
by Jamie Blough
Culture Editor

With the season coming to a close, the LGHS 
softball team continues to strive for a memorable 
and successful year. However, their first game of 
the month resulted in a disappointing loss. Play-
ing away against Gilroy, the Wildcats lost 16-6 on 
Tues., May 1. 

The team redeemed itself in its next home game 
against Milpitas. On Wed., May 2 the girls played 
well and the game resulted in an 11-1 win. The 
following game took place away at Santa Clara on 
Mon., May 7. The Wildcats lost this game with a 
final score of 4-1. Varsity played against Monta 
Vista on their home field on Wed., May 9, which 
resulted in a 10-0 LGHS win. Their final game was 
against Watsonville on Sat., May 19. Played on the 
LGHS home field, the game resulted in a 5-1 Los 
Gatos loss.  

The JV team, on the other hand, began the 
month with a strong win. Their first game was on 
May 1 at Gilroy and resulted in a score of 13-1. The 
following away game on Wed., May 2, was against 
Milpitas and resulted in a 15-4 win for Los Gatos. 
The next day, Los Gatos played Milpitas again on 
the LGHS home field. The game continued LGHS’ 

and Mountain View. At the SCVAL meet, these seven schools faced the 
ECAL schools: Cupertino, Santa Clara, Saratoga, Homestead, Fremont, 
Monta Vista, and Wilcox. 

At the meet, athletes tried to qualify for CCS trials by scoring 
in the top six. LG athletes who qualified included Bommarito in the 
1600-meter run, Wada-Law in the 100-meter dash and the 110 meter 
hurdles, A. Monti, J. Monti, Foster, Aravandy and Mihalache all in the 
400-meter dash. Ward qualified in the 100-meter dash, Moss and Cum-
mins both in the 800-meter run, J. Monti in the 300-meter hurdles, 
and Pannell in the 3200-meter run. For the field events, Aristil made 
it into the triple jump and high jump, Jones in high jump, M. Monti 
and Gurevitz in shot put, and Atkinson in discus. The Varsity girls 
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Williams earns male POY
by Ryan Manseau
Sports Editor

He is commonly referred to as Tyler, but by 
night goes by the name of “Biscuits.” He can 
dominate most positions on the football field, 
but is best known for his ability to long snap. 
Senior Tyler Williams played four years of football  
and baseball at a very high level to earn the 
unanimous vote in El Gato’s 2018 player of the 
year selection process.

Williams grew up playing a variety of sports, 
including football, baseball, basketball, and even 
soccer. While he seemed to succeed in all of his 
sports, he narrowed it down to football and base-
ball by the time he came to LGHS.

Williams showed up to freshman football prac-
tice with a leg up on the rest of the team, having 
already played a few years of Pop Warner. For most 
of his time on the field, he lined up at defensive 
end, tight end, and linebacker. But ironically, the 
position that took Williams the farthest was his 
spot as a long snapper on special teams. While 
Williams did excel on offense and defense on the 
football field, he found the most long term success 
on special teams, as he is now committed to play 
this position for Washington State University. Wil-
liams spoke about his opportunity to play sports in 
college, saying: “I always wanted to play baseball 
in college and was a talented long snapper. I never 
thought it was a possibility to play at the next 
level, but I started getting some looks from some 
high level colleges and decided to go for it.” Wil-
liams originally committed to Kansas University 
to long snap, but later flipped his commitment to 
become a Cougar at Washington State.

Williams acted as a swiss army knife on the Los 
Gatos football team in 2017. Playing special teams, 
offense, and defense, Williams saw the field a lot 
in his senior year. Racking up 436 receiving yards 
on 23 catches along with 25 tackles on defense, 

he contributed largely to his team’s success not 
only as a player, but as a leader to his teammates. 

When asked whether he likes football or base-
ball more, Williams said that he enjoys them both 
and doesn’t exactly have a favorite. He commented, 
“Baseball is more intellectual and you need to 
perfect all the small aspects of the game. Football 
is more straightforward, you get to line up against 
the other team and hit them.” 

