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by Tatum Jenkins
Humor Editor

LGHS set sail with its annual spring musical, Anything Goes, 
directed by India Gleason, to showcase the acting, singing, and danc-
ing skills of passionate students. Anything Goes follows the story of 
several passengers as they deal with love and crime on their ocean 
voyage to Europe. Billy Crocker, a stowaway, falls in love with socialite 
Hope Harcourt, but she’s engaged to Lord Evelyn Oakleigh. 

Sophomore Sophia Wright, who plays Harcourt, said, “I liked 
everything about playing Hope. Every time I perform as her I get to 
be a whole new person and that’s a really fun experience.” 

Director India Gleason runs this tight ship, making musical magic 
happen every time the curtain pulls back and the music starts to play. 
Although it’s her first time directing, Anything Goes appears to be 
a show as organized as any other. When talking about the directing 
experience, Gleason responded, “The most rewarding thing about 
directing Anything Goes has been being able to be a part of helping 
the students learn and grow throughout the process of the show. I 
have so much appreciation for the teachers and coaches I had in high 
school that helped make a difference in my time here, and it’s been 
such an honor to be able to take on such a role myself.”

Along with its array of talented people working on the stage, the 
show also boasted the best musicians at the school in the orchestra 
section. Sophomore flautist Rachel Corbett loved being a part of the 
instrumental ensemble, commenting, “I really enjoyed the experience 
because I did it with a few of my close friends and being able to watch 
people that I know sing, dance, and act was super cool.” The orchestra 
for Anything Goes featured musicians of all grades, and their instru-
ments melded perfectly to create the well-known music for this show.

In addition to the orchestra, the backstage crew was another essen-

LGHS holds Cultural Awareness Week
by Cole van Miltenburg
Editor-in-Chief

From Mar. 12 to Mar. 16, LGHS held its first-ever Cultural Aware-
ness Week, with engaging educational activities taking place each day 
during lunch. The inspiration for the week stemmed from the Epoch 
training, which came after last year’s highly-publicized racist prom 
asks. Librarian and Peer-to-Peer leader Mariana Cozzella explained: 
“we decided to put together a week of celebration of diversity to foster 
curiosity and education about diversity.”

The week kicked off with an impressive display of international 
flags that nearly extended through the entire Main Hall, along with a 
scattering of educational placards to define words pertaining to racial 
and cultural issues. Hanging across the hall was a banner setting the 
tone for the week; it stated: “Los Gatos, listen up! Everybody in. 
Nobody out.” During lunch, students chatted and some even busted 
out dancing as world music played from speakers near the front steps. 

At lunch on Tuesday, students and teachers crowded the halls to 
visit a plethora of posters that students made to represent various 
countries around the globe. Presenters showed onlookers a display of 
facts pertaining to culture, politics, history, and entertainment in their 
chosen nation. Many played music and handed out food and candy as 
well. Students could each obtain a “passport” that they could use to 
receive “stamps” (stickers) from each nation. While many represented 
the country from which they or their families came, others simply 
decided to learn more about a country that interested them and pre-
sented their newly-found information to the community.

The next day, a giant poster appeared in the front hall with a 
slogan for the week: “We Respect. We Accept. We Learn.” Students 
signed their names in agreement with the message, promoting values 
of equality and diversity in the Los Gatos community. After signing, 
they could receive a wristband and enter their names in a raffle to 
receive a Main Street Burgers gift card; students could also show the 
bands at Lolli & Pops to receive a discount.
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tial part of the team, even if they did not directly appear on stage. The 
crew made the sets and moved them to their correct locations onstage 
when needed. Junior Esperanza Rozas worked tirelessly to make the 
sets come together, remarking, “I really enjoyed painting sets and 
working with other members of the crew to build the set and watch it 
come together. It’s really satisfying seeing everyone’s hard work really 
pay off when the whole set is finally put together.”

Anything Goes reached out to its audience and provided entertain-
ment for people of all ages. With its cheery set and light-hearted musical 
numbers, this show brought smiles to all who attended.

On Friday, Cultural Awareness Week ended on a high note as food 
trucks parked near the front lawn for students to peruse during lunch. 
As a member of the Los Gatos Youth Commision (LGYC), junior Ana 
Cismaru helped organize each of the four trucks, which included tacos 
(North Border Tacos), Belgian Waffles (Waffle Amore), boba milk tea 
(Creative Sips), and Korean Barbecue (BBQ Kalbi). Cismaru said that she 
“reached out to food trucks that served food from each continent in 
the hopes of getting as much variety as possible.” The LGYC “wanted to 
bring different food trucks, representing various cultures from around 
the world, to LGHS to end Cultural Awareness Week with a celebration.”

The week was an opportunity for all LGHS students to learn some-
thing new about the lives of their multicultural peers at Los Gatos 
and those in the broader global community. For those like Cozzella, a 
first-generation American from Brazil, it allowed her to teach others 
about her culture. Cozzella explained, “many people think I speak 
Spanish because I grew up in Brazil – during the week I had a chance 
to educate people and tell them I speak Portuguese.” For LGHS, Cultural 
Awareness Week marks a step in the right direction for fostering a more 
accepting and understanding environment among students.

COUNTRY PRIDE: Students proudly display their home country’s flag. 
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BETTER THAN HOT LUNCH: Kids rush to get a taste from the food trucks.

DRESS TO IMPRESS: Two juniors show off their traditional Korean dresses.

ALL ABOARD: LGHS advertises the play, inviting students to come watch.
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