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Flight delayed at Oakland
by Reegan McCluskey
News Editor

Traveling on planes can be scary for some 
passengers, and nobody enjoys standing in long 
security lines for hours on end. Although the 
traveling process isn’t exactly riveting, passengers 
never anticipate waiting on the tarmac for over 
four hours.

On Jan. 10, AeroMexico flight 662 – scheduled 
to travel from Guadalajara to San Francisco Inter-
national Airport – did not reach its final destina-
tion. Due to thick fog blocking the pilot’s vision, 
air traffic control gave orders to land at Oakland 
International Airport instead. The pilots complied 
and the plane landed around 10:40 AM, 29 miles 
from its original destination. Passengers began 
to question the situation when the plane did not 
move towards a gate at the terminal. 

As time passed, the plane grew increasingly 
hot and uncomfortable. Many passengers started 
to feel anxious and claustrophobic.  Around 
11:30 AM, passengers asked flight attendants for 
snacks and water, yet the attendants responded 
by saying that they could not help the situation. 
At this point, passengers began to grow increas-
ingly angry. Rosario Gonzales, a passenger on 
the flight, explained after exiting the plane that, 
“Everyone started sweating. There was a man, 
93-years-old behind us, no water. There is, like, 
at least 10 kids. They never offered water.” As 
the plane’s temperature increased and passengers 
experienced prolonged exposure to the heat, many 
elderly riders felt the effects. Elizabeth Cervantes, 
a different passenger on the plane, mentioned, “It 
was hot … little kids crying. Like, older women 
about to pass out.” One woman on the flight exited 
the plane while receiving oxygen and in need of 
further medical attention. 

LGHS mock trial competes at county tournament in SJ
by Alaina Fox
World Editor

On Tues., Jan. 22, the LGHS mock trial team competed in its 
first county tournament of the season at the Superior Court of 
California in San Jose against Sobrato. The Honorable Michael Clark 
presided in court. The defense competed while the prosecution 
supported their teammates from inside the courtroom. The team 
prepared by competing in a series of three scrimmages, going up 
against Sobrato, University Preparatory, Marin Academy, Tracy, 
Burlingame, and Santa Clara High School. History teacher Robert 
Komisar currently leads the team, along with attorney coaches 
Allen Fleishman and Barbara Rogan. 

Double D’s reopens after facing devastating fire in 2016
by Austin Yung
Editorial Editor

In April of 2016, the popular restaurant Double D’s Sports Grille 
went up in flames after cleaning supplies were improperly placed in 
a water heater closet. Co-owners Dean and Darin Devincenzi were left 
in shock as their pride and joy went up in smoke.

Two years later, however, the well-known sports bar has risen from 
the ashes like a phoenix. After a long period of reconstruction, Double 
D’s quietly reopened on Dec. 19, without much heavy advertising to 
announce their reopening. Luckily, Double D’s seems unfazed by the 
drastic setback. Their website states, “We hope to pick up right where 
we left off and take it to the next level.”

In addition to a new building, executive chef Robert Moreno and 
the Devincenzi brothers worked on adding new items to their menu. 
The new dishes include Korean Style Baby Back Ribs, Ahi Poke, Thai 
Chicken Pizza, Carne Asada Pizza, and more – all of which provide 

a surprising, unique array of cultural options to their loyal patrons 
and new customers. 

Through their website, Double D’s is actively looking to fill all job 
positions, as they need a new group of employees to help run the res-
taurant. A plethora of positions is available, including Host/Hostess, 
Server, Bartender, Manager, Busser, and Kitchen Staff. Applicants can 
apply online or obtain an application in person in order to request 
an interview.

Overall, Double D’s has hit the ground running with their refined 
menu and motivation to keep moving forward despite the challenges 
they faced. They are determined to regain their 16-year title of “Best 
Sports Bar in Silicon Valley,” which was awarded by The Mercury News. 
Their website states, “We won The Mercury News Best Sports Bar in 
Silicon Valley 16 years running since our opening in 1996, and the 
fire in 2016 hasn’t stopped our pursuit of that.”
(Sources: Mercury News, doubleds, Marin Independent Journal)

The case, called People v. Klein, focuses on “swatting,” which is 
making a false report of an emergency that causes police or a SWAT 
team to unnecessarily go somewhere. The dangerous action can result 
in authorities shooting innocent people. In the case, the presence of a 
SWAT team startled the plaintiff and caused her to fall down the stairs, 
breaking her femur. 

The pretrial motion is a First Amendment issue. The defendant made a 
comment on the plaintiff’s social media. The defense requested that one 
of the charges, a criminal threat, should be dismissed because the com-
ment was not a threat, and it was protected under the First Amendment. 
The prosecution argued against the dismissal of this charge, claiming 
that the comment was threatening enough that it met the requirements 
of a criminal threat and was therefore not Constitutionally protected.

The rulings in both the pretrial and main trial have no influence 
on which team moves forward. A judge may believe that there is insuf-
ficient evidence in the case to convict the defendant and side with the 
defense, while the scorers might find that the prosecution was better at 
presenting their case. On Tuesday, the defense won the pretrial motion, 
and the prosecution won in the main trial. Teams will find out who moves 
forward after an additional week of competing. 

Positions on the team are defense/prosecution attorneys, clerk, 
bailiff, and witnesses including the defendant and plaintiff. Because 
so many people signed up for mock trial this year, some roles have two 
people who switch off for each competition.

