
score. “How will I get into Har-
vard if I haven’t cured cancer, 
abolished communism, and 
mastered kung fu?” you ask. 
Wow, you’re so right. Better 
step up your game. While 
you’re at it, you should 
learn to play the bagpipes 
and decipher hieroglyph-
ics. Colleges love that kind 
of variety. 

Youth group: You say 
you’re a child of God, but 
I’ve seen many a Snap story 
that would beg to differ. 
Nothing gets you more lit 
than immersing yourself in 

the word of the Lord – except 
Saturday night ragers. Unfortu-

nately, the verses of scripture in your Insta bio 
don’t cleanse your soul of your weekend sins. 

Visiting family: You truly cherish your trips 
to Kansas every July to visit your dearest Grand-
mammy and Pop-pop. You feel most in tune with 
your inner hillbilly when you wear your dusty over-
alls from seventh grade and head out to the corn 
field for some early morning cow milking. We know 
you wanted to go to Great America this summer, 

but why settle for mediocrity when 
you can purchase yourself a season 
pass to the local rodeo! Your favorite 
food is Kentucky Fried Chicken with 
a dash of white privilege, and nothing 
excites you more than the phrase “we 
have the meats.” Your grandma always 
tells you to “find a girl like your cousin 
Sally.” It’s statements like these that 
remind you why you don’t live closer 
to your relatives.
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Child scrambles to create gift
by Jamie Blough
Culture Editor

Although I’m sure most of you have already 
finished your Mother’s Day celebrations for this 
year, I know a few of us are still scrambling to 
make up for our lack of gifts. If you are one of 
these people, or if you have already started brain-
storming ways to make next year’s Mother’s Day 
even more special, this article is exactly what 
you need. Avoid spending hundreds of 
dollars on a panicked, last-minute 
shopping spree by following these 
easy DIY gift ideas!

Children’s handprint accesso-
ries: This gift can be presented in a 
variety of ways: on a hand towel, in a 
painting, as a bowl, etc. Instead of spending 
money replicating and shrinking your hand-
print to look like a child’s, simply walk around 
a family-friendly Los Gatos neighborhood and see 
how many kids will agree to stick their hands in 
a bucket of concrete, paint, or mod-podge. This 
gift kills two birds with one stone, consider-
ing it will scare the suburban moms out of 
taking their dogs to “do their business” on 
your front lawn or knocking on your door 
at 5PM screaming, “Where’s your mom??? It’s 
HAPPY HOUR!!!!!” 

Cardboard cut-out of your college sibling: 
Your mom has been missing her first-born and 
obviously superior child since she left for college, 
so the best gift you could possibly give her is the 
replacement of you with her. But since [insert 
name of pretentious, almost Ivy League university 
here] just could not survive without them, this 
is impossible. The second best way to fulfill your 
mom’s only wish is to go to your local Office Depot 
and print out the largest, most realistic cut-out of 
her favorite child. 

Pick flowers out of your neighbor’s yard: 
Picture this: it’s the night before Mother’s Day and 
you promised your sibling you would take care of 
the flowers but, to no one’s surprise, you forgot. 
It’s 11PM, meaning Bunches is undoubtedly closed, 
Safeway is desolate, and it’s past curfew. Because 
picking from your own yard would be painfully obvi-

ous, your only option is to venture 
into the yard of your nextdoor 
neighbor. Game plan: wait until 
at least 2AM to be certain that 
everyone is asleep, gather all 

the black and camouflage 
clothing you can possibly 
find in your house – DIY 
if you must – break out 
the knee-high boots from 
your mom’s 2008 Catwoman 

Halloween costume, and tie 
your hair back. Prepare for 

the biggest challenge of your life. 
Implement as many somersaults and 
poorly executed cartwheels into 

your mission as possible to trick 
yourself into thinking you put 
way more effort into this gift 
than you actually did. It will be 

pitch-black outside, so just feel 
around for what seems the prettiest and 

hope for the best. Worst case scenario, you end up 
with weeds and tell your mom it’s a boho trend that’s 
“totally in right now.”

Remember, your mom will love you no matter what 
you get her, so don’t overstress. With that in mind, 
however, this is your one chance all year to show 
her you may just be the better child, so don’t mess 
it up. Follow these three easy steps to present the 
most professional and least expensive gifts you can 
and she will forget all about your 2.80 GPA!

