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Columbus statue removed
by Sophie Kroesche
News Editor

After deciding to remove a controversial statue 
of Christopher Columbus from San Jose City Hall on 
Jan. 30, the town council finally turned over the 
statue for display at the Italian American Heritage 
Foundation on Mar. 10.

The City Council debated where to move the art 
for hours at January’s meeting, arguing between 
the San Jose International Airport and History 
Park at the Bank of Italy building. While the coun-
cil did not choose any building or museum to take 
the statue during the vote on Jan. 30, the Italian 
American Heritage Foundation agreed to take the 
Columbus statue later on in the process of removal. 

Even though the work was built by a student, 
many argued to keep it in City Hall to commemo-
rate history and avoid erasing the past. However, 
groups protesting the statue, like the San Jose 
Brown Berets, lobbied to remove the figure due 
to Columbus’ reputation. Many see the European 
navigator, known for accidentally landing in the 
Caribbean on his way to Asia, as a violent colonist 
who hurt the lives of the natives. 

The Brown Berets is an organization with a 
mission to “strive for the improvement of the 
community and society and fight oppression at all 
levels,” according to its website. The organization’s 
project, called Decolonize SJ, aimed to convince 
council members to remove the statue. The group 
argued that to keep the Columbus sculpture on 
public lands glorified the brutality of colonial-
ism. Many citizens showed up to the meeting on 

Hasta Muerte Coffee denies service to Oakland police
by Andy Braham
World Editor

Controversy surrounds Hasta Muerte Coffee, an Oakland cafe that 
reportedly banned law enforcement from entering its premises. The 
left-wing worker-owned establishment denied service and requested 
that an Oakland police officer leave their shop on Feb. 16.  

Since the incident, the Oakland Police Department has sent 
the cafe a letter, to which they did not respond. The letter talked 
about forming a larger dialogue on the 
issues that the cafe cares about. The police 
department had no official comment on the 
incident. Instead, Hasta Muerte cafe posted 
an explanation of their policy on Insta-
gram through a series of graphics saying 
“no cops” in Spanish. In its description of 
the photos, the worker collective issued a 
statement reading, “Last Friday, Feb. 16, a 
police [man] (OPD) entered our shop and 
was told by one of our worker-owners that 
‘we have a policy of asking police to leave 
for the physical and emotional safety of 

Mountain lion sightings reported across the Bay Area
by Connor Holland
Media Production Editor

The mountain lion is a symbol of Los Gatos and an indigenous 
species of the Santa Cruz mountains. As a nocturnal hunter and apex 
predator, these felines have characteristically miniscule numbers and a 
small window of activity, meaning they are not often seen or noticed 
by humans. However, these lions have been popping up all around the 
Bay Area. 

Residents of the sleepy coastal town Pescadero were informed by 
local authorities that several aggressive mountain lions were active in 
the area and told to keep pets and livestock protected during the night 
and early mornings. For one pet owner, this warning came too late; 
their dog was attacked and carried away by one of these big cats. Local 
experts connected this attack to similar ones in the area. 

At Penngrove Elementary School in Sonoma County, a mountain lion 
was discovered roaming the vicinity. The citizens of this bucolic area 
between Cotati and Petaluma felt the predator was a little too close 
for comfort. Investigators from the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife were called to the scene to look for signs of the animal, but they 

our customers and ourselves.’ Since then, cop supporters are 
trying to publicly shame us online with low reviews because 
this particular police visitor was Latino. He broadcast to his 
network that he was ‘refused service’ at a local business and 
now the rumblings are spreading. We know in our experience 
working on campaigns against police brutality that we are not 
alone saying that police presence compromises our feeling of 
physical & emotional safety.” 

When asked about the situation, Noel 
Gallo, the Oakland City Council member for 
the portion of the city that includes the 
shop, said, “My understanding is they’re not 
going to serve police officers...I don’t agree 
with that, 100 percent.” Gallo is not the only 
one critical of the cafe. 

Once news of the story broke, the Yelp 
and Google review pages for the shop were 
flooded with negative reviews. Many of these 
reviews included criticism of the restaurant’s 
left-wing political activism and are from 
people who did not actually go to the cafe.

Jan. 30 to argue for its removal, and some council 
members agreed with them. Councilwoman Sylvia 
Arenas stated, “He belongs in our history books. I 
don’t believe he belongs in our City Hall.”

The statue has been vandalized at least twice 
in past years. In 2001, a man yelling “Murderer” 
and “Genocide” bashed the sculpture’s face with 
a sledgehammer. Last year, another man poured 
red and black paint on the statue to protest the 
Italian explorer.

Even so, the statue portrayed a symbol of Ital-
ian heritage for some. Tony Zerbo, a member of the 
board of directors at the Italian American Heritage 
Foundation, argued to keep the statue in the City 
hall building, stating that “Columbus was a very 
brave navigator.” Even Mayor Sam Liccardo was not 
in favor of removing it. After comparing Columbus 
to presidents who owned slaves, he remarked that 
he is “not a fan of simply burying history.”

