
by Lauren Sanders
Editor-in-Chief

Some people prefer down pillows, while others 
would rather slumber on a Tempur-Pedic, but it 
is safe to say that nobody wants to use their 
own amputated leg as a pillow. On Sun., Mar. 11, 
Indian school bus driver Ghanshyam swerved to 
avoid a herd of cattle, flipping the bus in what 
became a severe accident.

First responders rushed Ghanshyam to a 
nearby hospital for medical treatment. When his 
relatives came to visit him, they were horrified to 
discover that his amputated leg was serving as a 
headrest for Ghanshyam. “I repeatedly asked the 
doctors to intervene,” Janaki Prasad, a relative 
of Ghanshyam, explained, “but they refused.” 
Eventually, family members left the hospital to 
buy Ghanshyam a pillow at a market close by, 
alleging that the doctors at the hospital ignored 
their requests to find a proper pillow to use in lieu 
of the amputated leg. The situation ultimately 
escalated to the point that Ghanshyam’s relatives 
relocated the patient to a private hospital instead 
of the government-run hospital in Uttar Pradesh 
where he was previously staying.

The hospital, however, alleges that it was not 
the staff, but the relatives who moved the leg 
underneath Ghanshyam’s head. Sadhna Kaushik, 
Head of the Maharani Laxmibai Medical College 
and Hospital in Jhansi, explained that the hos-
pital has arranged a board of investigators to 
analyze the situation. “Strict action will be taken 
if our staff is found at fault,” Kaushik stated, and 
true to her word, the hospital has suspended two 
doctors already. Despite these consequences, Kau-
shik maintained that “one of his relatives placed 
the leg under [Ghanshyam’s] head.”
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Patient uses leg as a pillowNepal suffers airplane crash
by Reegan McCluskey
Opinion Editor

On Mon., Mar. 12, disaster struck Nepal when 
a plane crashed at the Tribhuvan airport. The 
plane was transporting 71 passengers from the 
Bangladeshi capital of Dhaka to Kathmandu, Nepal, 
when miscommunication between the pilot and the 
control tower resulted in a devastating accident. 

As the plane approached the runway, airport 
workers noticed that it was tilted on its side and 
out of proper alignment. This abnormal behavior 
led to a crash that killed 49 passengers, including 
four crew members. 

Emergency services rushed to the crash site and 
pulled passengers out of the blazing plane. With the 
help of emergency personnel, 22 people survived the 
incident. One survivor, Basanta Bohora, recalled the 
terrifying event. He explained to the BBC, “All of 
a sudden the plane shook violently and there was 
a loud bang,...I was seated near a window and was 
able to break out.” 

by Andy Braham
World Editor

Just off the coast of the Indian subcontinent and right above the 
equator lies the small but significant country of Sri Lanka. To most 
readers, this country might occupy a place on a list of “exotic places 
to visit,” which would not be inaccurate. Sri Lanka’s location, environ-
ment, and wildlife all contribute to the nation’s wonder, but it is the 
country’s rich cultural and religious components and turbulent political 
history that make it one of the most fascinating places on earth.

Sri Lanka’s climate is extremely hot and humid. Owing to its 
proximity to the equator, Sri Lanka’s average summer temperature is 
84 degrees Fahrenheit. In the winter, temperatures rarely drop below 
70 degrees. The country brims with lush plant life and booming agri-
culture. In fact, most of the country’s economy is based around its 
natural resources. About half of the country’s economy revolves around 
the production of tea, rubber, rice and coconuts, as well as fishing. 

Technically, Sri Lanka is not an island: it is connected to the 
southern tip of India by a chain of small sand bars. Geographically, 
the country has not only mountainous regions, but plains and dense 
tropical forests. A breathtaking feature of the nation’s landscape is 
its stunning white sand beaches mostly untouched by tourist resorts. 

HOTEL HEIST: Robbers stole millions in jewels from the Ritz. 

After news of the incident surfaced, airlines 
and airports commenced their search for the cause 
of the problem. The US-Bangla Airline’s executive 
officer, Imran Asif, blamed the airport for the the 
catastrophe. He stated that the runway workers 
gave out “wrong signals,” which caused the pilot 
to land on the wrong side of the runway. 

General Manager for Tribhuvan International 
Airport Raj Kumar Chhetri stated: ”The plane was 
cleared to land from the southern side of the 
runway but instead landed from the northern 
side.” Chhetri addressed Asif’s claim about runway 
workers giving wrong cues to the pilot: “Our air-
port control staff are internationally-trained. We 
had over-communicated everything to the pilots. 
We repeatedly asked the pilots to land from the 
correct side of the runway.” 

In order to discover the crash’s underly-
ing cause, CNN interviewed US-Bangla Airlines 
spokesman Kamrul Islam, who stated, “There was 
confusion between the controller and the pilot. 
The black box has been recovered and we are 
waiting for what it shows ... Someone is at fault. 
We will wait for the investigation to decide that.” 
Officials hope to reach a conclusion shortly with 
the information extracted from the black box and 
other devices from the plane. 

Through further inspection, other experts 
attempted to expel confusion over the incident. 
Sanjiv Gautam, the director general of the Nepal’s 
Civil Aviation Authority, explained, “The weather 
was clear. The pilot had minimum five-kilometer 
visibility...We have proof of them confirming that. 
The pilots were not following our instructions.” 
Officials and other investigators are currently 
working to uncover the main cause of the crash.
(Sources: CNN, BBC, CBS)
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Sri Lanka is home to a number of memorable animals, including 
its own subspecies of the Asian elephant, sloths, porcupines, and 
leopards. The country’s excellent biodiversity places it as the 25th 
most diverse location on earth. 

