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Fuel prices in Zimbabwe skyrocket due to currency inflation
by Alex Niles
Opinion Editor

A deficiency of foreign currency in Zimbabwe recently ground 
its economy to a halt, leaving local industries and fuel importers 
unable to pay foreign suppliers. Both of Zimbabwe’s local currencies 
currently suffer from rapid inflation, and together these economic 
woes sparked widespread unrest and deadly protests throughout the 
country. In response, President Emmerson Mnangagwa’s government 
cracked down by utilizing riot police, internet outages, and doubling 
the state-controlled price of gasoline to nearly $13/gal in hopes of 
easing the fuel shortage gripping the country.  

Zimbabwe’s troubles stem from a shortage of foreign currency which 
began in 2018 and which has also restricted local industry and tied up 
millions in electronic funds held by Zimbabweans. There is not enough 
foreign currency to pay for imports of fuel and raw material needed 

Russia persecutes LGBTQ+
by Quincy Marks
Media Production Editor

Russia has a long history of abuse and hatred 
towards LGBTQ+ members of their society. In 2017, 
Chechnya, a federal subject of Russia, allegedly 
detained and tortured hundreds of gay men. There 
rose an international outcry to stop the detainment 
after one man escaped and was able to tell his story 
about the abuse that the government imposed upon 
him and many others. 

The man remains anonymous for safety reasons, 
but he told reporters that there are three detention 
centers that hold LGBTQ+ citizens. In response 
to the allegation, Ramzan Kadyrov, the leader of 
Chechnya, told reporters that gay people do not 
exist and that “there is no such thing” in Chechen 
society. In an interview with CNN, he also noted 
that LGBTQ+ people are devils and are making up 
the stories of torture. 

At the end of 2017, a man named Maxim Lapu-
nov told his story about how he was kidnapped by 
government officials, claiming, “They would hit me 
until I fell down, let me catch my breath, make 
me stand up, and start over.” Lapunov is the only 
person to come forward publicly about the horrors 
of being an LGBTQ+ member in Chechnya. He spoke 
with the hope that the people who abused him 
would be charged. However, Russian prosecutors 
refused to press charges.  

The Chechen government does nothing to stop 
homosexual abuse, and in some cases, they encour-
age it. Years of harassment has forced the human 
rights organizations in Chechnya to shut down.

Hopes of refuge for LGBTQ+ Chechen citizens has 
dwindled in recent years. In 2017, Canada and a few 
European countries granted refuge to a few hundred 
Chechens. However, there is no escape for these 
citizens who are fleeing from new persecutions. 
Authorities make it nearly impossible for victims PEACEFUL PROTESTS: Members of the LGBTQ+ community speak out.

China-Canada tensions escalate over citizen’s death penalty
by Cooper Bowen
News Editor

A Chinese court sentenced a Canadian man to death in China last 
Monday, Jan. 14, in a retrial of a drug-smuggling case. This decision 
escalates tensions between China and Canada after Canadian officials 
arrested Meng Wanzhou, the C.F.O of the Chinese telecommunications 
giant Huawei, in early December of last year at the request of the US.

China sentenced Robert Lloyd Schellenberg to a 15-year prison 
sentence in 2016, after he was accused of smuggling more than 485 
pounds of methamphetamine from a warehouse in the Chinese city 
of Dalian to Australia. However, Chinese officials reopened his case 
weeks after the arrest of Wanzhou, which was seen by many, including 
Canada’s prime minister Justin Trudeau, as an abuse of China’s judicial 
system in an attempt to pressure Canada for Wanzhou’s release. “It is 
of extreme concern to us as a government, as it should be to all our 
international friends and allies, that China has chosen to begin to 
arbitrarily apply a death penalty,” Trudeau stated.

Later that same day, it was announced by a Chinese spokeswoman 
that a former Canadian diplomat, Michael Kovrig, taken into custody 

by China in retaliation to Wanzhou’s arrest, would not be eligible 
for diplomatic immunity. A senior Canadian government official 
said that Kovrig, while in custody, had been questioned about his 
diplomatic work in China, which is the basis of Trudeau’s stance 
asserting diplomatic immunity. According to the Chinese Foreign 
Ministry, Kovrig entered on an ordinary passport and business visa, 
with a spokesman stating, “I suggest that the relevant Canadian 
person carefully study the Vienna Convention...before commenting 
on the cases, or they would only expose themselves to ridicule with 
such specious remarks.”

Canadian officials arrested Meng Wanzhou, the C.F.O. of Huawei and 
the daughter of the company’s founder, in early December of last year 
at the request of the US Authorities. They gave no reason for what 
prompted her arrest, other than that she was “sought for extradition 
by the United States.” However, Senator Ben Sasse of Nebraska linked 
her arrest to sanctions on Iran. According to Sasse, China has been 
“working to creatively undermine our national security interests, and 
the United States and our allies can’t sit on the sidelines.” He added 
that “Americans are grateful that our Canadian partners have arrested DANGER IN DALIAN: Schellenberg smuggled drugs from the city of Dalian to Australia.

for local industries; as a result, most factories have ceased operations, 
unable to pay foreign suppliers. There is only about $400 million in 
foreign currency in Zimbabwe, which could only cover about two weeks’ 
worth of imports. The shortage of foreign currency also caused bond 
notes, a local currency introduced in 2016, to tank in value. Addition-
ally, electronic money in Zimbabwe depreciated more than $10 billion 
because there is insufficient foreign currency to back it. 

