
by John Field
Editorial Editor

President Trump fired Secretary of State Rex Tillerson 
on Mar. 13 via Twitter, announcing that CIA Director Mike 
Pompeo will fill Tillerson’s spot. Deputy Director of the 
CIA Gina Haspel is in line to fill the role of CIA direc-
tor; she will be the first woman to hold that position, 
assuming the Senate confirms her nomination. However, 
discussions of her connections with waterboarding and 
other torture techniques may prove to be an obstacle 
to her confirmation.

Tillerson first heard from Trump of his resignation 
through Twitter, and Trump personally called him 
three hours later to inform him, ending the previous 
months of discord between the president and secretary. 
Although the timing of the announcement came as a 
surprise to many in the administration, several days 
before the announcement, White House Chief of Staff 
John Kelly informed Tillerson that Trump would ask him 
to step aside. Tillerson will officially leave at midnight 
on Mar. 31.

Trump said that Pompeo has a more similar mindset 
to himself than Tillerson and would more closely embody 
the cabinet that he wants; he is predicting “great” things 
from the CIA Director. People familiar with Pompeo say 
that his views resonate more with Trump’s, including 
the President’s campaign promises.

Just hours after Trump’s tweet, the White House fired 
the Undersecretary of Public Affairs at the State Depart-
ment, Steve Goldstein. Goldstein had publicly disagreed 
with the White House’s story that Tillerson had prior 
notice of losing his job. State Department spokesperson 
Heather Nauert will take his place. Currently, only one 
permanent Undersecretary remains.

Tillerson joins many whom Trump has fired from the 
administration, following the recent firing of Gary Cohn, 
the chief economic advisor, and John McEntee, Trump’s 
personal assistant and a former campaign member. The 
Secret Service is investigating McEntee for financial 
crimes and will join Trump’s re-election campaign in 
place of his White House job. Analysts expect the White 
House to fire more people. 
(Sources: NY Times, CNN, NBC, CNBC)
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by Jordan Evans 
Editor-in-Chief

Much of the northeastern United States went up against yet another 
brutal winter storm commonly referred to as a “nor’easter” due to its 
frequency in the region. 

In January, the entire east coast braced itself against what the 
media then dubbed a “bomb cyclone.” This was a textbook nor’easter, 
and New England bore witness to its many sequels in early March. Three 
separate episodes bombarded the East within a two-week period, an 
uncommonly high rate of occurrence for a routine weather pattern.

Boston and Cape Cod faced the brunt of the storm, at times receiving 
more than two inches of snow per hour, but blizzard warnings spanned 
north from Long Island to the top of the country. Areas like the District 
of Columbia and Philadelphia only experienced minor snowfall, and 
New York City recovered quickly from its inconsequential precipita-
tion. Areas around southern Connecticut received wet snow, and the 
northern region around Boston encountered near-blizzard conditions.

The most severe effects impacted residents’ daily functions that 
West Coasters often take for granted. On Mar. 13, 230,000 Massachusetts 
residents were without power; that day, Kennedy Airport and Philadel-
phia Airport each cancelled 15 flights, and Logan Airport cancelled 104. 

The northeastern states, however, are no strangers to these types 
of storms. In the late winter and early spring months, freezing air 
from Canada strays southward, where it meets the comparatively warm 
ocean air rising from the equator.

Northeastern US experiences a severe cyclone pattern storm

In a scaled-down version of a hurricane, these magnitudinous 
breezes mix counterclockwise – in what meteorologists call a “cyclone 
pattern” – but do not have the velocity necessary to form an eye quite 
as distinct as a hurricane’s. That’s not to say that nor’easters don’t 
generate powerful wind gusts; they do, even mustering 81 mph blows 
in East Falmouth, Massachusetts, in this latest storm. 

Another symptom of these nor’easters is severe flooding along the 
Atlantic coastline. This, paired with the torrential snowfall that grounds 
crews cannot shovel away fast enough, creates hazardous and vexing 
driving conditions even before taking into account frustration from 
a lack of available parking. Boston Mayor Martin Walsh tweeted on 
Mar. 12 that the city would offer discounted parking rates in certain 
garages as a result of the inclimate weather.

FREEZING DELAY: Officials check an airplane at Dulles Airport in the cold weather. 

by Henry Lamb
News Editor

Three weeks following the Parkland 
school shooting that shocked Americans 
nationwide, Florida lawmakers passed a 400 
million dollar gun safety bill. Gov. Rick Scott 
signed the bill into law on Mar. 9. The bill 
received bipartisan support after a gunman 
killed 17 individuals carrying an AR-15. 
This bill marks a point departure for Flor-
ida from the National Rifle Association, a 
organization with reputation for its political 
influence, especially in Florida.

