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As the 2017-18 school year comes to an end, 
seven LGHS teachers and faculty members will either 
be moving, retiring, or shifting their career plans 
next year. These include instructional coach and 
staff developer Nicole Dalesio, Japanese teacher 
Ann Jordan, golf coach and Special Education 
teacher Jim Marino, school psychologist Stephanie 
Nguyen, band and orchestra director Michael Pens, 
guidance counselor John Benz, and French teacher 
Kim Bergkamp.

During her first year teaching at LGHS in 2001, 
Jordan pioneered the Japanese language program. 
At first she taught only one introductory Japanese 
class along with sections of history and English, 
but over the next decade the program skyrocketed 
in popularity. Jordan quickly became known for 
fostering meaningful cross-cultural conversations 
amongst students while constantly engaging them 
with wit and humor; she eventually went on to 
serve as the World Language department chair for 
several years. Next year, however, Jordan will be 
working part-time for the Japanese Language Educa-
tion Assistant Program (JLEAP), mentoring teacher 
teams across the country. “I’ll be in high schools in 
Ona, West Virginia, St. Paul, Minnesota, Anchorage, 
Alaska, Lincoln, Nebraska, and Pittsburgh, Penn-
sylvania, so I think it will be very interesting and 
eye-opening after 36 years in California schools,” 
she commented. Overall, she is “looking forward to 
doing some traveling with [her] husband, and expe-
riencing a little bit slower pace of life.”  On leaving 
LGHS, Jordan said, “I will sure miss my wonderful 
family of teachers and students.”

Having taught an array of history, P.E., and 
Special Education classes, Marino has an impressive 
and diverse record as a teacher at LGHS. He also 
devoted much of his time to coaching varsity boys 
basketball for 26 years, golf for over 20 years, and 

softball for a few years during his lengthy career. He 
expressed that one of his favorite parts about teach-
ing is having students with whom he later becomes 
friends, and growing close with other staff members 
as well. During his retirement, Marino would like 
to “travel a little bit and play a little more golf,” 
but overall, he said, “I kind of look forward to not 
having to do anything.” Marino’s presence on campus 
will surely be missed by his communities of both 
students and athletes.

While only part of the LGHS faculty for two years, 
band and orchestra teacher Pens has completely 
rehabilitated the music program. Before coming to 
LGHS, Pens taught at Terra Nova High School in Paci-
fica, but after nine years, he was ready for a change. 
He came to Los Gatos and presided over the march-
ing band for two seasons, during which enrollment 
soared. Now, Pens faces a new life change: starting 
a family. He will move to Davis at the conclusion of 
this school year and begin his next phase as a stay-
at-home dad. Calling his departure “bittersweet,” 
Pens noted that “having to leave all these amazing 
students [he’s] been so lucky to get to know” was a 
heart-wrenching decision.

Counselor Benz will be ending his 11-year career 
with LGHS at the conclusion of this school year. 
Initially joining the faculty as a school psychologist, 
Benz transitioned into the Guidance Department, 
where he cherished “helping students navigate 
balance in their lives” in response to mounting pres-
sures regarding college. He will miss “the people that 
[he’s] worked with, both staff and students,” but 
he is looking forward to meeting new people at his 
new job as a counselor at Lake Oswego High School, 
near Portland. In his free time, Benz hopes to pursue 
his filmmaking hobbies amid his new surroundings.

LGHS will feel empty after these talented 
and hardworking faculty members leave, but 
we wish them luck in their future personal and  
professional endeavors. 
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