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by Cole van Miltenburg
Editor-in-Chief

The opening of the American embassy in 
Jerusalem on Mon., May 14, triggered a massive 
outbreak of protests in Gaza. Trump’s controversial 
decision to move the embassy drew both support 
and backlash from communities around the globe. 

In 1995, Congress passed the Jerusalem Embassy 
Act, which recognized Jerusalem as the capital 
of Israel, and set aside funds to relocate the US 
Embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. However, the 
President could push back the implementation of 
this act every six months by signing a waiver, which 
is what Clinton, Bush, and Obama did throughout 
their presidencies due to security concerns. In his 
2016 presidential campaign, Trump promised to 
relocate the embassy if elected. On Dec. 6, 2017, 
he officially recognized Jerusalem as the capital 
of Israel, a decision which the UN rejected several 
weeks later. Trump later announced his plans to 
open the new embassy on May 14 to coincide with 
Israel’s day of independence. 

The opening of the Jerusalem embassy ignited 
massive protests in Gaza, angering Palestinians 
who also hold a historical claim to Jerusalem and 
believe east Jerusalem to be their capital. The 
Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) combated the over 
35,000 protesters along the Gaza border using 
tear gas and live rounds, killing 60 and injuring 
over 2,700 people. The IDF claimed that protesters 
stormed fences along the border and threw rocks 
and Molotov cocktails at soldiers. Israel also blamed 
the militant Islamist group Hamas for inciting pro-
tests and leading a “terrorist operation” against the 
country. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said, 
“Hamas clearly says its intentions are to destroy 

Palestinian protesters shot

by Reegan McCluskey
Opinion Editor

In recent years, challenges such as the Tide pod challenge, 
salt and ice challenge, and cinnamon challenge took the Inter-
net by storm. One of the most recent trends to sweep the inter-
net was the deodorant challenge that originated in England. 

This challenge consists of a participant spraying a can 
of aerosol deodorant on a specific area of bare skin for the 
longest period of time possible. After prolonged exposure to 
the spray, the skin becomes inflamed and irritated. The spray 
causes frostbite and severe second-degree burns. A University of 
Utah Health article mentioned dermatologist David Smart, who 
stated, “[The] aerosol burn [is] caused by the pressurized gas 
within the spray cooling quickly. The decrease in temperature 
freezes the skin causing frostbite. This type of frostbite is very 
similar to a burn.”  

Although this challenge began a year ago, the mother of a 
girl named Ellie Prescott recently shared the terrible damage 
it inflicts. Mrs. Prescott explained on her Facebook account: 
“Ellie’s injuries are horrendous and if we can stop others 
doing it that will be great… As you can see from the yellow 
padding, it is still weeping excessively. Ellie met friends at the 
local park and they asked her to do the challenge, which she 
hadn’t heard of.”

 Since Ellie tried the challenge, she has had burn marks on 
her arm for weeks and will need an expensive skin graft in the 
near future. Depending on the severity of the burn, doctors 
either advise children to ask their parents to take them to 
the hospital for treatment or wash the wound with lukewarm 
water. Prescott’s Facebook post rekindles the awareness needed 
for this dangerous challenge which continues to spread online 
among teenagers.
(Sources: USA Today, Time, Fox News, Washington Post, Health 
University of Utah)

Trend burns kid

Israel and sends thousands to break through the 
border for that end. We will continue to act with 
resolve to defend our sovereignty and our citizens.” 

The White House supported Israel’s decision to 
combat protesters, and US Ambassador to the UN 
Nikki Haley strongly advocated for Israel’s right to 
defend itself at a meeting of the Security Council. 
However, Palestinian leaders argued that these 
protests consisted of peaceful civilians who were 
“faced with the very criminal attitude of the Israeli 
army which is using all kinds of lethal weapons 
against peaceful demonstrators,” according to the 
head of the Palestinian National Initiative Mustafa 
Barghouti. Supporters of Palestine held rallies in 
several cities around the world, such as Berlin and 
London, in response to the deaths in Gaza.