Williams has had immense success as a pitcher 
on the baseball team. Like football, WIlliams has a 
diverse set of skills on the baseball field. Williams is 
primarily known for his pitching but is also a very 
powerful hitter and a talented infielder. 

While his athletic career at LGHS will soon be 
coming to a close, Williams has certainly made big 
marks in both of his sports, and will also look to 
move forward as an athlete and student at Wash-
ington State next year.

by Ashley Hagar
Center Editor

On May 1, the LGHS track and field team traveled to Palo Alto High 
School for its first day of league finals. Trials took place on Tuesday for 
all running events except the 800-meter run, 1600-meter run, 3200-
meter run, both relays, and finals for all JV and frosh/soph field events. 

On the varsity girls team, sophomore Kiana Ward qualified for 
the 100-meter dash, while senior Erin Moss made it into the finals of 
the 200-meter dash, and sophomores Beatrice Mihalache and Abby 
Monti both moved on in the 400-meter dash. Monti also qualified for 
the 300-meter hurdles. Many varsity boys made it to finals, including 
juniors Joey Monti and Rahul Aravandy and sophomore Vincent 
Fosters for the 400-meter dash, as well as junior Masaki Wada-Law in 
the 100-meter dash and 110-meter hurdles. Aravandy also moved on in 
the 200-meter dash, and J. Monti qualified in the 300-meter hurdles. 
Frosh/soph boys Tucker Green and Samuel Simons both moved on 
in the 100-meter dash and Simons also made it in the 200-meter dash.

May 3 was the league finals for all running events and Varsity field 
events. Moss, Wada-Law, Fosters, Aravandy, Mihalache, Ward, J. Monti, 
A. Monti, along with juniors Gabrielle Shelton, Ashley Hagar, Oliver 
Aristil, Luca Bommarito, Brendan Cummins, Max Gurevitz, Matt 
Monti, and Nathan McCune, seniors Mary Jones and Lars Atkinson, 
sophomore Annika Paylor, and freshman Vivica Pannell qualified to 
run at the SCVAL meet on May 11, as they all finished within the top 
eight at league finals.

Two leagues including the De Anza League (DAL) and the El Camino 
League (ECAL) make up the SCVAL meet. DAL consists of seven schools 
which include Los Gatos, Los Altos, Gunn, Palo Alto, Lynbrook, Milpitas, 

4x100 relay team and the Varsity boys 4x400 relay team also qualified 
for CCS trials and the SCVAL meet.

CCS trials took place last Saturday, May 19, at Gilroy High School 
and finals are today, May 25. To start of CCS trials, the varsity girls 
4x100 relay team qualified for finals finishing in sixth place. Moss 
finished in the top eight in the 800-meter run and will run today 
at finals. Additional athletes who qualified and will compete today 
include A. Monti in the 400-meter dash, Wada-Law in the 110 meter 
hurdles, Aristil in triple jump and high jump, Atkinson in discus, and 
the Varsity boys 4x400 relay team. J. Monti will also compete today 
in the 400-meter dash and the 300-meter hurdles, as he finished in 
fifth and fourth place, respectively, at trials.    
(Sources: Athletic.net, Lynbrook Sports, Los Gatos Track and Field, 
Soquel Track)

BOOK IT: Senior Anna Christjansen turns the corner looking to leave her opponent behind.

SPRINT: A. Monti gives full effort in order to out-run the opposing school’s athletes.

by Nate White
Sports Editor

As the school year concludes, students look 
forward to picking up hobbies for the summer. 
Luckily, the FIFA World Cup pits 32 countries from 
across the globe against each other in stadiums 
throughout Russia from June 14 to July 15. 

FIFA separated the 32 qualified teams into 
eight groups, with four countries in each bracket. 
In Group A, home country Russia managed to 
score the easiest bracket with games against Saudi 
Arabia, Uruguay, and Egypt. However, Uruguay 
appears to be the most likely to take first. The 
team’s strong defense combined with collective 
experience, as well as elite scorers Luis Suarez and 
Edinson Cavani, will likely lead them to success.

