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by Sophie Kroesche
News Editor

On Mar. 31, police in Fairfield, CA, responded 
to a call concerning a missing 12-year-old child. 
After the police found the child asleep underneath 
a nearby bush and returned the lost child home to 
parents Ina Rogers and Jonathan Allen, a thorough 
search of the family’s house resulted in numerous 
charges of torture, child endangerment, neglect, 
and abuse.

Initially, the police only arrested Rogers, the 
mother of 10 children living in the Fairfield house, 
for one count of child endangerment. When police 
stepped into Rogers and Allen’s home, garbage and 
rotten food lay scattered about the house, animal 
and human feces littered the floor, and large piles 
of rubbish blocked walkways and made the house 
seemingly uninhabitable. After Rogers’ arrest, 
Solano County Child Welfare placed the care of 
the 10 children into the hands of relatives, and 
they began to recount years of abuse and trauma. 
Lieutenant Greg Hurlbut stated that the “children 
described incidents of intentional abuse resulting 

Mitty student disenrolled after posting fitness pictures
by Dana Cook and Lauren Sanders
Editors-in-Chief

While many seniors are currently stressing over 
finals or graduation, one local senior is worrying 
about whether or not her school will acknowledge 
her graduation or even offer her a diploma. On 
Wed., May 9, Archbishop Mitty disenrolled senior 
Nastassia Ponomarenko on the grounds of what the 

school considered inappropriate content displayed 
in posts on her Instagram profile. 

Ponomarenko maintains a public account,  
@nastassiafitness, which she uses as a platform 
for her fitness progress and business. Through 
this account, as well as her YouTube channel, she 
advertises her fitness journey. With over 100,000 
Instagram followers and 290,000 YouTube subscrib-
ers, Ponomarenko shares “fitness posts and what is 
going on in [her] life. [She tries] to keep it relatable 
for people [her] age and people who are interested 
in fitness,” including transformation photos pre-
senting her progress over the past three years. 

She also makes a profit from workout guides 
and partnerships with Aflete, EHP Labs, and other 
dietary supplement companies. Additionally, in 
about a month, she is releasing her own clothing 
line, Nasty Fit, which brands different items of 
workout clothing. She elaborated that although the 
business earnings are a plus, “[her] goal is just to 
inspire people and motivate other people.”

Although Ponomarenko’s photos aim to inspire 

in puncture wounds, burns, bruising and injuries 
consistent with being shot with a BB or airsoft 
type gun.” They ranged in age from four months 
to 12 years, and eight of the 10 children spoke to 
detectives concerning their abuse.

Following Robert’s arrest, police obtained an 
arrest warrant for Allen, the children’s father, and 
a search warrant for the home on Fri., May 11. On 
May 14, Allen pleaded not guilty to seven counts 
of torture and nine counts of child abuse. However, 
the court set his bail at 5.25 million dollars and 
expects him back in court on May 25. 

Rogers appeared in court on Tues., May 15, as a 
judge charged her with nine counts of child abuse 
on top of the existing charge of child endanger-
ment. The following day, she pleaded not guilty 
and the judge set her bail at 495,000 dollars. 
However, Rogers denies ever harming her kids:“My 
husband has a lot of tattoos, he looks like a scary 
individual, and that’s why people are so quick 
to judge him. But absolutely not; my husband 
is an amazing person. I am an amazing mother.” 
(Sources: CNN, Mercury News, CBS, NBC)

Parents abuse ten children

by Madeline King
Sports Editor

A Tesla Model S crashed into a local Starbucks on 
Thurs., May 10, just after 4 PM. The incident occurred 
at the 624 Blossom Hill Road location. Upon arriving 
to the scene, the Santa Clara County Fire Department 
reported no injuries, and urban search and rescue 
teams reported only minor structural damage to the 
business, though the car smashed through the glass 
front doors. 

The Los Gatos-Monte Sereno police stated that the 
Tesla was not on autopilot at the time of the crash. 
While it remains under investigation, there do not 
appear to be any signs of drugs or alcohol involved 
in the incident. The driver also reportedly sustained 
no injuries and is cooperating with the police depart-
ment’s investigation.

Campbell resident Hans Jorgensen was at the 
Jamba Juice store located next to the Starbucks at the 
time of the crash, and when interviewed by SF Gate he 
said, “The area the driver struck is usually the wait-
ing area where people pick up their drinks. There is a 
middle school around the corner and a lot of students 
come to the Starbucks after school. Thankfully no one 
was there at the time.” Jorgensen added that the driver 
is lucky no one was hit or seriously injured.

This accident comes only a few weeks after a deadly 

by Austin Yung
News Editor

Yearbooks allow us to look back in time 
and reminisce about the “good ‘ol days.” 
However, they seem to go missing, as though 
they’re playing an intense game of hide-and-
seek. But once those retrospective books 
turn up, pictures of the past bring smiles to 
our faces. LGHS alumnus Emmett Brady’s 
yearbook went through quite the adventure 
resurfacing only recently.

