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Gas leak forces 400 to evacuate local homeless shelter
by Austin Yung
News Editor
On Mon., April 24, one of San Francisco’s largest homeless shelters, 
Next Door: Episcopal Community Services, experienced a devas-
tating gas leak, forcing 400 people to evacuate the premises. 14 
people went to the hospital and paramedics treated two others at 
the scene of the incident. “The smell came out and everyone had to 

New Museum Los Gatos holds the Historic Homes Tour
by Cole van Miltenburg
Editor-in-Chief

On Sat., April 21, New Museum Los Gatos held its twenty-third 
annual Los Gatos Historic Homes Tour. The event took place from 9AM 
to 5PM in the neighborhood surrounding Johnson Avenue, which 
still holds some of the original houses that once made up the town 
of Los Gatos.

Back in 1874, a Danish man named Peter Johnson bought 131 acres 
of land and built a house which was one of the seven buildings featured 
in this year’s tour. Along with Johnson’s home, the tour featured six 
other structures, including a grocery store and elementary school built 
in the late 1890s, and Spreckels’ hospital, which later became the 
Eastfield Ming Quong Orphanage for Chinese girls, and today serves a 
similar mission as Uplift Family Services.

Volunteer tour guides gave visitors programs containing informa-
tion on the history and architecture of each selected home, and some 
local musicians even performed inside of several homes. Several other 
perks came along with the tour, including sights of vintage cars loaned 
by local collectors lining the street and an art studio in one of the 

Junior Olivia Purohit’s home was among those featured on the 
tour. On the event, she said: “I was shocked to see how many people 
showed up. So many people in Los Gatos are genuinely interested in 
the history and spirit of our town.”

The day after, the New Museum Los Gatos and the History Club 
of Los Gatos facilitated a new event called A Bigger Bash, which the 
History Club hosted in the evening. This smaller venue fostered a more 
intimate celebration of local history, art, and culture in Los Gatos. It 
featured performances from various local student and adult groups 
such as the LGHS jazz ensemble and a capella chorus, and the folk and 
alternative-rock band Fossil Farm. Lastly, Joel Selvin, a music critic 
and author known for the long-standing column he wrote in the San 
Francisco Chronicle, spoke at the event on Sunday night.

A Bigger Bash held a raffle for the New Museum Los Gatos while the 
tour a day earlier also fundraised by selling tickets at 50 dollars each. 
The History Club and the Sereno Group of Los Gatos both sponsored the 
weekend, and all proceeds will go towards programs and exhibitions 
at New Museum Los Gatos.
(Sources: New Museum Los Gatos, Los Gatos Patch, SJ Mercury News)

come out… The good thing is everybody was evacuated just in 
time,” security guard Magaly Rowell stated with relief. Luckily, 
no patients came back diagnosed with life-threatening injuries. 

Guests and employees immediately noticed the heavy stench 
of gas spreading throughout the building. After entering the 
building, Next Door resident Mark Mills recalled, “[I] could just 
smell it, it was really heavy, thick gas. It was overwhelming.” 
The smell of gas slowly dissipated until 11:45 AM, with people 
at the scene relieved to finally see an end to the crisis. William 
Thompson, neighbor and friend of Mills, also replied with some 
satisfaction, “[The smell of gas] was heavy — ah, but now I 
smell some fresh air.”

Firefighters sealed the leak and issued an alert, warning 
the public to stay away from  Cedar and Polk streets at around 
10:45 AM. In addition, PG&E investigated reasons for the leak 
and discovered that a construction crew working near the shelter 
punctured a gas line. PG&E is currently investigating whether 
the crew took the necessary steps to gain a legal Underground 
Service Alert ticket, which alerts utility companies of any pipes 
located in the ground before they begin to dig. 

Even as the horrifying gas leak forced many frightened indi-
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viduals to evacuate their homes, the situation quickly dissipated, which 
allowed residents and employees to return to their daily activities. 
(Sources: SfGate, NbC, SJ Mercury News, CBS SF Bay Area)

Local mom runs marathon   
by Madeline Pollock
Opinion Editor

On April 15, Sunnyvale mother Ann Marie Cody 
competed in the Silicon Valley Half Marathon in San 
Jose. However, there was a slight twist. Cody ran the 
marathon while pushing a 120-pound stroller carry-
ing her triplets. 

After one hour, 46 minutes, and 13 seconds of run-
ning, Cody crossed the finish line, where her friends 
and family greeted the athlete and triplets. Lindsay 
Martins, a teacher at a local daycare center that her 
triplets attend, said, “She’s amazing… Their mom is 
Superwoman.” Cody beat her previous record by two 
minutes, which she set at the Fresno California Classic 
Half Marathon in 2017. This year, Cody placed 49th 
out of the 753 female athletes and overall 153rd out 
of the 1474 runners. Her time still needs to be ratified 
by the Guinness World Records. 

However, Cody wasn’t just running to beat her 
record, but also to raise money for the neonatal unit 
at El Camino Hospital, where her 16-month old triplets 

were born. In fact, Cody shared that her “kids spent 
almost a month in the hospital. They were born about 
seven weeks ear[ly].”

Cody is motivated to show mothers that they 
should not put their health to the side. She feels 
that women have become accustomed to “the idea 
that they’re supposed to give up everything for their 
kids, and ultimately that might not actually be the 
healthiest thing for families.” In fact, her children 
inspired her marathon endeavour. Cody stated, “I 
think what’s healthiest for moms and kids is to get 
out there and show the kids you can exercise and 
have fun with them … Be a role model and involve 
them in your exercise.”

After completing her third half marathon and 
beating not only her personal record but also the 
Guiness World Record she stated, “I went out hard, 
I tried to not leave any gas in the tank.” After her 
third competition, she said, “We were thinking three 
races, three kids— I might just retire now.” 
(Sources: The Mercury News, CBS Bay Area)

THAT’S PRETY NEAT: One of the historic homes found on the New Museum Los Gatos tour.

READY, SET, GO!: Ann Marie Cody competed in Silcon Valley Half Marathon with the starting line located at San Jose State University.  

featured homes open for tour-goers to visit. Guests had the opportunity 
to learn about many other quirks of Los Gatos’ historic past, such as a 
former zoo for exotic animals and the field where Hal Chase, a famous 
baseball player in the early 1990s, practiced as a kid. 
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GO NEXT DOOR!: Inhabitants of the homeless shelter had to evacuate the Next Door facility.

I’M A LITTLE BUSY: A woman reads a book inside the facility of the gas leak.
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