Bracket B consists of Iran and Morocco, along 
with favorites Spain and Portugal. Portugal’s star 
Cristiano Ronaldo puts the team in position to 
make a serious run for the title. On the other 
hand, the Spanish team, led by Andres Iniesta 
and Sergio Ramos, raises eyebrows with its talent. 
The team consistently dominates the game, and if 
players are able to put the ball in the goal, Spain 
should make an attempt at reclaiming the cup 
from Germany.

Softball excels all season

CCS finals approach for qualified LG track athletes

A. Hagar

In Bracket C, Aaron Moy and his Australian 
mates could potentially make it out of the bracket, 
but it would be challenging. France is the obvious 
winner of this group and possibly the entire cup. 
The team continues to prove itself a legitimate 
force with Paul Pogba and attacker Antoine Griez-
mann. Peru, Denmark, and Australia will battle 
it out for the second spot, as France is basically 
guaranteed to advance to the next round.

Over in Bracket D, Argentina, Iceland, Croatia, 
and Nigeria will compete. Argentina will likely 
advance without much trouble, but if they want 
to redeem themselves from losing in the previous 
World Cup Final, they will need to improve. Messi 
has to be dominant and players around him must 
step into a supportive role. As for Nigeria, if the 
team solves goalkeeping issues, its talented group 
of players should succeed. Croatia could also make 
a run towards the final behind midfielder Luka 
Modric. The team possesses the talent, but coach-
ing is its biggest problem thus far.

winning streak with an end score of 16-1. JV’s game 
on Mon., May 7, left Santa Clara in defeat with an 
ending score of 11-6. The following Wednesday, 
JV played at Monta Vista and took an impressive 
18-1 win. Taking their first loss of the month, the 
Wildcats were defeated on Thurs., May 10. Santa 
Teresa played away at the Los Gatos field and won 
by a score of 13-8.

Both the JV and Varsity teams are thankful for 
the opportunity to share the success of this great 
season with their teammates. Sophomore Kayla 
Katakis, who plays on the JV team, revealed her 
sadness to see the season coming to a close, saying, 
“I made a lot of friends on the team this year and 
probably won’t be playing with them anymore so 
that’s pretty upsetting, but at the same time I’m 
happy to have been able to make these new friends 
and have this experience.” Freshman Alaana Panu 
is not ready to leave her teammates because “they 
are all so kind and supportive to [her] and [she] 
can always count on them during practices and 
games.” Although players are upset about the 
season ending, the Los Gatos JV and Varsity softball 
teams had very successful seasons overall and can’t 
wait for next year!    
(Source: MaxPreps) HANDS UP: Star scorer James Rodriguez celebrates with the crowd.

QUICK: Williams rushes the quarterback looking to make a tackle.
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World Cup begins in June

In Group E, Brazil poses the toughest competi-
tion led by star Neymar Jr. The team looks to avenge 
its 7-1 defeat in the previous cup. Switzerland has 
yet to appear as a legitimate threat, and either 
Costa Rica or Serbia will likely earn the second seed. 
Serbia contains enough talent to win led by Mitrovic, 
and Costa Rica has proven to be a cinderella team 
in previous cups.

Moving on to Group F, this bracket includes the 
most difficult teams of this year. Defending champ 
Germany look to make another run, and most likely 
will succeed. Germany is still a strong team, even 
with a few doubts regarding goalkeeper Manuel 
Neuer. Mexico is likely to advance with Germany, but 
the midfielders will need to step up as the defend-
ers often do. South Korea poses little competition, 
while star forward Zlatan Ibrahimovic for Sweden 
looks to challenge Mexico.

In Group G, England and Belgium will most likely 
advance to the next round. Panama will enter its 
first World Cup ever, and Tunisia’s multiple injuries 
diminish its potential.

Lastly, in Group H, Lewandowski and Poland 
look to win the bracket. Colombia, led by James 
Rodriguez, also seeks victory. Japan’s coaching 
change sets them up for defeat, while Senegal poses 
no threat to its competitors.   
(Sources: ESPN, FIFA)

LOOKING DOWN: Spain’s star Iniesta prepares for his next move.

LOOKING UP: Brazilian star Neymar Jr. puts a hand up for success.

E. Grasty


