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by Lexi Kupor
Media Production Editor

On Monday, Jan. 7, ABC rescued Bachelor and Bachelorette fans 
from their five month hiatus when Bachelor Colton Underwood offi-
cially kicked off the series’ 23rd season in a three hour premiere special.

Of course, this premiere featured all the typical highlights, 
including intense cocktail party gossip and unpredictable backstories. 
Throughout the upcoming weeks, the thirty contestants will continue 
to reveal their personality quirks to Underwood and face the threat of 
elimination in each episode. 

This season’s contestant introductions surely did not disappoint; 
a horse-drawn carriage, fake Australian accent, and even a sloth 
costume kept viewers entertained throughout the limousine exits. 
In addition, the pool of contestants includes two pageant winners; 
both Miss Alabama and Miss North Carolina, who competed against 
one another for the title of Miss USA, are taking their shot to become 
Underwood’s fiancée. 

At the end of the night, Underwood gave his first impression rose 
to Hannah G., drawing both attention and jealousy to this Alabama 
‘content creator.’ Of the 30 contestants introduced, Underwood only 
guaranteed 23 women another week at the mansion. Among the seven 

by Wilma Wei
Culture Editor

Sugar Puffs or Frosties? 
Chop or Bury Body? Those 
are just a few questions 
viewers of Black Mirror’s new 
episode, Bandersnatch, have 
to choose between. Contrary 
to any ordinary film, this 
episode comes with an inter-
esting twist: it’s interactive, 
giving viewers a chance to 
control what happens. 

The film follows Stefan 
Butler, a young programmer 
who is working on creating 
a video game called Bander-
snatch. As you watch, you 
soon learn that the style of the 
episode is based on Stefan’s 
game which allows the player 
to ”choose their own adven-
ture.” Initially, viewers make 
simple choices, but tension gradually builds as the 
choices you make become increasingly important 
to the plotline. The idea of making the movie 
interactive actively engages 
viewers and tests their abili-
ties to make choices under time 
constraints. As Stefan develops 
Bandersnatch, the choices given 
gradually escalate as Stefan begins 
to question his own reality. As you 
continue to watch, each choice 
puts you on a different path, lead-
ing you to one conclusion out of  
many possibilities. 

Aside from the film’s interactive quality, the plot 
is carefully crafted, starting out simple, then evolv-

ing into complicated and twisted scenarios that 
will even leave you questioning your own reality. 

The simple questions in the 
beginning introduce you 
to Stefan and allow you 
practice making decisions, 
while foreshadowing the 
many choices to come. As 
the plot continues, many 
Easter Eggs are revealed to 
those who are fans of the 
Black Mirror TV Series. 

In addition to the 
unique plotline, the cin-
ematography is haunting 
and echoes the eighties. 
The retro accents in the film 
fully captivate whomever 
is watching Bandersnatch, 
making the episode seem 
real. After its release, 
audiences praised Bander-
snatch for its remarkable 

concept and it has become popular in teen culture 
with many situations in the movie being turned 
 into memes.

Each choice can affect further 
choices and situations that will 
happen, making the watching 
experience unique and personal 
to every single person. As the 
first piece of interactive content 
on Netflix, Bandersnatch has 
paved a new road to a new type 
of entertainment where viewers 
can control the outcome of what 

they watch. As a whole, I would recommend 
anyone to watch Bandersnatch, as the film is a 
unique experience and well worth your time.

sent home was Alex D., who exited her limousine in a full sloth suit. 
Several women were angered at the fact that Catherine, a Florida 
DJ, was kept on the show; she spent the night crafting a 
notorious reputation for herself as she constantly interrupted 
Underwood’s conversations with the other contestants.

Underwood himself is no stranger to the drama of the 
Bachelor/Bachelorette enterprise. 
Last season, he was eliminated by 
Bachelorette and previous 
Bachelor contestant Becca 
Kufrin during the week of 
hometown visits. A pre-
vious relationship with 
Tia Booth, also a former 
Bachelor contestant from 
Becca’s season, only added to this tension. Underwood later 
appeared on Bachelor in Paradise, where he encountered Booth 
once more. The media revealed Underwood’s appointment as 
the next bachelor on Sept. 4, immediately following the dramatic 
termination of his relationship with Booth on the previous night’s 
Bachelor in Paradise episode.

In addition to the usual coverage of the contestants’ intro-
ductions and interactions, the premiere also 
featured footage of Bachelor watch parties in 
Park City, Utah and Lansing, Michigan, the latter 
hosted by Jason Tartick and Blake Horstmann, 
two former fan-favorite contestants from the 

show’s previous season. As if the unpredictability 
of the show itself wasn’t enough, both of 

these parties featured a surprise 
engagement of two couples.

The outrageous amount 
of drama and competition 

already manifested among 
the contestants of this season 

of The Bachelor proves that a precarious 
few months is to follow. Known for its cliffhanger endings and 

teasers, Underwood’s season premiere left loyal Bachelor/Bachelorette 
fans curious to discover the contestants’ fate – but they’ll have to wait 
until next Monday night.
(Sources: ABC, Cosmopolitan, Elite Daily, Insider, Refinery 29,  
Washington Post)

by Ashley Hagar
People Editor

The seventy-sixth annual Golden Globe Awards took place on Jan. 
6 in Beverly Hills. Before the nominations, the Hollywood Foreign 
Press Association (HFPA) announced that 
Sandra Oh and Andy Samberg would host 
the ceremony.

