
Nonetheless, when science teachers 
visited sophomore Chemistry classes 
just two weeks ago to explain the 
new class options for next year, 
students were surprised to 
learn that LGHS no longer 
planned on offering 
AP Physics Mechanics 
C starting in the fall of 
2019. The only official 
reason the school gave for 
eliminating the class was 
the fact that they didn’t 
have an adequate teacher 
to replace Mr. Burns.

Mr. Burns quickly took action, sending 
out an email to the entire sophomore class and 
reaching out to LGHS alumni on LinkedIn. In the 
email, he detailed his grievance with the adminis-
tration’s decision to remove AP Physics Mechanics 
C, explained why he believed AP Physics 1 was an 

unfit course to replace his original course, 
and implored students and parents to 
raise their objections to the school board 
and Principal Kristina Grasty. He also 
posted an 11 minute video on YouTube 
entitled “Save AP Physics Mechanics C at 
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For 25 years, Daniel Burns enjoyed teaching 
the wonders of mechanical physics in Room 102, 
from displaying how gravity works to recreating 
some of Richard Feynman’s experiments. His spa-
cious classroom in the science building featured a 
seismograph, a plethora of scientific gadgets, wall 
space to plaster science posters across, and plenty 
of room for students to comfortably move around 
while performing their experiments. 

Towards the end of the last school year, how-
ever, students walked into an austere classroom 
with a grim Mr. Burns standing behind his desk. He 
then announced to his classes that the next year 
would be his last year teaching, as the administra-
tion and science department had forced him into a 
smaller classroom, located underneath the library, 
for the upcoming school year. 

After submitting his letter of resignation in 
May of 2018, Mr. Burns believed that the school 
district would hire another teacher to replace 
him. He also generously offered to assist in his 
replacement and even provide lab materials 
for the new teacher.
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LGHS,” in which he reiterated 
the same reasons he wrote out 
in his email.

Alarmed students, par-
ents, and alumni flooded 
the administration over the 
next few days, with emails 
asking them to bring back AP 
Physics Mechanics C. Senior 
Luca Bommarito, who took 

the class with Mr. Burns 
as a junior, started an 
online petition to bring 
back the class, which 
garnered almost 300 

signatures over the course of a few days.
El Gato does not intend to pin blame on any 

party in this story, for we realize that the situation 
is far more complicated than our current 
understanding and that the administra-
tion has always done the best it can to 
serve its students well. Rather, we are 
calling for more transparency in the pro-
cess of decision-making. As students, we 
have heard multiple times from different 
authority figures about a “bigger picture” behind the 
decision to remove AP Physics Mechanics C, which 
we completely respect and understand. However, 
we still haven’t been informed what exactly that  
“bigger picture” is.

The administration’s communication efforts with 
Mr. Burns about the removal of AP Physics Mechan-
ics C could be significantly improved; according to 
Mr. Burns, no one provided him with any reasons or 
explanation behind the initial decision to remove 
the class. In the future, the administration should 

improve its communication with the school commu-
nity by making more detailed and definitive 

public statements to parents and stu-
dents alike, who were understandably 
agitated by the prospect of not being 
able to take a highly-anticipated and 
widely-praised class.

Not only should the administration 
have opened more extensive lines of 
communication with its staff about 
course changes and other decisions 
that affect them, but teachers also 
need to  improve communication with 
the administration. The backlash 
from parents and students could have 
been avoided, or at least mitigated, if  

the lines of communication 
between the administra-
tion and faculty were more  
open to conversation.

Finally, the students and 
parents should also, in the 
future, approach situations 
like these more sensitively, making sure they are 
adequately informed of the entire situation before 
expressing outrage and taking sides. The district has 
some resources available for the community to find 
out about the inner workings of the school, such as 
Home and School Club meetings and emailing the 
administration or district office.

Fortunately, the solution put forward by the 
administration satisfies all parties: AP Physics 
Mechanics C will remain at LGHS, along with the 
addition of AP Physics 1 as another course option. We 
commend the administration for working to provide a 
wide variety of course subjects and levels for students 
to choose from, and believe that the availability 
of both AP Physics Mechanics C, AP Physics 1, and 
regular Physics will better help students tailor their 
course selections to their individual abilities. We 
hope that, in the future, all parties in the school 
community will work together to improve our school 
system for the greater good of our education.
(Source: Change.org)
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