Florida passes gun reform Trump fires Secretary of State

Tillerson and Trump had disagreed on many deci-
sions, such as Trump’s decision to pull out of the Paris 
Climate Accord; the Trump’s dislike of the Iran nuclear 
deal, which Tillerson supported; and diplomacy in North 
Korea, where Tillerson urged taking a verbal approach 
over military. 

Stormy Daniels speaks out about alleged affair with Trump  
by Hayley Knowlton
People Editor

On Mar. 5, adult film actress Stormy Daniels (Stephanie Clifford) 
offered to pay President Trump 130,000 dollars in return for her free-
dom to speak on their alleged affair. In January, Daniels claimed that 
she and Trump had an affair, and Trump’s lawyer provided her with 
130,000 dollars in 2016 in exchange for her silence about their alleged 
relationship. Since then, Daniels has come forward about her history 
with the president, and she now wants to divulge the entire story.

Their alleged affair began when they met at a celebrity golf tourna-
ment in 2006, according to Daniels. At the time, Trump was a television 
star, and Daniels was popular in the adult film industry. The nature 
of their relationship after this tournament is a subject to debate, but 
Daniels reported on numerous occasions that she and Trump’s sexual 
relationship began at the tournament, and they continued to meet 
in secret for a year. 

Daniels denied the relationship multiple times, and she explains 
this now by asserting that the Trump administration paid her to 
stay quiet about the year-long encounter. Trump’s lawyer, Michael 
Cohen, claims that he paid Daniels with his own money, and Trump 
and his administration had nothing to do with it. The administration 
never commented on these accusations. However, this month, Press 
Secretary Sarah Sanders said that the arbitration between Daniels and 
Cohen was “in the president’s favor,” which may link Trump with the 
accusations. On the other hand, there is still no direct evidence of the 
supposed relationship.

In hopes of enabling Daniels to discuss the whole affair openly, 
her lawyer, Michael Avenatti, issued a letter to Cohen stating that 
Daniels will deposit an amount of 130,000 dollars into an account 
that Trump will choose. If Trump accepts this offer, Daniels can then 
speak freely on the subject and publish any relevant text messages 
or photos she wants. Mr. Avenatti stated that Daniels’ purpose is to 
provide the American public with the truth so they can “make their 
own determination.” 

Daniels and Trump set a date for their official hearing in court, 
which will occur on July 12 at the Los Angeles County Superior Court. 
Daniels started a crowdfunding campaign online to pay for costs related 
to the lawsuit. The campaign will last 30 days, and in the first five 
hours, Daniels raised 16,000 dollars. The public anxiously waits for 
the court date to find out the truth about rumors of Trump’s affair 
with Daniels. 

Due to a high-pressure system in Greenland’s vicinity, which 
acted as a repellent to this possible bomb cyclone part two, the storm 
couldn’t simply move out to sea. After this nor’easter finally cleared 
out, however, a fourth one started roaring in from the south.
(Sources: Vox, CNN, ABC, FlightAware, Boston Herald)

The bill tackles several areas of gun 
control. First, it will raise the age limit for 
purchasing a firearm from 18 to 21. After 
purchasing a gun, the bill will enforce a 
three-day waiting period before the buyer 
receives his or her gun. 

OUTTA HERE: Trump fires Tillerson after their rising tension.

Focusing on schools in particular, the bill 
will fund increased security, including police 
officers, and provide support with school 
counselors. A more controversial inclusion 
in the bill allows certain teachers to carry 
firearms after receiving training. 

While some did have objections to 
arming school faculty, the bill leaves it up 
to the individual districts to decide if they 
want to enforce the policy. House members 
also received a letter from the families of 
the 17 people killed in the mass shooting 
urging them to pass the bill. “You must act 
to prevent mass murder from ever occurring 
again at any school,” they said in their 
letter. “This issue cannot wait. The moment 
to pass this bill is now.”

In response to the passing of the bill, the 
NRA has decided to file a lawsuit against the 
state of Florida due to the clause that raises 
the minimum age for buying a gun. Speak-
ing about the bill, executive director of the 
NRA Institute for Legislative Action Chris 
W. Cox said, “This bill punishes law-abid-
ing gun owners for the criminal acts of a 
deranged individual. Securing our schools 
and protecting the constitutional rights 
of Americans are not mutually exclusive.”

The passing of the bill shocked many, 
as the NRA is typically successful in its 
campaigns to maintain loose gun control 
laws. Florida has championed NRA ideals, 
especially with the “stand your ground” 
laws that placed the burden of proof on 
prosecutors in incidents involving firearms.
(Sources: NY Times, CNN)

FATAL ATTRACTION: Trump and Daniels have become entangled in an alleged affair..
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MONEY MONEY: Stormy Daniels alleges she and Trump had an affair in 2006.

REPLACEMENT: If confirmed, Pompeo will take over Tillerson’s job.
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RAGING WATERS: The Atlantic coastline has experienced severe flooding. 
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STANDING UP: Cox comments on the new gun law.
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