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by Sami Linden
Graphics Designer
 Teaching was always the last thing on Kathleen Wehr’s mind when she thought of her 
future. Ever since her childhood years, Wehr spent whatever time she could working in a dance 
studio as her passion for dance took up most of her life. With constant pressure from her parents 
and a star-student older sister to whom she was always compared, Wehr still put in the hours at 
school. However, she never thought she would succeed in the academic world let alone teach in it. 
 When the time came for Wehr to decide what she wanted to study in college, she immedi-
ately knew she wanted to follow her lifelong passion for dance... 

Meet Some of LGHS’ most INFLuentIal teachers’

by Cole van Miltenburg
Editor-in-Chief
 Ann Jordan, known to her students as “Jordan Sensei” or more fondly as “Senslay,” 
creates an engaging classroom environment that instills students with knowledge per-
taining to Japanese language and culture. Her career as an educator extends back to 
her teenage years, when she began teaching in informal settings while moving back and 
forth between the US and Japan. As a high schooler living in Salinas, she traveled to the 
outskirts of town several times a week to tutor children of Japanese flower growers in 
the area and watch over them while their parents worked in the fields. Several years 
later, she found herself teaching English to Japanese kids at a community center while 
attending college in Tokyo... 

by Abbi Berry
Public Relations Manager
 Many LGHS students know Matthew Holm as the teacher they can typically find 
walking all over Los Gatos. A jack of all trades, Holm has taught English, AP Computer Sci-
ence, Physics, and several other classes at LGHS, but teaching was not in his life plan when 
he left high school. When his middle school principal who told him to pursue engineering, 
Holm spent most of high school with that major in mind. 
 After receiving his undergraduate degree from Cal Poly and then spending five 
years in the field, he decided he wanted something more. A good friend told him to try 
teaching, and he started working at a test prep company, as well as a physics lab at SJSU. 
“As an engineer I didn’t feel like I was adding anything particularly unique to the process… 
But I’ve always had this desire to add something unique to whatever it is I’m doing.”... 
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by Lauren Sanders
Editor-in-Chief
 You may know him by his alter-ego, “Ceranimal,” or his varying Fractured Follies 
appearances, but Erol Ceran’s most important role is in the classroom teaching Honors Eco-
nomics and Intro to Business. Although Ceran is one of the most well-known teachers on 
campus due to his charisma, he did not always pursue a career in education. At the time of 
the  financial crisis while Ceran was on a sabbatical from being an investor, he and his wife 
were living across the street from LGHS Honors Biology teacher Alex Shultz, who inspired 
him to enter the teaching field. At a neighborhood party at Shultz’s house,...

by Jordan Evans
Editor-in-Chief
 While band and orchestra director Michael Pens only interacts with a small portion 
of LGHS students, the impact he has on them is unparalleled. This is Pens’ second year at 
LGHS, and his arrival was most opportune; replacing a director who decimated enrollment, he 
rebuilt the music program in record time with his charisma and genuine interest in fostering 
student success. 
 By instituting the Honors class option and encouraging students to audition for honor 
bands, he continually strives to validate and promote students’ musical talent. Teaching the 
same students for multiple years has given Pens a unique opportunity to “see them grow as 
musicians and as people,” so he can inspire them throughout their high school careers... 

Meet Some of LGHS’ most INFLuentIal teachers

by Dominic Dal Porto
Media Production Editor 
 If there’s one thing that David Homa has, it’s experience. With a background in 
teaching for over 25 years at the high school and collegiate level, as well as an ongoing 
tally of exploring 62 different countries, there’s no doubt he has been around the block. 
Homa brings this vast experience into his classroom in order to enhance his teaching, 
stating: “I feel that it’s really important to bring all the traveling that I do into the class-
room, so it’s not just a picture in the book. It’s what it looks, sounds, feels, and tastes like.” 
 However, Homa appreciates that he does not, and never will, know everything. So, 
for areas outside of his expertise, Homa has students engage in Skype calls with people 
around the globe... 
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by Cole van Miltenburg
Editor-in-Chief
 Ann Jordan, known to her students as “Jordan Sensei” or more fondly as “Senslay,” 
creates an engaging classroom environment that instills students with knowledge per-
taining to Japanese language and culture. Her career as an educator extends back to 
her teenage years, when she began teaching in informal settings while moving back and 
forth between the US and Japan. As a high schooler living in Salinas, she traveled to the 
outskirts of town several times a week to tutor children of Japanese flower growers in 
the area and watch over them while their parents worked in the fields. Several years 
later, she found herself teaching English to Japanese kids at a community center while 
attending college in Tokyo... 
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