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UK Parliament overwhelmingly votes down Brexit plan
by Esther Sun
World Editor

In a vote of 432 to 202, British Prime Minister Theresa May and her 
Brexit deal suffered a catastrophic defeat in Parliament on Tuesday, 
Jan. 15. This was the largest defeat in history for a sitting government, 
with an overwhelming margin of 230 revealing just how unpopular 
May’s plan was.

Referring to the United Kingdom’s exit from the European Union, 
“Brexit” has garnered much controversy over the past two years after 
Parliament held a referendum in June 2016 to decide whether the 
U.K. should leave or remain in the E.U. The British people voted to 
leave in a vote of 51.9 percent to 48.1 percent, with a voter turnout 
of 71.8 percent. 

Since then, the debate over Brexit has boiled down to May’s ability 
to negotiate a deal with the E.U. that included aspects like citizens’ 
rights, payments to the E.U. that could total more than €40 billion, and 
the controversial “backstop” envisaged to guarantee an open border 
between Northern Ireland in the U.K. and the Republic of Ireland in the 
E.U in the case that future talks fail to yield a free trade agreement.

After the drastically lopsided voting results were announced, Labour 
Party leader Jeremy Corbyn tabled a vote of no confidence in May’s 

government. In the case that Parliament voted against the continu-
ation of the current government, the process would have triggered a 
general election for a new government. However, this did not happen, 
with May’s government surviving the vote by 325 to 306. In response 
to the voting results, May assured members of Parliament (MPs) that 
she would “continue to work to deliver on the solemn promise to the 
people of this country to deliver on the result of the referendum and 
leave the European Union.”

When fighting for the Brexit deal, May previously explained that, 
“What this deal does is that it delivers on the referendum: it delivers 
on sovereignty by ensuring that the Court of Justice doesn’t have 
jurisdiction in the UK any more, it delivers on not sending vast sums 
of money to the EU every year, it delivers on an end to free movement.”

On the opposition, Corbyn has disparaged the deal, describing it as 
“a worst-of-all-worlds deal that works for nobody, whether they voted 
leave or remain. Instead of taking back control, it gives up control. 
Instead of protecting jobs and living standards, it puts them at risk 
by failing to put in place the basis for frictionless trade.”

MPs and other political leaders have proposed opening up a second 
opportunity for British citizens to express their views on the matter, 
after the referendum in 2016. Lisa Nandy, a member of Parliament and 

the Labour Party, called for a citizen’s assembly in the upcoming weeks 
to “make recommendations to Parliament that would help break the 
deadlock,” and Nicola Sturgeon, First Minister of Scotland, declared 
that another referendum was the “only credible option” after May’s 
defeat in Parliament.
(Sources: CNN, BBC, The Guardian, EuroNews)

CLOSE CALL: May survived the vote of no confidence with a difference of nineteen votes.

Saudi Arabian Rahaf Mohammed Alqunun finds refuge
by Quincy Marks
Media Production Editor

On Jan. 11, Canada granted asylum to Rahaf Mohammed Alqunun, 
an 18-year-old Saudi Arabian who was fleeing from  her allegedly 
abusive family. Alqunun’s family was on vacation in Kuwait when she 
escaped and flew to Bangkok, Thailand, where she was denied entry 
and detained in an airport hotel. She barricaded herself in her room 
and opened a Twitter account. 

Alqunun is originally from Hail, a city in Saudi Arabia. Using 
her friend’s credit card, Alqunun booked a flight from Kuwait 
to Bangkok. The Thai government denied Alqunun entry  
into Thailand and kept her in an airport hotel. There, she started  
rapidly tweeting to attempt to gain attention so another coun-
try could grant her asylum. Alqunun greatly emphasized the  
fact that her family would kill her if she was forced to return to Saudi  
Arabia because of her family’s disapproval of her atheism. She  
also tweeted that she refused to come out of her hotel room until 
the United Nations representatives arrived. Soon enough, activists 
and friends started the hashtag #SaveRahaf to bring attention to 
her tweets.

Saudi Arabia’s culture heavily restricts women throughout most 
of their lives. Alqunun told reporters that she suffered physical 
abuse from her family and they tried to marry her off against her  

will. She also spoke to reporters about how her family locked her in a 
room for six months because she cut her hair short. 

Alqunun’s father denied these allegations. The Thai Immigration 
Police Chief Surachate Hakparn told reporters that her father “has 10 
children. He said the daughter might feel neglected sometimes” in 
response to the allegations. Her father also attempted to meet with 
his daughter in Bangkok, arguing that in Saudi Arabia a woman is not 
allowed to travel without a male, so she should be returned to him. 

Although Alqunun’s original goal was to be granted asylum in 
Australia, she chose Canada. Canada and Australia both interviewed 
Alqunun through their refugee process, where she decided that she 
favored Canada. Canada and Saudi Arabia’s relations have not been 
good. In August, Canada’s foreign ministry tweeted at Saudi Arabia 
to release imprisoned rights activists, some of whom are from Canada. 
After the tweets, Saudi Arabia stopped all trade and investments with 
Canada and forced Saudi Arabian students studying in Canada to leave. 

Alqunun is now settling down from the chaos and adapting to her 
new Canadian lifestyle. She told reporters that she is getting used to 
the cold weather and she’s excited to work on improving her English. 
(Sources: NY Times, NPR, TIME)OPEN ARMS: Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau allowed Alqunun into the country.