In the 1930s, Hollywood starlets Olivia 
de Havilland and Joan Fontaine attended 
LGHS with Brady. De Havilland and Brady 
became close friends at the time, as de 
Havilland was the Editor-in-Chief for El Gato 
and Brady was the Business Manager for the 
yearbook. The Business Manager carefully 
managed the money and the printing of 
the yearbook, since the Great Depression 
decreased school funding at that time. At 
the end of their senior year, de Havilland 
signed Brady’s yearbook, writing a heartfelt 
message before they eventually parted ways. 
Years went by, and Brady left the yearbook 
stashed in a box for safekeeping in his garage. 
However, one night, a group of conniving 
teenagers broke into the garage and one 
member of the group found the yearbook 
signed by de Havilland and took it with him. 

Emmett Brady’s son, James Brady, never 
recalled his father mentioning a break-in or 
similar incident. “Our garage was a separate 
segment from the actual house and rarely 
anyone actually went inside, so it’s possible 
that no one even knew that the yearbook had 
been missing,” he mentioned in an interview 
with El Gato News. 

Luckily, the once troublesome teenager 
decided to right a wrong as he wanted to 
return the yearbook this year. J. Brady 
explained that, “My nephew’s wife received 
a call from a man in Washington D.C. who 
was looking for an Emmett Brady. The man 
had located her through Facebook... I was 
skeptical of the request at first because it 
was out of the blue, but I didn’t see any 

harm in hearing what he had to say, so I reached 
out to him.” According to Brady, the man explained 
his story and the remorse he felt for the way he 
acted as a teenager, and wanted to make amends 
by returning the yearbook. At first, Brady felt 
violated as this random person had the audacity  
to trespass onto his father’s property and steal  
the book. However, Brady decided to replace his 
feelings of anger with forgiveness, understand-
ing that the malfeasance would soon be rectified 
and the man’s effort to return the book would be  
greatly appreciated.   

The unnamed man mailed the yearbook 
to Brady, and a week later it appeared on his 
doorstep. Brady and his family then looked 
through the yearbook in disbelief, peering into 
his father’s past. “It was definitely touching 
to look back in time and see everyone that my  
father was associated with… When I think about  
it I am grateful that the man had taken the  
yearbook, or it might have been damaged or lost  
if it stayed with us. This man had given us a gift  
in disguise.” Wrongs from the past have been  
fixed and this black cloud had a quite beautiful silver 
lining as the Brady family enjoyed the memories 
once made in the past.

crash involving a Tesla on southbound Highway 101 
on Mar. 23. The Mountain View Fire Department 
released a statement that a Tesla Model X crashed 
into a concrete barrier near the Highway 85 ramp, 
killing its driver, Walter Huang. Tesla declared on its 
company website that, “the reason this crash was so 
severe is that the crash attenuator, a highway safety 
barrier which is designed to reduce the impact into 
a concrete lane divider, had either been removed or 
crushed in a prior accident without being replaced. 
We have never seen this level of damage to a Model 
X in any other crash.” The company also disclosed 
that the driver had engaged autopilot at the time 
of the accident. 

After towing the car away to be kept at a storage 
yard, the high-voltage lithium-ion battery reignited 
three times within a week. In a safety memo written 
by Mountain View Fire Chief Juan Diaz, he said “We 
are very familiar and aware that a lithium ion bat-
tery that has been damaged has the potential to re-
ignite. The battery overheats. It’s not an event that 
surprised anybody.” Tesla did not release a statement 
connecting these two accidents. Anyone with infor-
mation regarding the incident in Los Gatos is asked to 
call Los Gatos-Monte Sereno police at 408-354-8600. 
(Sources: CBS San Francisco, Mercury News, NBC Bay 
Area, SFGate, Tesla)

Tesla crashes cause damage Alumnus finds yearbook

her consumer base, her school viewed them as a 
means of seeking inappropriate attention. “When 
I first heard about this, I thought there had to 
be something legal that I could pursue...They are 
hypersexualizing my posts and that is not okay by 
any means,” she explained in an interview with El 
Gato News. Paraphrasing the school’s policy, Pono-
marenko detailed how the rulebook implies that 

students “must represent the school well off and 
on campus at all times.” The fitness Instagrammer’s 
account did not reference her high school: “There 
was no mention of the school’s name; I completely 
disassociated myself with it,” she explained.

Despite this setback, Ponomarenko retains a 
positive attitude and is determined to continue 
following her passions. She is not pursuing legal 
action with the school, but hopes to receive her 
diploma and attend college at San Jose State Uni-
versity to study Kinesiology and Entrepreneurship. 
Ponomarenko plans to further her athletic clothing 
line and eventually dreams of opening her own gym. 

LOCAL FIASCO: A white Tesla crashed into the front of LG Starbucks. 

WORK IT: The famous fitness influencer poses in her local gym.
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HECTIC AT HQ: Telsa’s headquarters resides in downtown Palo Alto. 

 courtesy  flickr

BRUSH WITH FAME:  The friends pose together in the yearbook.

YOUNG ENTREPRENEUR: Ponomarenko plans to start a clothing line.

D. Cook

To watch the entire 
interview, visit 
elgatonews.com or 
scan the QR code 
with your phone or 
Snapchat camera. 

14855 Oka Road, Los Gatos, CA 95032

Looking for a job?
The JCC in Los Gatos is hiring for 
after-school & summer positions.

• Lifeguards
• Swim Instructors
• Camp Counselors
• Childcare Attendants
• Service Desk Attendants

Learn more at
www.apjcc.org/jobs

Get certified to work as a lifeguard! 
We offer American Red Cross 
Lifeguard Certification classes. 

Register at www.apjcc.org/redcross


