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When the president of Nicaragua, Daniel 
Ortega, announced on Wed., April 18, that there 
would be changes to the Social Security program, 
thousands of civilians voiced their discontent. 
Protests immediately began to form in Managua, 
the nation’s capital. The new plan would force 
employees to contribute 7 percent of their salary 
to social security, as opposed to the original 6.25 
percent. In addition, people would receive 5 
percent less of a pension after retirement. These 
changes were supposed to go into effect starting 
July 1, 2018. University students and retirees 
alike joined together to protest the government 
and the changes. 

By Thursday, riots spread into many cities out-
side of the capital. At the Polytechnic University 
in Managua, students took over the campus to 
protest. Hundreds of people became thousands, 
and soon police forces showed up to tackle what 
has become the largest uprising in Nicaragua since 
the civil war 30 years ago. 

While the protesters did not initially use 
violence, they began to set fires and throw rocks 
later on. Police responded by using tear gas 
and firing rubber bullets. The violence damaged 
many streets and buildings, and many protesters 
suffered injuries. 

According to various sources, between 10 and 
30 people died amidst the violence. In response to 
the deaths, President Ortega made an announce-
ment Sun., April 22, scrapping the initial Social 
Security adjustments. He explained, “[Nicaraguan] 
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Protests ravage NicaraguaParaguay elects new leader
by Maddi King
Sports Editor

On Sun., April 22, Mario Abdo Benítez won 
Paraguay’s presidential election. Benítez heads the 
ruling Colorado Party and received 46.5 percent of 
the ballots, tallied from 21,000 polling stations 
according to electoral officials. Abdo Benítez’s 
rival, Efrain Alegre of the Authentic Radical Liberal 
Party, earned 42.7 percent of the votes. Eight other 
candidates trailed far behind, including President 
Horacio Cartes’ preferred successor, Santiago Peña.

The win will expand the Colorado Party’s dom-
inance in Paraguay; the party has led the country 
with only a single four-year interruption since the 
mid-twentieth century. The win also signifies a 
rightward shift occurring in South American coun-
tries including Argentina, Brazil, Peru, and Chile, 
where conservative and center-right leaders have 
defeated socialist parties in recent years.

by Thomas Petroff
People Editor

Between the Bay of Bengal and the South China Sea lies Thailand, 
a Southeast Asian country known for its unique Buddhist culture, 
incredible beaches, and incomparable cuisine. 

Throughout the country, there are roughly 35,000 Buddhist temples 
where thousands of Thai people come to meditate, worship, and find 
a connection with the Buddha. Wat Phra Kaew is the most popular 
temple in all of Thailand, located in the capital city of Bangkok, one 
of the largest cities in the world with 8.2 million people. The temple is 
within the Grand Palace, where the King of Thailand holds ceremonial 
events. The Dusit Palace, also in Thailand, is where the King handles 
more private matters with his associates. Inside Wat Phra Kaew is 
the Emerald Buddha, which was carved from a single block of jade 
during the fifteenth century. The temple and Grand Palace together 
are cultural and ceremonial centers for the people of Thailand to 
commemorate the past and present. 

In terms of weather, Thailand is especially different. While most 
countries typically undergo four seasons a year, Thailand divides the 
year into three seasons: cool, hot, and rainy. The weather is hottest 
during the months of April and May, before the country approaches 
the rainy season. 

HOTEL HEIST: Robbers stole millions in jewels from the Ritz. 

Benítez will begin his five-year term on Aug. 
15 of this year. Both candidates were conservatives 
who promised to back a gender parity bill that 
would help pave the way for a more prominent 
role for women in politics, oppose the legalization 
of abortion, same-sex marriage, and sexual educa-
tion, and strengthen Paraguay’s judiciary in order 
to make the country more attractive to potential 
foreign investors. 

While Paraguay has one of the fastest-growing 
economies in the region, the country still strug-
gles due to an abundance of poverty, inequality, 
and corruption. Benítez promised to boost the 
country’s agricultural exports and continue cur-
rent President Cartes’ business-friendly policies. 

Benítez is the son of Alfredo Stroessner’s pri-
vate secretary. Stroessner ruled the country as a 
dictator from 1954-1989, ascending to power after 
a military coup in 1954. During a Colorado rally 
in Asunción two weeks before the election, the 
president-elect defended his father’s example and 
the Colorado Party’s legacy, saying, “It’s the party 
that has built this country.” With the population 
of Paraguay standing at 7 million and the median 
age at 25, many voters did not experience the 
oppression of the dictatorship. On the day of the 
election, Benítez visited his father’s mausoleum, 
located directly next to Stroessner’s.

After results were announced, Benítez prom-
ised “unwavering commitment” to his role, stating, 
“we have built a project that touched the heart 
of the people and that seeks unity for Paraguay.” 
(Sources: NY Times, The Guardian, BBC, The 
Washington Post)

COM: Thailand houses exquisite temples and cuisine
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Phuket, a province in the southern tip of Thailand, has a variety 
of famous beaches, including Patong Beach and Karon Beach that can 
reach temperatures of 90 degrees during the summer. Additionally, 
off the eastern coast of Phuket lies Thailand’s second largest island, 
Koh Samui, that has some of the most beautiful beaches in the world. 