Although Sri Lanka may appear very similar to its neighbor, 
India, the Sri Lankan people hold an entirely different identity and 
unique religious demographics. Unlike India, nearly four fifths of the 
population are Buddhist, not Hindu. The largest ethnic group are the 
Sinhalese people, who speak Sinhalese and subscribe to a particular 
sect of Buddhism called Theravada Buddhism. The Sinhalese have been 
in conflict with the many other groups that make up the other twenty 
percent of the country’s 21 million citizens. Among the minority are 
the Tamil people who speak Tamil and practice Hinduism. Consistently 
throughout Sri Lankan history, these two groups have been in conflict 
with the even smaller Muslim minority, Sri Lankan Moors. Today, Sri 
Lanka still struggles to be a fully integrated multicultural country. 
Muslims have been subjected to prejudice and radical Islamists have 
used the country as a training ground for new tactics. In fact, the 
modern suicide bomber arose from attacks of the Liberation Tigers, a 
radical leftist Tamil group against the Sri Lankan Minority population. 

Colombo, the commercial capital city of Sri Lanka, keeps a relatively 
small population of about 750,000 residents, yet still happens to be 
the largest city in all of Sri Lanka. The administrative capital, Sri Jay-
awardenepura Kotte has an even smaller population of about 100,000.
(Sources: CIA, BBC, Encyclopedia Britannica, Travel.com)
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by John Field
Editorial Editor

Sergei Skripal, a Russian exile who worked as a spy for the UK, 
and his daughter were found comatose on Mar. 4 after coming into 
contact with the nerve agent Novichok. They remain in critical con-
dition as of Mar. 17.

The Soviets developed Novichok, a “fourth generation” neurotoxin, 
about two decades after American laboratories stopped producing 
chemical weapons in the 1970s. The existence remained a secret until 
a Russian whistleblower revealed its existence.

Neurotoxins like sarin and VX are “third generation” nerve agents, 
and Novichok’s abilities go far beyond those. As it is often used in solid 
form, Novichok is undetectable by NATO’s chemical detector paper. 

Inhaled, it nearly instantly causes effects such as muscle spasms, organ 
failure, and foaming at the mouth. Placed on a surface, like a steering 
wheel, it can be transferred around until coming into contact with 
moisture, at which point it can be slowly absorbed into the skin. The 
current theory is that the agent was planted in Skripal’s daughter’s 
suitcase while she was in Russia.

Although an antidote exists, even a chemist working on the project 
who accidentally inhaled Novichok suffered from epilepsy after taking 
the antidote and died only five years after. In most cases, the antidote 
will not save someone from permanent nerve damage. 

Once a person dies, it’s nearly impossible to tell that Novichok was 
the cause of death, and a diagnosis of a heart attack is likely. Because 
of this, it’s possible that this is not the first use of Novichok – it may 
only be the first acknowledged use. The Skripals were unresponsive 
on a park bench with mouths foaming, and his survival and symptoms 
are the only reasons a nerve agent was suspect. A blood test was 
necessary to identify Novichok.

According to Dan Kaszeta, a chemical weapons specialist and 
former advisor to the Secret Service, the survival of the two victims 
was likely due to luck given the lethality of Novichok. Kaszeta says 
that the attack may have failed due to improper delivery or the victims 
washing the agent off their hands; alternatively, the survival could 
have been intentional.

Since Russia is the sole producer of Novichok and controls the 
substance extremely tightly, the UK accused Moscow of carrying out 
the attempted assassination, though it admits that an implausible 
alternative could be that someone else managed to get a hold of the 
substance. Russia denies the claims.

The UK attempted to force Russia to explain itself, but the country 
said it would say nothing without a sample of the nerve agent. Prime 
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LANDING GONE WRONG: The US-Bangla Airlines plane was ravaged.

A SPECTACULAR SIGHT: Sri Lanka’s expansive countryside contrasts with its bustling cities.

The objectively inadequate medical care Ghan-
shyam and his family faced in Uttar Pradesh is not 
entirely uncommon. Government-funded hospitals 
in India tend to be far understaffed, underfunded, 
and lacking in adequate resources. On any given 
day, only a few specialists are available to provide 
medical attention to the millions of patients who 
enter the hospitals, especially in Uttar Pradesh: 
an Indian state with a population of 200 million. 
In India, there is a history of medical negligence. 
Doctors have misused syringes and condoned toxic 
hospitals in the last year, and the evidence of the 
leg pillow only adds to the heap.
(Sources: Washington Post, Channel News Asia)
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Minister Theresa May said that Britain is prepared to take extensive 
measures against what she called “an unlawful use of force by the 
Russian state against the United Kingdom” if Russia is unable to provide 
a satisfactory explanation.

Britain’s Home Ministry said that state-sponsored violence with 
regard to Russia is a large issue and that it would reexamine many 
suspicious Russian deaths on British soil.
(Sources: NY Times, BBC, USA Today, The Sun)

DIPLOMATIC DELIBERATION: President Putin meets with UK Prime Minister Theresa May.

STICKY SITUATION: Russia’s Security Council congregates to discuss the poison dilemma.

courtesy President of Russia

courtesy  wikipedia