The HFPA invited actors, actresses, and 
other guests to honor and celebrate both 
TV and film. Among the films receiving an 
award was the drama Bohemian Rhapsody 
which won for Best Motion Picture, Drama. 
This film celebrates the band Queen, their 
music, and their lead singer Freddie Mer-
cury. Along with the award for the overall 
movie, cast member Rami Malek, who plays 
Mercury in the film, won Best Performance 
by and Actor in a Motion Picture, Drama.

Telling the story of a pregnant woman in 
Harlem trying to prove her fiancé innocent of a crime is the drama 
If Beale Street Could Talk. The HFPA nominated this film for Best 
Motion Picture, Drama, in addition to director and writer Barry 
Jenkins nomination for Best Screenplay, Motion Picture. Regina 
King won Best Performance by an Actress in a Supporting Role for 

her portrayal of Sharon Rivers in the movie. 
Green Book was another highly recognized film this year. In 

addition to winning three awards, the film was nominated for 
two more awards. Mahershala Ali won Best Performance by an 

Actor in a Supporting Role for his portrayal 
of Dr. Don Shirley; writers Nick Vallelonga, 
Brian Currie, and Peter Farrelly won Best 
Screenplay, Motion Picture, and the film 
itself won Best Motion Picture, Musical 
or Comedy. 

The two hour film Roma follows the sto-
ryline of a middle-class family’s maid in 
Mexico City in the early 1970s. Writer and 
director Alfonso Cuarón won Best Director 
and was also nominated for Best Screen-
play. Cuarón’s story also won Best Motion 
Picture, Foreign Language, for Mexico.

In television, The Kominsky Method 
won Best Television Series, Musical or 

Comedy, while The Americans won Best Television Series, Drama. 
The Assassination of Gianni Versace: American Crime Story, won 
Best Television Limited Series or Motion Picture Made for Television. 
Darren Criss won Best Performance by an Actor in a Limited Series or 
a Motion Picture Made for Television for his role in American Crime 

Audiences interact with Bandersnatch

Colton Underwood returns for a season of the Bachelor

Hagar recaps the 76th Golden Globes award show
Story. Penélope Cruz and Edgar Ramírex 

were both nominated for their perfor-
mances in this series as well.

After years of hosting her own 
show and starring in various tele-
vision shows and movies, Carol 
Burnett won the first-ever Golden 

Globe special achievement award in 
television named the Carol Burnett 

Award in honor of Burnett herself 
for her achievement in the television 

industry. A five-time winner of Golden 
Globes, Burnett reminisced about her 
show and discussed her childhood 
dreams coming true while giving 
her speech. The HFPA established 
the award to celebrate the medium, 
as well as outstanding contributions 
made by an individual to television.

The 2019 Golden Globe Awards could 
not have been exciting, as the night was 

a celebration of fantastic performances in 
film, television and outstanding actors and actresses.
(Sources: CNN, IMDb, Golden Globes, Hollywood Reporter, NBC)
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Editor-in-Chief

Following the release 
of the docuseries Surviving 
R. Kelly, the Grammy-award 
winning singer came under 
fire for sexual assault accu-
sations. Even though this 
docuseries is new, the claims 
against R. Kelly date back 
20 years. 

Kelly married 15-year-old 
Aaliyah at the age of 27 in 
1994, lying about Aaliyah’s age 
on the marriage certificate. In 
2002, Chicago police charged him on 21 counts 
of child pornography. 15 years later, Buzzfeed 
released an article detailing Kelly’s “sex cult,” and 
a year later, Kelly’s wife accused him of physical 
abuse. Now his history of sexual assault has come 
to light in Surviving R. Kelly.

In this six-part series, several women shared 
their stories of abuse, along with words from 
critics, the founder of the #MeToo movement 
Tarana Burke, John Legend, and many others. Two 
episodes focus specifically on his 2008 child por-
nography trial, and another 
two feature recent allega-
tions and parents trying to 
free their daughters from 
his control.

Shortly after the docuse-
ries aired, protestors gath-
ered outside Kelly’s Chicago 
studio, urging authorities to 
investigate Kelly and hold-
ing signs stating “#MuteRKELLY.” Even Kelly’s 
daughter commented on the allegations, calling 
him “a monster.”

In addition to his daughter’s 
statement, many other celebrities 
spoke up, apologizing for work-
ing with Kelly. Lady Gaga, who 
featured R. Kelly in her song 
Do What U Want, remarked, “I 
stand behind these women [in 
the docuseries] 1000 percent...
As a victim of sexual assault 
myself, I made both the song 
and video at a dark time in my 
life, my intention was to create 
something extremely defiant 
and provocative because I was 
angry and still hadn’t processed 

the trauma that had occurred in my own life....I 
think it’s clear how explicitly twisted my 
thinking was at the time.”

Despite the strong evidence against Kelly, 
his lawyer, Steve Greenberg, denied the alle-
gations, declaring, “The allegations aren’t 
true because he never knowingly had sex 
with an underage woman, he never forced 
anyone to do anything, he never held anyone 

captive, he never abused anyone.” Greenberg called 
the series “trash TV” and said it was “disgusting.”

Kelly still has per-
formances scheduled 
and maintains his 
recording deal with 
RCA Records. Radio 
stations all around the 
world are now refusing 
to play his music, and 
people are now calling 
out other music stream-

ing platforms for not pulling his discography from  
their selection.
(Sources: NY Times, NPR, Rolling Stone)

Surviving R. Kelly incites change
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