Many political figures attended the opening of 
the US Embassy, including Israeli Prime Minister 
Netanyahu; Ivanka Trump and her husband, White 
House advisor Jared Kushner; Vice President Mike 
Pence; Senator Ted Cruz; and Florida Governor Rick 
Scott. Kushner commended Trump for keeping his 
promise to move the embassy and said that “those 
provoking violence are part of the problem and not 
part of the solution.”
(Sources: Haaretz, ABC, CBS, CNN)

COM: Greenland’s landscape awes
by Katherine Monsef
Graphic Designer 

The mysterious, not-so-green Danish territory of Greenland lies 
northeast of the United States. The majority of Greenland’s population 
of 55,900 remains Inuit inhabitants, and most of the other people 
trace back to Danish descent. Within the country, many speak the 
native language Greenlandic, or Kalaallisut. Many citizens also speak 
English and Danish. 

Also, the capital of Greenland is Nuuk. It’s the smallest inhab-
ited and northernmost capital in the world, built with traditional  
Danish architecture.

Close to two-thirds of Greenland’s population also follows Luther-
anism, the country’s official religion. A majority of the remaining third 
belong to other branches of Christianity. 

Russian bridge in Crimea sparks international outrage
by Maddi King
Sports Editor 

Russian President Vladimir Putin officially opened the 12-mile Kerch 
Strait Bridge on Tues., May 15, which is now the longest bridge in 
Europe. The bridge links the Russian Krasnodar region with the city of 
Kerch on the Crimean Peninsula, which the Russian military annexed 
from Ukraine four years ago.

 The road symbolizes the physical “reunification” of Crimea with 
the rest of the Russian mainland. The bridge will be able to hold 40,000 
cars per day, as well as move millions of passengers and 13 million 
tons of cargo per year, according to the state news agency RIA Novosti.

Construction on the road began in February 2016 and cost upwards 
of 7.5 billion dollars. Locals began using the land link on Wed., May 
16, the day after its opening. 

The bridge lifted the sense of isolation that had affected the terri-
tory since Ukraine cut off railroad links and increased the difficulty of 

BREATHTAKING: Greenland’s coast, all covered in ice, exhibits a natural beauty.

CONTENTIOUS CONSTRUCTION: The bridge crosses into to annexed territory. 
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The country sees very little population growth due to low immi-
gration rates. 

Greenland’s long coastline of 39,330 kilometers is close in length 
to the Earth’s equator. On the Canadian side of the country, Ellesmere 
Island lies only 16 miles away from the shore. A submarine ridge of 
600 feet connects Greenland to North America. 

Greenland has one of the world’s most massive ice sheets, with an 
approximate thickness of 5,000 feet. It covers 700,000 square miles, 
or four-fifths of the country’s surface area. Compressed snow layers 
condense to form the peripheral glaciers. 

Shockingly, rising temperatures due to global warming will actually 
decrease the size of Greenland after melting the outer edges of the 
ice. Previously, around 50 percent of the glaciers exhibited melting in 
the warmer months, yet in 2012, 97 percent of the glacier displayed  
melting. Scientists will continue to monitor these glaciers 

Temperatures in Greenland reach as low as -4 degrees Fahrenheit, 
and a typical warm day falls around 40 degrees. Because of their loca-
tion near the North Pole, residents of Greenland experience 24-hour 
days of sunlight in the summer. 

Similar to Iceland, the country has little to no naturally-growing 
trees, but harbors large bushes instead. Some of the indigenous animals 
include polar bears, arctic foxes, reindeer, salmon, and Arctic char. 

Due to intense weather throughout the year, most paved roads only 
exist within the limits of towns. Otherwise, people travel from town 
to town on snowmobiles and dog sleds. Most people cannot farm the 
land due to heavy snow.