Now, government employees, doctors, and others are demanding 
partial or total payment in US dollars, while many businesses, including 
pharmacies and retail stores, have separate prices for those paying with 
Zimbabwean currency and those paying with US dollars. On the black 
market, where many companies have been forced to turn to procure the 
foreign currency needed to continue operating, US dollars now trade at 
premiums of up to 370 percent over bond notes and electronic money. 

Due to the foreign currency crisis, Zimbabwean importers have 
been unable to purchase enough fuel to meet the country’s demand, 
which has more than doubled for both gasoline and diesel since the 
autumn of 2018. Currently, permanent lines of cars stretch for miles 
at some fueling stations, which often do not receive fuel for days at 

to leave Chechnya by taking away legal documents 
and threatening LGBTQ+ people and their families 
with criminal proceedings. It is especially hard for a 
woman to leave Chechnya. If a man wishes to leave, 
he can just tell his family that he is leaving, but a 
woman needs permission from her family, making 
it hard for her to seek refuge in another country. 

At the end of December 2018, Russian officials 
detained 40 LGBTQ+ individuals and Russian activ-
ists say that at least two have died from torture. 
The 40 people are made up of men and women who 
authorities discovered through a group on a Russian 
social media, VKnotakte. In the group, homosexual 
men communicated with each other. Officials were 
able to get contact information from the group’s 
administrator and began the crackdown. 

As the weeks continue, human rights activists 
will continue to shed light onto the horrible crisis 
in Chechnya.
(Sources: NY Times, CNN, The New Yorker)

the chief financial officer of a giant Chinese telecom company for 
breaking US sanctions against Iran.” Huawei has recently been under 
investigation into whether it violated American trade controls to 
countries including Iran, Cuba, Sudan, and Syria.

China, despite risking its international reputation, has shown no 
signs of slowing down in its fight for Meng’s release. However, the U.S., 
Britain, the European Union, and Australia have all issued statements 
in support of the release of both Canadians.
(Sources: WP, NYT, CTV)

Taliban bombs car in Kabul
by Gabrielle Pollock
Opinion Editor

Late at night on Jan. 14, the Green Village 
area near the airport in Kabul, Afghanistan 
suffered a deadly car bombing. The fatal explo-
sion killed four individuals and left up to 90 
wounded. Officials stated that at least 10 of 
the wounded people were children. A security 
source added that, “It was a powerful car bomb 
that knocked down a wall between Green Village 
and the customs office.”

CRISIS IN KABUL: The bomb denotated near the Kabul airport.

courtesy wikimedia commons

As part of the Afghan Capital, the area 
hosts the country’s election commission, many 
government offices, and aid workers and con-
tractors. Officials believe that Kabul was a target 
due to its vast population of foreigners. 

Although the exact target is not clear, the 
Taliban claimed responsibility for the attack. 
Officials believe that the vehicle detonated 
at a roundabout on Jalalabad Road, therefore 
suggesting that the vehicle hadn’t reached its 
targeted destination. 

A spokesman for Afghanistan’s Interior Min-
istry, Najib Danish, explained how, “Most of the 
victims were civilians...From the 90 wounded, 
23 are children and 12 are women…Dozens 
of residential buildings have been damaged in 
the area.”

This attack also happened nearly a month 
after Trump announced the pulling out of nearly 
7,000 American troops in Afghanistan and the 
resignation of Jim Mattis as secretary of defense. 
While bombing near the Afghan Capital have not 
been as frequent in the past, this is not Kabul’s 
first bombing. 

On Nov. 28, 2018, a suicide truck bombed 
a British security compound on the outskirts 
of the Capital. The hours after were followed 
by gun battle that overall left 10 people dead 
and 19 individuals injured. The Taliban quickly 
claimed responsibility as a spokesman stated 
the attack was aimed at “an important base of 
occupying forces.”

Additionally, on Dec. 24, 2018, a gunman and 
suicide bomber stormeda government ministry, 
leaving 29 dead and 23 injured. The gunman also 
managed to run through the ministry and take 
many civilians hostage. No association or group 
took responsibility for this event. 

As the Taliban attacks become more frequent, 
Kabul is continuing to prepare and protect that 
vital area. 
(Sources: NY Times, Washington Post and Reuters)

a time. Some leave cars parked near stations in hopes of being one of 
the lucky few to snag some fuel on the rare occasions it arrives, and 
many families camp out in the queues. Even though they have priority 
access to fuel, many law enforcement vehicles are nonetheless out of 
commission for the time being. 

In hopes of reducing fuel demand and raising more money to 
increase imports, President Mnangagwa raised fuel prices several 
times and ordered that fueling stations accept electronic money and 
bond notes at official exchange rates. Since those currencies have 
been severely devalued, the government is supposed to provide fuel 
companies with dollars to import more, but it has failed to provide 
enough to meet demand. 

The fuel shortage has also caused widespread unrest in Zimbabwe. 
The lines at refueling stations have become hotbeds of anti-government 
sentiment and violent flare-ups despite the heavy police presence. At 
least twelve people were killed protesting the government’s response 
to the situation. The democratically elected government has blocked 
internet access for much of the country in response to protests.   
(Sources: Reuters, Bloomberg, Washington Post)

GOVERNMENT CRACKDOWN: President Emmerson Mnangagwa brutally quelled violent protests.

THE FIGHT OVER FUEL: The Zimbabwean government hiked up gas prices to $13 per gallon.

AN ECONOMIC PREDICAMENT: Zimbabwe’s currency is so inflated that it’s nearly worthless.
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