When touring the country, travelers can’t help but notice the 
food shacks and restaurants that surround them. Thai food requires 
some of the most precise cooking techniques in the world, as it takes 

into account five flavors as a means of balancing taste: sweet, salty, 
bitter, sour, and spicy. In addition to this, Thai food requires a myriad 
of spices and herbs – including ginger, lemon grass, and ground star 
anise – that are combined in a variety of different ways to produce 
something authentic and flavorful. Dishes such as Pad Thai and Khao 
Soi incorporate many of these ingredients. 

Thailand’s unparalleled scenery makes it a place worth traveling to. 
Its religious influence and culinary features draw in people from across 
the globe who sheerly want to learn more about Thailand’s culture. 
(Sources: Samujana, Into Asia, Amazing Thailand, Schwartz)

courtesy wikipedia

by Sam Zukin
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On April 21, Kim Jong-Un suspended all nuclear testing and closed 
one of North Korea’s current missile sites as well as six previous sites 
where they conducted weapons tests. There was no mention of perma-
nently ending their nuclear program, but instead placing a temporary 
freeze due to Kim Jong-Un’s belief that North Korea’s nuclear weapons 
are already effective. President Donald Trump tweeted his response 
moments after Pyongyang made the announcement: “North Korea has 
agreed to suspend all Nuclear Tests and close up a major test site. This 
is very good news for North Korea and the World — big progress! Look 
forward to our Summit.” According to the Wall Street Journal, Trump 
also allegedly told Kim Jong-Un that economic sanctions will only be 
lifted after the country ends its nuclear program. 

The outcome of Kim Jong-Un’s statement shocked people around 
the world. He decreed, “From April 21, North Korea will stop nuclear 
tests and launches of intercontinental ballistic missiles,” the state-
run Korean Central News Agency reported. “The North will shut down 
a nuclear test site in the country’s northern side to prove the vow to 
suspend nuclear test.” 

Hostility grew between Washington and Pyongyang last year due to 
Pyongyang’s nuclear testing and Kim’s threatening the United States. 
Last November, Pyongyang tested an intercontinental ballistic missile 
that could possibly reach the continental United States. 

North Korea’s government spends 22 percent of its total finances 
on the military, yet it provides few resources for its large population 
of impoverished citizens, many of whom live on less than 1,700 dollars 
a year. After gaining power in 2011, Kim Jong-Un wanted to follow 
a strategy called byungjin, which called for the rapid improvement 
of the economic power of the country and an increase in the nuclear 
stockpile. Now, Kim only wants to focus on restoring its economy. 

On April 27, Kim Jong-Un met with Moon Jae-in, South Korea’s 
president, after months of negotiation and pressure by China and the 
US. Both leaders stated that their goal is to denuclearize the Korean 
peninsula. Kim Jong-Un also stepped into South Korea, a first for a 
North Korean leader since 1953. They also drafted the Panmunjom 
Declaration, which calls for the end of nuclear weapons in both Koreas 
and establishes their respective roles in that process. Both plan to 
negotiate a peace treaty to put an official end to the Korean War. Even 
though there was a cease fire between the two Koreas, the hostility 
and tension still remains. Every country involved in the conflict must 
sign this particular treaty, including China and the United States. 

President Donald Trump and Kim Jong-Un are to meet so they can 
discuss thawing the tensions of the bilateral relationship between 
North Korea and the United States. “North Korea suspending itsf-
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PARAGUAYAN PRIDE: Election day evokes nationalistic sentiments.

A STRIKING SCENE: Wat Phra Kaew lies in the heart of Bangkok, the capital of Thailand.

representatives are ready to go back to the discussion 
table,” and continued to say that “[the government] 
has to establish order.” 

By the following Tuesday, police released many 
of the protesters whom they had detained the previ-
ous week. The police were accused of holding them 
captive and using beatings and other violent forms 
of torture. Many others also criticized the methods 
used in an attempt to control the riots. 

While the announcement calmed some protesters, 
others continued to voice their opinions about the 
government. The protest emboldened many citizens, 
who are now more willing to speak out against the 
country’s leaders. The violence did die down within 
the cities, but tension still remains between busi-
nesses, civilians, students, and the government. 

Other countries also took an interest in the 
matter, and a representative from the United States 
State Department called for a peaceful resolution. A 
spokesperson for the United Nations Human Rights 
Office stated that they would be investigating the 
deaths that occurred during the protests. 
(Sources: CNN, NY Times, Aljazeera, BBC, Washington 
Post, NBC)
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nuclear and intercontinental ballistic missiles is a welcome move, 
but it’s important for the president and others not to overstate its 
significance,” Mintaro Oba, a former Obama State Department official 
who worked on North Korean affairs, explained. Trump will also make 
clear his demands for Kim Jong-Un regarding economic sanctions and 
the nuclear arsenal.
(Sources: Vox News, The Washington Post, CNN, The Guardian)WEAPON OF MASS DESTRUCTION: North Korea tested a ballistic missile in November 2017.

RECONCILIATION: Moon Jae-in expressed his desire to mitigate tensions with North Korea.
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CULINARY CREATIVITY: Authentic Thai food often features a unique combination of flavors.

courtesy pixabay