For tourists, common activities include dog sledding, hiking out to 
the ice caps, and touring to see the native animals on arctic safaris. 
Some even explore areas or developments which natives have aban-
doned, or the really adventurous try kayaking. The seal soup of Suaasat, 
Greenland’s national food; reindeer meat; and berry compote make up 
most of Greenland’s native foods. Tourists do not frequently travel to 
Greenland because of its extreme weather and inaccessibility, yet its 
small population, location, and wildlife make it a fascinating country. 
(Sources: Britannica, Escape Here)

TANKS VS STONES: Israeli soldiers came in full force.

crossing the border after the annexation. It is currently the only direct 
road link between Moscow and Crimea; previously, all car traffic had 
passed over the Kerch strait via ferry or through Ukrainian territory. 
An additional twin span for trains is expected to open next year.

Relations between Russia and Ukraine remain tense, as conflict 
between Kiev and Moscow-backed separatists continue in the Ukraine’s 
southeast. President Petro Poroshenko dubbed the bridge’s construction 
“illegal,” stating it was “the latest evidence of the Kremlin’s disregard 
for international law.” He also added that the bridge could be useful 
in withdrawing Russian forces.

 Construction terminated six months ahead of schedule, according 
to state news agencies. “This is a remarkable result, which makes Crimea 
and legendary Sevastopol even stronger, and all of us are even closer 
to each other,” announced Putin to a crowd of workers after crossing 
the bridge. The leader’s armed annexation of Crimea proved to be 
wildly popular in Russia, boosting Putin’s popularity in the country. 

“People see it as a fantastic dream that has come true,” said Natalya 
V. Bykovskaya, the deputy director of the historical museum in Kerch. 
“People expect a change for the better. The mainland will become 
closer, not just mentally but physically.”
(Sources: CNN, The Guardian, NY Times, RIA Novosti)

North Korean talks waiver
by John Field 
Editorial Editor

North Korea threatened to pull out of the 
upcoming talks between President Trump and Kim 
Jong Un, which are currently planned for June 
12, if the US continues to push for full denu-
clearization. North Korean vice foreign minister 
Kim Kye-gwan accused the US of making reckless 
statements of sinister intentions, promising that 
“if the United States is trying to drive us into a 
corner to force our unilateral nuclear abandonment, 
we will no longer be interested in such dialogue 
and cannot but reconsider our proceeding to the  
D.P.R.K.-U.S. summit.”

Although North Korea previously met with the 
leaders of South Korea in the Apr. 27 summit, where 
they discussed the details of plans to deweaponize 
the Korean peninsula and transform the 1953 armi-
stice ending the Korean War into a peace treaty, it 
recently changed its diplomatic stance. The country 
cancelled the follow-up talks to the summit, citing 
its displeasure with joint US-South Korean military 
drills. Previously, North Korea had stated it did 
not mind the drills, but revised its view, calling 
them a “provocative military ruckus” which would 
undermine diplomatic efforts.

The country initially promised to denuclearize, 
inviting media to view the dismantling of its main 
nuclear test site and halting all missile tests. 
Coupled with the release of the three detained US 
citizens, which Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
secured on May 9, North Korea seemed to be fully  
cooperating with foreign diplomats.

North Korean experts said that the threat to 
cancel the talks may be an attempt to increase 
their negotiating power by keeping the US off 

balance and explained that declaring the talks 
dead is premature. However, other analysts say it 
could be a sign of clumsy diplomacy; the summit 
was agreed upon very quickly, leaving little time 
for the country to clarify its position.

Trump promised that the US would still plan 
to attend the talks regardless. In a statement, 
White House Press Secretary Sarah Sanders said, 
“If they want to meet we’ll be ready, and if they 
don’t, that’s OK too.” Kim Jong Un elaborated 
that if Trump “follows in the footsteps of his 
predecessors” by insisting on denuclearization as a 
condition for diplomatic talks, “he will be recorded 
as more tragic and unsuccessful president than his 
predecessors, far from his initial ambition to make 
unprecedented success.” Despite North Korea’s 
warnings, Trump is still committed to pushing for 
full denuclearization. 
(Sources: BBC, LA Times, Washington Post)

PLAYING HARD TO GET: North Korea may not enter talks. 
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