
by Lauren Sanders and Dana Cook
Editors-in-Chief

As a quaint suburban town in the optimal loca-
tion of Silicon Valley, Los Gatos is a hot spot for 
homeowners. Better yet, the local schools are some 
of the most acclaimed public schools in California, 
making it extremely attractive to families with 
young or teenage children. In fact, LGHS seems 
to be so popular that even families in the same 
district opt out of their assigned public school, 
Saratoga – an equally acclaimed institution – and 
take advantage of intra-district transfers to ensure 
that their students can attend LGHS. The district 
refuses to divulge the number of students who 
transfer from Saratoga to LGHS.

But LGHS, in all of its glory, is not an inexhaust-
ible resource. Our buildings cannot hold an infinite 
influx of students. Our parking lot cannot maintain 
space for an ever-increasing population of cars (and 
believe it or not, most students cannot feasibly 
bike, walk, or otherwise independently propel 
themselves to school). Our teachers cannot be in 
dozens of places at once, stretched thin over unman-
ageable numbers of students. Even now, teachers 
are finding that their classrooms are reaching  
maximum capacity. 

DeLynne O’Toole, an LGHS AP Calculus AB 
and BC teacher, has one class of 37 students in a 
classroom that is meant to hold only 30. O’Toole 
explains that “it is much harder to get kids to come 
back as one unit and focus [when there are that 
many students in the room].” O’Toole is a veteran 
math teacher and always devotes countless hours 
and energy to her students. She finds that “it is 
less efficient and more hectic” to have such a large 
class size and still maintain the same focus and 
effectiveness. And the student population of LGHS 
is only growing. 

According to the California Department of Educa-
tion via the California Longitudinal Pupil Achieve-
ment Data System, from the 2013-14 school year 
to the 2016-17 school year, the overall population 
of LGHS increased by over 200 students. Sophomore 
honors English and AP Computer Science teacher 
Mike Bollhorst shares his concern about the gap 
in the number of students at LGHS compared to 
Saratoga: “There were significant efforts made to 
equalize the class size numbers, but Saratoga is 
still smaller. . . We don’t have space. We have lots 
of teachers sharing rooms, lots of teachers moving 
around, and not having a classroom that’s their 
own.” He agrees that this cramped atmosphere 
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LGHS should limit the amount of entering student transfers
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makes it more difficult for teachers to do their best. 
With already increasing class sizes on top of the 
construction of the North 40 housing development 
and other new real estate, the number of students 
flowing into LGHS will cause the school to burst at 
the seams. 

Part of what makes LGHS so desirable to families 
is the fact that it has unique resources and very 
qualified faculty. However, an increasing influx of 
students, along with the acceptance of students 
whose homes are in Saratoga High School’s bound-
ary, will spread these extraordinary resources too 
thin. The California Department of Education reports 

toga, but choose to switch schools. While there is a 
policy that allows students in the Los Gatos Saratoga 
Union High School District (LGSUHSD) to transfer 
between LGHS and Saratoga, many more students 
come to LGHS from Saratoga than vice versa. The 
administration and district must consider changing 
this policy, or putting it on hiatus until the comple-
tion of the new building or until the populations of 
LGHS and Saratoga High are more equivalent and 
proportional, in respect to campus size through 
number of available classrooms. 

As Bollhorst said, LGHS “is overall a pretty 
healthy and good place for students to be and that 

who wish to reap the benefits of LGHS attempt to 
circumvent the regulations that uphold the very 
purpose of public schools: to serve their immediate 
geographic community. 

Contrary to schools that receive funding based 
on population size, LGHS has a set income based 
on homeowner taxes in Los Gatos. This means that 
funding does not increase with the school popula-
tion. Bollhorst commented that “every kid who 
comes in who shouldn’t be here, that’s a negative 
impact,” as it takes away resources from the stu-
dents whose guardians rightfully pay to fund the 
school. Students who attend LGHS but do not live 
in the Los Gatos High School boundary siphon off 
money paid by rightful landowners in the town. It 
is unfair that they do not contribute to the school, 
yet still take advantage of the dwindling resources 
available on campus.

Students and their families have been known to 
provide the addresses of relatives who live in Los 
Gatos in order to evade the requirement of living 
in the Los Gatos-Saratoga District to attend LGHS. 
They are not ashamed of it, either; it is not unheard 
of for a new transfer to divulge that he or she used 
a relative’s address on the transfer application 
despite the fact that the student does not live with 
those relatives. However, the fault lies less with 
the fraudulent families than it does with the lack 
of thorough investigation by the LGHS administra-
tion. In an interview with an anonymous LGHS 
student, they explained that when transferring, the 
administration required them to sign several legal 
documents saying they reside in the district, but 
“never checked for any type of legitimate proof” 
beyond signatures. The student went on to explain 
that they “meet someone almost every day that’s 
not in the district.” 

If it is common knowledge among LGHS students 
that certain people attend the school illicitly, then 
the administration has very little excuse to remain 
inactive and blind to these deceitful practices, as 
the information would be readily available given a 
dedicated investigation. Regardless of whether a 
student honestly applies to transfer to LGHS despite 
a Saratoga address or if a student provides a fraudu-
lent Los Gatos address, LGHS administration should 
severely restrict the number of transfer students who 
add to our already enormous population.
(Sources: California Department of Education, Cali-
fornia Longitudinal Pupil Achievement Data System, 
Los Gatos Saratoga Union High School District, 
Saratoga HS, Los Gatos HS) 
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that the 2016-17 school year saw 
2,040 students at LGHS compared to a 
mere 1,358 students at Saratoga. The Los 
Gatos-Saratoga High School District offers an 
“Open Enrollment” transfer policy for intra-district 
transfers, yet LGHS already has a student population 
that is almost 700 more than Saratoga with much of 
the same resources and funding – our school should 
not have to make room for students who can attend 
another school with abundant space and resources.

Although public high schools attempt to accom-
modate each student’s needs and wants, the needs 
of the LGHS students who are rightful Los Gatos  
residents should not be cast aside by the personal 
desires of students who are supposed to go to Sara-

S. Linden

Senior Talent Show Junior Prom

is why I love working here.” Despite the past and 
current atmosphere, with the continual population 
growth, this environment will dissipate, which is 
why administration must step in to help alleviate 
the pressure.

Not only should LGHS administration restrict 
intra-district transfers, but it should conduct a 
thorough evaluation and investigation of any stu-
dent who is entering the school through any middle 
school system other than the ones that directly 
feed into LGHS. Some students from other districts 
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