
At the time of this publication, on Janu-
ary 25, the current partial government shut-
down over a 5.7 billion dollar border wall is 
on its 30th day. Over 800,000 workers have 
missed their first paychecks, and if the shut-
down continues for another week, the costs 
to the economy will far surpass the price of 
the proposed wall itself. This shutdown is 

an ineffective way of solving political disputes, and hurts far more 
American workers than it could possibly help.

The current shutdown arose when the White House and Congress 
failed to agree on the inclusion of 5.7 billion dollars in the annual 
spending bill for a wall between the border of the US and Mexico. This 
is the third and longest shutdown of Trump’s presidency, and highlights 
partisan divides on the issue of immigration. House Democrats argue 
that a border wall would be both ineffective and expensive, while the 
President claims a wall is necessary for strong border security. While 
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The government 
shutdown has had hor-

rible consequences for 
people across America, 
but most people don’t 
realize the horrific 
effects it has brought 
to our National Parks. 

Endangered species are dying, humans are putting 
animals in future danger, and the lack of proper 
maintenance are just some of the issues that the 
parks are currently facing. There should be regu-
lations in place during government shutdowns to 
ensure that these parks remain protected. 

The reason that the government shutdown has 
had such drastic effects is that only “essential 
staff” remain at the parks, and the parks remain 
open. This means only a few park rangers continue 
working with pay, while the rest don’t get paid. In 
addition, this implies that the govern-
ment does not believe that everyone 
working at a National Park is essential 
or needed. However, the current state 
of our National Parks disputes this 
claim, and shows how important the 
maintenance of our parks is.

The combination of the National 
Parks being open and the drastic loss 
of workers creates dire circumstances 
for the the ecosystems in the parks. For 
example, in Joshua Tree National Park, 
people have cut down protected Joshua Trees. 
These trees grow slowly, so those that were cut 
down will likely not grow back for almost 100 
years. In addition, the Joshua Tree is currently 
being reviewed to be put on the endangered 
species list. Not only did people cut down the 
protected trees, but they also camped in illegal 
areas. People are even making new roads in parks, 
as there is no one to stop them. 

Joshua Tree National Park is just one of many 
examples of a park experiencing terrible conse-
quences from the shutdown. In many parks there 
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By definition, femi-
nism promotes the 
equality of the sexes. 
Nothing less, noth-
ing more. But in an era 
characterized by social 
turmoil, disjunctive gov-
ernment, and political 

polarization, feminist calls for equity often become 
misconstrued. Most recently, Republican 
affiliates have taken to outrage tac-
tics – attempting to delegitimize 
feminism by dubbing it a futile, 
radical movement dedicated to 
trivial causes. 

After GraphicSpring released 
a statement in early December 
claiming that almost 25 per-
cent of people believed Santa 
should be rebranded as female, 
numerous conservative-leaning 
media outlets, including Fox News, 
began picking up the story. Accord-
ing to Odyssey, “the idea stirred up 
a mess of fury on social media, with 
many users taking the opportunity 
to bash “liberal snowflakes.” But 
here’s the thing: not a single woman was actu-
ally up in arms about Santa’s gender. As Odyssey 
revealed, “Not one participant came up with or 
produced by themselves the idea of a gender-neutral 
Santa - it was offered to them as one of three options 
as to how they would “rebrand” Santa as a modern 
figure.” Nonetheless, the story ignited a profusion 
of anti-feminist sentiment, insinuating an attack 
on social mores and “traditional American values” 
by the left. 

This isn’t the first time that news outlets that 
cater to conservative viewers have attempted to 
turn public opinion against progressive agendas. 
The same concept can be applied to false rape 
accusations – which, despite being incredibly rare, 
seem to generate unrestrained male rage towards the 
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feminist movement, as though women are striving 
for male subjugation by baselessly accusing men in 
power. According to the BBC, “The FBI has put the 
number of ‘unfounded’ rapes - those determined to 
be false after investigation - at 8 percent.” But as 
we’ve unfortunately witnessed innumerable times in 
the past few years, the power of irrefutable statistics 
often pales in comparison to that of misplaced and 
overblown outrage. 

Feminism has bigger things to worry about than 
a bearded holiday character. Consider the pervasive 

lack of education for young girls 
across the world. Men walking 

away from rape convictions after 
serving mere weeks in jail. The 
modern-day slavery afflicting 

the millions of young women 
trapped in the sex traffick-
ing industry. The lack of 
representation for women 
of color, disabled women, 
and transgender women 
in Hollywood. These are 
issues worth feminism’s 

time and effort. 
In a world that often 

tries to cast female plight as 
a laughable issue, indigna-
tion at comparatively min-
iscule instances of gender 

inequality is an unaffordable luxury. When it comes 
to issues like the dress on female restroom signs or 
the supposedly problematic lyrics in “Baby It’s Cold 
Outside,” we simply can’t afford to waste our time. 
If we give opponents of feminism even the smallest 
reason to resent the movement, they will. Would 
it be nice to live in a world in which women can 
address relatively small yet pertinent problems with-
out facing virulent backlash and ridicule? Certainly. 
But until that day comes, feminists must focus on 
widespread, consequential issues, reaffirming the 
movement’s one and only core ideal in the process: 
equality regardless of gender. 
(Sources: Crisis Control Group, BBC, Variety, Wired, 
Human Right First, Odyssey)

is a growing sanitation issue. With the decreased 
staff, there is no one cleaning the bathrooms and 
taking out the dumpsters. The lack of cleanliness 
in bathrooms causes an issue for people visiting 
the parks, and can attract animals. Most bath-
rooms in parks are now closed, but people are 
finding other places to go, which is just as bad. 
The trash can also attract a lot of animals. A lot 
of National Parks have dealt with animals being 
dependant on human trash in the past and, with 
trash cans overflowing, this problem is becoming 
relevant again. 