Along with customers experiencing medical 
problems, other people on the flight attempted 
to solve the problem for themselves. Multiple pas-
sengers threatened to open the emergency doors 
in order to release the slides. One passenger’s sister 
posted on social media about the incident, describ-
ing how her sister told her that, “We were warned 
that if we left or attempted to open the doors, the 
police would be waiting and we would be arrested.”

The flight crew reportedly called the Alameda 
County Sheriff’s Office due to concern over aggres-
sive behavior by several passengers. Officers arrived 
on the tarmac near the plane around 2 PM. Upon 
arriving, sergeant Ray Kelly claimed that multiple 
passengers called the police station explaining 
that the airline held them on the plane against 
their will. 

Finally, after sitting on the tarmac for around 
four hours, the plane made its way to a gate. Then, 
at 3 PM, the passengers disembarked from the 
plane. Police arrested two customers, including a 
man who had threatened to open the emergency 
doors. Later, an Oakland Airport spokesperson 
claimed that the passengers had the option to 
deplane the entire time. After departing the air-
craft, people on the flight had the decision to go 
through customs at the Oakland Airport or take a 
bus to the San Francisco Airport.

In 2017, the US Department of Transportation 
added conditions to the airline passengers protec-
tions, which include a four hour limit on tarmac 
delays specifically for US international flights and 
foreign carriers. Airlines must also provide food 
and beverages to the passengers after two hours. 
(Sources: CBS SF, ABC 7, Mercury News)
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Stephanie Stevenson, who plays the plaintiff, said that “mock 
trial has been a great experience this year. Although it is my first 
year on the team, I have already learned so much about the law 
and the trial system. Everyone on the team is very encouraging 
and fun to work with. Mock trial has given me the opportunity 
to elicit my passion for acting in a new environment.”

As the season continues with increasing intensity, the mock 
trial team excitedly looks forward to progressing through rounds 
as a strong and unified group.
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PG&E forsees bankruptcy
by Alex Niles
Opinion Editor

After a few troubled years that saw billions in 
equipment damage, several different court rulings 
that held the company liable for a collection of 
destructive wildfires, and a general loss of public 
trust, the Northern California utility Pacific Gas and 
Electric has recently announced it plans to file for 
bankruptcy protection.

US District Judge William Alsup found PG&E 
responsible for causing the 2010 San Bruno pipeline 
explosion, an event which killed eight people and 
handed the utility a sentence of 5 years criminal 
probation. Recently, Judge Alsup ordered that PG&E 
investigate and submit a report on the potential role 
that company negligence or equipment failure may 
have played in sparking the Camp Fire, the November 
2018 blaze which destroyed the town of Paradise and 
became the deadliest fire in state history, killing 
eighty-eight people. He also ordered PG&E to inspect 
roughly 100,000 miles of power lines in Northern 
California ahead of the 2019 fire season, far more 
than the 5,500 miles of lines in ‘high-risk areas’ 
that the company’s own inspection plan called for. 

While PG&E has not yet been found liable for the 
Camp Fire or in violation of any safety regulations 
in connection with that blaze, the company has 
filed two separate reports detailing downed power 
lines at the exact time and place the fire ignited. 
Upon the release of this news back in November, 
PG&E’s share price fell over 20 percent. Additionally, 

Paradise residents filed lawsuits against the utility 
in the wake of these revelations, charging it with 
responsibility for the destruction of their homes, 
businesses, and lives. A Cal Fire report held PG&E 
responsible for sixteen of the blazes which tore 
through California wine country in October 2017. 
Those fires destroyed over 6,000 homes and killed 
at least 15 people. The Cal Fire report found evi-
dence that PG&E violated state safety regulations 
for power infrastructure in eleven of those fires. 

PG&E’s share price tanked from nearly seventy 
dollars before October 2017 per share to almost 
eight dollars per share today. Additionally, the 
company has suffered over 30 billion dollars 
in equipment and infrastructure damage from 
wildfires over the course of that period. From the 
Northern California fires of Fall 2017, the company 
faces a liability of 15 billion dollars, and may 
face criminal charges for eight of the twenty-one 
blazes that burned that season. Damages for claims 
related to the Camp Fire could easily exceed 15 
billion dollars if the utility is held responsible. This 
enormous amount of liability led the company to 
announce plans to file for bankruptcy in early Jan 
2019, meaning that customers, mainly California 
homeowners and businesses, could be on the hook 
for the tens of billions of liability the company 
faces. California state lawmakers must now balance 
how to address the needs of victims of both the 
2017 fires and the Camp Fire while keeping PG&E 
healthy enough to continue providing power to 
customers and to continue carrying out the court-
ordered increase in power line inspections. They 
must also weigh potential options for breaking up 
or restructuring PG&E.
(Sources: Sacramento Bee, Mercury News, The Press  
Democrat, NBC News)
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BURNING UP: PG&E may be found liable for the CA fires.

FIXER UPPER: PG&E is an important utility provider for CA. courtesy flickr

FOGGY VISION: Weather grounded an AeroMexico flight.
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QUICK STOP: Flight 662 spent hours at Oakland airport.

A. Yung

UP FROM THE ASHES: Double D’s returns with a new building after a 2016 fire.

RARING TO GO: The LGHS mock trial team prepares outside of the court.

JUSTICE SERVED: The team competed at the Superior Court of CA in SJ.
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