon: 
For fans of Simon 
vs. The Homo Sapi-

ens Agenda, no need 
to fear the movie 

adaptat ion!  Love, 
Simon delivers all of the 

insightful, moving mes-
sages about friends, rela-

tionships, acceptance, and 
embracing your identity with bouts 

of humor and originality. The movie 
separates itself from other teen romance 

movies with its ability to reach people of all ages, 
deeper discussion of the coming out experience, 
and wide range of emotion. Plus, the soundtrack 
perfectly lines up with every scene and is filled with 
amazing songs that I guarantee you will be buying 
immediately after seeing the film. No matter how 
you respond to this movie, whether in tears or with 
laughter, you will enjoy every moment of Love, 
Simon. -Tatum Jenkins, Humor Editor

Arizona, and Rebecca in Minneapolis, Minnesota. On the live season 
finale, the truth came out about what had happened during those few 
months right before the show was set to air. 

Even after his entire family agreed that Rebecca was the right 
choice for him, Arie broke Rebecca’s heart only a few months 
after filming their engagement in Peru. This unexpected heart-

break caused the twenty-second season finale to be the most 
controversial one yet. He confessed his love for Lauren 

and told Rebecca how he might have made a mistake in 
proposing to her. The producers of the show filmed 
the breakup scene and aired it unedited. 
Both cameras, one focused on Arie and 
the other on Rebecca, played their 
footage side by side the entire time.

After this dramatic, devastating heart-
break, the network provided the show with 

an extra two hours for a recap of the season with 
Arie, Lauren, and Rebecca. The Tuesday night following 

the airing of the finale, the three met to discuss what had 
happened the day Arie ended it with Rebecca. On the same 
night they met to discuss the past, Arie and Lauren continued forward 

with their relationship when Arie proposed to her in front of a live 
studio audience on national TV. Not only did Lauren receive a 

ring that night, but Rebecca made peace with Arie and 
wished him the best moving forward.

Chris Harrison, host of the Bachelor 
and the Bachelorette, also announced the 

fourteenth season’s Bachelorette during the 
two-hour bonus episode: Rebecca Kufrin. Not only 

did Chris announce Rebecca as the Bachelorette, 
but she also met five men who will be contestants 
on her season. 

 While Arie’s season unfolded over 
the last three months, a spinoff show also aired. 

Much like Bachelor in Paradise, The Bachelor Winter 
Games brought 14 past bachelors and bachelorettes 

from different countries together for a chance to find 
love. The contestants competed in Winter Olympic games (the 

show aired during the Olympics) for a chance to win a date card. 
Only four episodes long, the show included the usual tears, drama, 

heartbreak, and romance. 
(Sources: ABC, Washington Post, People, USA Today)

by Eden Gibson
World Editor

After months of eager anticipation, Marvel’s Black Panther hit 
theaters on Feb. 16, achieving worldwide groundbreaking 
success and becoming the first superhero film to fea-
ture a title character of color. 

Black Panther is the eighteenth film in the 
Marvel Cinematic Universe, or the MCU, a collec-
tive multimedia universe centered around a series 
of superhero films, all of which feature original 
characters from Marvel Comics. The Disney-owned 
media franchise began in 2008 with the release of the 
first Iron Man movie, but the universe has since 
expanded to include over 60 recurring characters. 
Marvel has released a plethora of films over 
the last decade, but fans have never wit-
nessed any movie as revolutionary as Black 
Panther. When Ryan Coogler, Marvel’s first 
African-American director, took the reins 
of the production, he opted for an almost 
entirely black cast, a nearly unprecedented facet in the realm of 
Hollywood blockbusters. 

The film is set in present day in the fictitious African nation 
of Wakanda, a secluded country whose abundance of vibranium, 

an imaginary metal unique to the MCU, has allowed its residents to 
construct a prosperous technological empire disguised as a third-
world country. 

The film begins when the title character, T’Challa, returns 
home after the death of his father, Wakanda’s former king, 

to take his rightful place on the throne. In line with 
Wakandan tradition, T’Challa receives an herb infused 
with vibranium’s power to grant him the superhuman 
capacities of the Black Panther, Wakanda’s protector, 

on the day of his coronation. However, when an out-
sider known as Killmonger challenges T’Challa for the 

throne, the subsequent rivalry puts his powers to 
the ultimate test. 

 Although the film centers around 
Chadwick Boseman’s role as T’Challa, 
the movie also establishes intriguing 
and complex backstories for an abun-
dance of powerful female characters. 
Acclaimed actress Lupita Nyong’o plays 

Nakia, a courageous Wakandan spy and T’Challa’s 
ex-lover, while Danai Gurira portrays Okoye, a fierce warrior with an 
unbridled loyalty to her country. Letitia Wright also stars promi-
nently in the film, portraying Shuri, T’Challa’s genius sister and the 
girl responsible for most of Wakanda’s modern technology. The film 
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highlights both black excellence and female achievement, not only 
providing positive role models for young girls, but enhancing the 
glory, profundity, and pioneering nature of the film as a whole. 

Black Panther fosters an unprecedented atmosphere for a super-
hero movie, amalgamating classic superhero elements with rich 
cultural aspects and promoting greater representation for people 
of color. The movie resonates powerfully with audiences of minority 
backgrounds by featuring an African nation unspoiled by colonial-
ism. By depicting Wakanda as a hub of innovation and technological 
advancement whilst still maintaining elements of African tradition 
and culture, the film excels in a way no other superhero film has. 

The ratings and box office revenues speak for themselves. The 
film boasts an outstanding 97 percent on Rotten Tomatoes and 
produced more than 241.9 million dollars during opening weekend 
alone. On Mar. 10, only 22 days after the film’s release, total world-
wide revenues crossed the one billion mark. The Wall Street Journal 
referred to the film as a “heartfelt epic,” while Common Sense 
Media commended the movie’s “outstanding acting, breathtaking 
art direction, [and] surprising depth.” 

Black Panther’s undeniable success demonstrates that cultural 
representation is not only a lucrative, but imperative aspect of any 
superhero film. Ecstatic fans can only speculate what Marvel has 
in store for its viewers next. 
(Sources: Rotten Tomatoes, CNN, IMDb, Deadline)