Bhutan celebrates culture
by Katherine Monsef
Graphics Designer

Bhutan, a country nestled in the space between 
China and India, ranges from 8,000 to 11,000 feet 
above sea level. The tallest unclimbed mountain 
on Earth, Gangkhar Puensum, is the tallest peak in 
the country. With current law prohibiting climbing 
past 6,000 meters, some of the largest mountains 
in Bhutan may go untouched by man. Most impor-
tantly, the Bhutanese people believe that climbing 
to such levels would disturb or upset their gods.

With such an interesting country comes a fasci-
nating national animal. In Bhutan, this hybrid furry 
goat-antelope lives on the Himalayan hillsides. The 
official genetic makeup of this species is unknown, 
but myths suggest that one of the gods put a goat’s 
head on a cow’s body.

Among many other qualities, Bhutan prides 
themselves in having one of the overall happiest 
populations worldwide through their rich culture, 
protection of the environment, and well-respected 
leadership. In an effort to preserve this health 
and prosperity, smoking and selling tobacco has 
been illegal in the country since 1916. As for their 
environment, Bhutan officially banned plastic from 
their country, which started in 2005. Also, because 
of their elevation and isolation, most of the local 
cuisine is prepared vegetarian or with imported 
dried meats.

In the capital, Thimphu, the government 
banned traffic lights, and Bhutan is one of only two 
countries in the world whose capital city does not 
have them. In general, most of the cars purchased 
and driven in this country are electric vehicles. 
Wooden houses and buildings constructed and 
painted in Bhutanese style make up most of the 
structures in this petite capital city. Most of the 
inhabitants practice Buddhism as well. Therefore, 
most of the festivals pertain to religious events 
with dancing, music, and other religious practices.

The Bhutanese king, Jigme Khesar Namgyel 
Wangchuck, keeps an open door policy so that any 
citizen can request a private meeting with him. 
Most of the citizens adore the king and his wife 
due to their humble nature. On special occasions, 
the king can be spotted driving in a completely 

hand decorated and colorful bus, parading around 
the villages.

Due to its environmentally conscious nature, 
Bhutan has a negative carbon footprint. It only pro-
duces 2.2 million tons of carbon dioxide per year, 
which the forests easily replenish with oxygen. 
The country is powered by hydroelectricity from 
the river valleys, and Bhutan can produce so much 
electricity that it sells some of its electricity to one 
of its neighboring countries, India.

The blue poppy, Bhutan’s national flower, 
can be found in the mountain passes. Scientists 
discovered this species of poppy quite recently in 
2017. Although Bhutan seems like an incredible 
wonderland, isolated from the harms of society, 
the government prefers to maintain its status as 
a hidden gem, as Bhutan rarely allows tourists or 
gives out visas. 
(Sources: Himalayan Glacier, Backyard Travel)

by Lexi Kupor
Media Production Editor

On Jan. 14, Israeli divers announced a plan to 
scour the Danube River in Budapest in search of 
bodies of Jewish victims of the Holocaust.

Aryeh Deri, the Israeli Interior Minister, and 
Pinter Sandor, the Hungarian Interior Minister, 
finalized the plan after their meeting in Budapest. 
Deri explained that Sandor “promised assistance, 
support, and technological equipment” to aid 
the search.

The divers leading the search come from the 
ZAKA organization, a voluntary rescue and recov-
ery organization in Israel, who began planning 
the mission three years ago. They are to com-
mence the river investigation on Jan. 15, aided 
by a sonar device capable of reaching depths of 
500 feet. The technology also has the ability to 
scan for objects up to 130 meters away.

When found, the remains are to be brought 
back to Israel to grant the Holocaust victims 
formal burial rites according to religious tradition. 
Deri, an ultra-Orthodox rabbi himself, stated his 
optimism towards the possibility of “[bringing] 
these holy martyrs to a full Jewish burial.” 

In Hungary alone, nearly 565,000 Jews died 

during the Holocaust. While most of these victims’ 
passings occurred at the Auschwitz concentration 
camp in southern Poland, many other victims’ 
remains are expected to be in the Danube River 
today. This is due to members of Arrow Cross, 
a far-right fascist party who came to power in 
Hungary beginning in late 1944. Among the tens 
of thousands of Jews Arrow Cross murdered, large 
numbers were shot near the Danube River, and 
their bodies were never recovered.

In 2005, the Shoes on the Danube Promenade 
memorial opened in Budapest. The monument 
consists of 60 pairs of iron shoes modeled after 
ones commonly worn in the 1940s. Can Togay and 
Gyula Pauer designed and created the exhibit in 
memory of the countless Jews who were shot on 
the banks of the Danube and were often forced 
to remove their shoes beforehand, as they could 
be traded or used by others.

Deri, along with the ZAKA organization, are 
hopeful for their search to come to fruition in the 
upcoming weeks. Although the Holocaust ended 
many years ago, it has left behind a legacy of 
loss, mystery, and martyrdom to last for centuries.
(Sources: The Algemeiner, Arutz Sheva, BBC, 
United Press International, Yad Vashem)

Israel searches for bodies

OPTIMISM IN ISRAEL: Deri hopes to find Holocaust victims using new sonar technology and give them proper burials.

PEAK POINT: Ganghar Puensum is a staggering 7,570m (24981ft).
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