However, Zerbo and the mayor’s arguments 
proved to be insufficient to sway the council’s 
decision. After hours of public forum and discus-
sion over whether to keep it on display or not, the 
council decided to remove it and preserve it in a 
safe environment.

On Sat., Mar. 10, workers from Atthowe Fine 
Art Services removed the 1155 pound statue from 
San Jose City Hall to be relocated to the Italian 
American Heritage Foundation.
(Sources: Mercury News, San Jose Brown 
Berets, SFGate)
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 Hasta Muerte Coffee appears to be no stranger to political discus-
sions, selling both drinks and radical leftist literature. The name of the 
cafe alludes to Latin American political resistance, literally meaning 
“until death.” Legally speaking, the cafe can deny service to a police 
officer if they choose. 
(Sources: NBC, SF Eater, East Bay Express, Fox)

NO POLICE ALLOWED: Cafe upholds a “no cops” policy.
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Palo Alto principal resigns
by Sam Zukin
National Editor

On Mar. 9, Palo Alto High School Principal Kim-
berly Diorio released a letter to students and faculty 
announcing her resignation. Diorio explained, 
“[she’s] decided that it’s time for [her] to take the 
next step in [her] career.” She plans to finish the 
rest of the school year as principal and officially 
leave PALY at the beginning of summer vacation. 

Earlier, at the end of February, Diorio took a per-
sonal medical leave, but claimed she would return 
to working full-time as principal this spring. She 
concluded her time off with this announcement, 
stating: “Frankly, it’s not [a decision] I seriously 
considered before the start of the new year.” 

However, the decision was not necessarily a 
shock to many students, as Diorio received large 
amounts of backlash give the way she handled 
multiple reports of sexual assault on campus in 
May of 2017. In total, students reported 18 cases 
of assault that occurred between PALY students and 
some cases involving an adult. Three of the reported 
incidents occurred in 2015 along with another 
three in 2016. One student, whose identity remains 
concealed, faces three charges alone. 

These past incidents shed light on the issue of 
sexual assault within high schools and also placed 
the spotlight on Diorio’s response to the reports. 

Students banded together and created wristbands 
to support their peers and other sexual assault 
victims. Students also voiced their discontent and 
dissatisfaction with the administration’s handling 
of the issue. In response, Diorio explained that 
the school could not release all information to 
its student body due to the Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act. 

Now, students still feel some aggression 
towards their administration and believe the 
school should have publicly approached the topic 
years ago, when students disclosed a few original 
cases in 2015 and 2016. PALY senior Madeline Dong 
stated, “I’m not surprised she ended up leaving, 
because she did not follow protocol. Although 
she certainly made some mistakes in the last few 
years, I think she is just trying to avoid further 
backlash.” Palo Alto community members have 
also expressed similar negative opinions about 
Diorio and the rest of PALY’s administration team. 

Regardless of student and community opin-
ions, Dioro still gave a decade of her time to the 
school district, beginning her tenure as principal 
in 2013. Diorio did not discuss what her future 
plans are, but she did comment that she will be 
spending more time to focus on her health and 
personal life. 
(Sources: Palo Alto Online, Palo Alto High School) 
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PLEASE DON’T PET THE ANIMALS: Mountain lions like this one are popping up around the bay.
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ON TO THE NEXT ONE: Principal Kimberly Diorio plans to leave her position at Palo Alto High School at the end of the school year.

could not confirm any mountain lions in the area. To local citizens 
this was not comforting, and they are still on high alert. 

Perhaps the most exciting sighting took place in Boulder Creek 
when resident Ben Slaughter woke to his dog growling and fixedly 
staring out the bedroom window. “My jaw dropped. I was not expect-
ing that looking out my curtain,” explained Slaughter. “I was thinking 
it was the neighbor’s dog or some cats running around or a raccoon. 
But it was totally different; it was two mountain lions.” With a video 
taken on his phone, Slaughter captured the two pumas playing with 
each other like house cats on his porch. This further example of these 
animals popping up around the Bay Area raises a major question: 
should hikers and trail runners be alarmed by all these sightings? 

A major concern is potential human endangerment. Chris Wilmer, 
a professor of Environmental Studies at UC Santa Cruz, answers the 
question of whether or not these predators pose a threat to humans. 
Wilmer stated, “Mountain lions actually go out of their way to avoid 
us. One way mountain lions avoid us is by shifting to a more noctur-
nal schedule than typical when they’re in areas where humans go.” 
Wilmer goes on to ensure citizens that the likelihood of a mountain 

lion attack on humans remains extremely low. However, wildlife 
officials continue to stress the importance of keeping a watchful eye 
on pets at this time.   
(Sources: Mercury News, KQED)

MAYBE NOT SUCH A GREAT GUY: Columbus’ statue will be moved.

HE’S IN A BETTER PLACE: City Hall will no longer house the statue.
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LET’S TALK ABOUT IT: Oakland police send the cafe a letter asking for an open dialogue.