Your vacations define you 
by Tatum Jenkins and Eden Gibson 
Humor Editor and World Editor

The way you spend your free time is 
one of the biggest indicators of your true 
character. It’s easy to fabricate a dis-
guise during the school day, but once 
the clock hits 2:10, what lies beneath 
your feigned persona? You don’t know? 
Well, before you have an identity 
crisis, listen up, because we have the 
answers. Our omnipotent minds have 
converged to address the pressing 
question: what do your summer 
plans say about you?

Camping: For a self-pro-
claimed frontiersman, you sure 
spend a lot of time crying when-
ever you’re away from your mom. 
Sorry, but your manly, rugged facade can’t 
hide your tears. The tents aren’t soundproof. 
Beneath those hiking books and outdoorsy musk 
lies a gentle spirit and grieving soul. Maybe you 
venture into the wilderness to try to escape 
your desolate, monotonous life and unrelenting 
sorrow. Or maybe you just like the scent of pine.  

Educational camps: You’re so dedicated to 
your academics that you just had to fill up your 
summer with more school. You’re constantly 
juggling a wide array of activi-
ties, from your multivariable 
calculus seminars to sundry 
internship programs to the 
trip to Venezuela that really 
“opened your mind,” accord-
ing to the college essay you 
wrote. But beneath your overly-
driven, tightly wound guise, you 
simply long for affection and 
validation. Oh, and a perfect SAT 

Comic depicts possible Tech Museum prom catastrophe

Grasty recommends exciting ways to spend your gap year
 by Erin Grasty
 Media Production Editor

Seniors – are your plans to travel the world during your gap year 
beginning to fail? Juniors – are you unsure of whether college is right 
for you? For those looking to take a gap year after high school, here 
are some spontaneous and exciting ways for you to spend it:

Work at a stapler factory: No, I don’t mean go work for Staples. I 
truly mean work for your local stapler factory. Graduating high school-
ers who enjoy hands-on activities or even dream of becoming engineers 
should definitely try volunteering, interning, or working at a stapler 
company. You can watch the satisfying process of machines bending 
thin wire to be staples and then walk over to the dumping area to 
listen to the ASMR-like sounds of the sprinkling of individual staples. 
Most people aren’t familiar 
with the anatomy of 
a stapler, so 

anyone working in a factory that specializes in making staplers 
must be pretty special. The only downside to the job is you probably 
wouldn’t be able to use the typical “I accidentally stapled my finger” 
excuse to go home.

Spend the year tracking and meeting celebrities: Celeb track-
ing can be a grueling, yet rewarding, task. By analyzing his or her 
Instagram, Snapchat, and Twitter, you can quickly establish the daily 
whereabouts of your target celeb. Once you finally see them, you can 
pretend to bump into them and say how honored and blessed you are 
to have met them. However, the better tactic to connecting with your 
celebrity of choice is to pretend you don’t know 
who they are. Casually bump into the celebrity 
and spark up a casual conversation about how 
you love their outfit. That way you can establish 
an natural friendship right from the start.

Your goal of finding celebrities isn’t just to see 
them from across the room or get a selfie with them. It 
isn’t enough to have a quick conversation or silly banter 
with them. You’re aiming for a restraining order with a 

separation distance of at LEAST 100 yards. If you don’t go 
full send, then what’s the point?

Raise an animal: Dogs and cats are mundane pets. If 
you’re going to spend a year raising this thing, it might 
as well be an interesting animal. For example, I’d rec-

ommend getting an alpaca or a capybara. The alpaca is 

slightly more practical for taking on walks and hikes, but the capybara 
would be super convenient to have as a lap-rodent.

Also, screw adopting your pet a few weeks after its birth. Adoption 
doesn’t form an immediate life-or-death bond with an animal. Your 
pets aren’t truly yours unless you’ve been with them since the day 
they were born. It isn’t the real deal unless you get down and dirty 
in the barn assisting the mother of your future companion’s birth. So, 
make sure, if you really want to raise an animal, you search 
for the pregnant mother far in advance.

With these three ideas in mind, go seize your gap 
year to try something new, amazing, and much 

cooler than all the students in college.
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