The decrease of workers in parks has also led 
to concerns about people visiting the National 
Parks. Currently, visitor centers and buildings 
in National Parks are shut down. People are not 
being charged to enter the parks, and this has led 
to an overwhelming number of visitors. However, 
the safety of these visitors is not guaranteed. 
If a trail or road is shut down, there is a strong 
likelihood that visitors won’t know about it, and 

could hurt themselves trying to go on 
a hike that is shutdown. Also, normal 
hikes that aren’t shut down still pose 
a threat, as a simple fall could end in 
a broken arm, or worse. The decrease 
of staff means that if someone was 
to hurt themself on the trail, they 
would not receive the help they need 
and could be stuck there. 

The National Parks Conservation 
Association is recommending that 
during the shutdown people don’t 

visit the parks, and instead volunteer their time 
to help out once the shutdown has ended. In 
addition, if someone for some reason needs to 
go to a park, they should practice the “leave no 
trace” policy. All of this could be avoided if there 
were more regulations in place for when there is 
a government shutdown. For example, if there was 
more people being paid to continue working, or 
if parks were mostly closed. The state of disaster 
that our National Parks are currently in is unac-
ceptable, and action must be taken. 
(Sources: CNN, NPCA, NWF, Vox)
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Most decent people in the Bay Area 
would agree that it is morally right to 
respect the people who serve them. How-
ever, as an employee at a grocery store 
specializing in high prices, organic pro-
duce, and Amazon affiliations, I witness 
many customers behaving in an unneces-
sarily hostile manner toward employees 

trying their best to help them. Unsurprisingly, the Bay Area retains 
a relatively small assortment of residents who utilize employees as 
objects to pour their frustration upon.

After a long day at work, adults who patronize supermarkets in 
the evening usually long to be anywhere else besides that crowded 
store. As a result, many of these tired customers decide to take out 
their anger on the team members and cashiers, including myself, 
who aim to serve them. Not only does this apply to grocery store 
employees, but iterations of this same scenario occur with any person 
who works in retail, a support center, or a company help hotline.

Acknowledging that valid complaints are beneficial for compa-
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nies, I still cannot condone customers acting rude to employees 
who try to accommodate the consumer’s every need. Recently, a 
co-worker of mine was helping a customer check out her groceries 
when the customer suddenly snapped, yelling at my co-worker to 
stop asking so many ques-
tions. As customer 
service workers, 
it’s our job to ask 
questions so that we 
can help customers to 
the best of our abil-
ity. Consequently, when 
people are unresponsive 
or unfriendly, we can’t per-
form our jobs well. 

Because we’re all normal, flawed individuals, 
it’s hard to be cheerful throughout the duration of a long shift. 
However, as a paid employee, I know that it’s my job to be positive, 
supportive, and responsive to customer needs. When a customer 
matches that behavior, the interaction proceeds smoothly and 
respectfully. Whether my co-workers and I are trying to scan and 

bag groceries at lightning speed or are diplomatically dealing with 
a customer who believes there are ghosts roaming the vitamin 
aisles, we appreciate when people are considerate, kind, and social. 
Conversely, just a few bad customers can negatively affect the rest 

of an employee’s shift.
While not all employees are wonderful and desire to help 

their customers, unless an employee has done something truly 
rude to a customer, patrons should aim to reciprocate a friendly 
and considerate attitude. If a customer has complaints about 

a subpar product, they should act with civility 
and allow employees to help them to the best 
of their ability. The more hostile a customer 
is, whether at a store, at an airport, or on the 
phone with a customer support agent, the less 
likely a customer service worker will be to offer 
quality help. 

None of this information should be profound, shocking, or 
relatable to most of the population. However, as a consumer and 
participant in the local economy, help out your neighborhood cus-
tomer service employees by being constructively critical, responsive, 
and considerate.

Shutdown highlights partisanship, gridlock in Fed. Gov.
this fight rages on, there are direct negative effects on not only federal 
workers, but nearly every American citizen.

Because this is only a partial government shutdown, 75 percent 
of the government continues to have funding. 
However, that leaves over 800,000 workers either 
furloughed or working without pay. Unlike 
members of Congress or the Trump 
administration, many of these 
workers live paycheck to pay-
check. Bills don’t just stop coming 
when the government shuts down; 
school, rent, healthcare, childcare, 
and more need to be paid for by 
these workers. I am in favor of a 
healthy debate over issues like 
border security, but this shutdown 
is not that.

Congressional Republicans do not escape blame either. Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell has refused to call a vote on the many 

spending bills that have passed the House and that would reopen the 
government. The Republican party has the power to end this shutdown, 
but have chosen instead to sit on the sidelines and force talks between 

Democratic leaders and President Trump.
Disappointingly, the president has rejected 

bipartisanship in order to accomplish one of his 
central and most memorable campaign assurances. 

Meanwhile, Americans are suffering 
each and every day this shutdown 
drags on. Polls show that the majority 
of Americans, around 56 percent, do 
not support a southern border wall, 
and 55 percent of Americans blame 
President Trump more than Congres-

sional Democrats for the shutdown itself. 
This data clearly shows that Democrats are backed by 
popular opinion; President Trump must recognize this 

and agree to compromise, possibly even by abandoning his 
campaign promise of a concrete border wall.

by Cooper Bowen
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