
in the next game, and eliminated them in game four with a 4-3 victory. 
In the other AL matchup, the Houston Astros swept the Cleveland 

Indians in three games, easily dominating them. In the AL Champion-
ship, the Red Sox lead 2-1 following a strong 8-2 win at Houston. The 
combination of Justin Verlander’s commanding pitches, and the bats of 
Jose Altuve, Alex Bregman, and the rest of the team were overwhelm-
ing for the Sox. This series appears to be a close one, although the 
Astros will be a tough team to defeat.    
(Sources: MLB, ESPN)

MLB Playoffs competition heats up for World Series

Earlier this season the varsity boys were invited to 
compete in the annual Scott Roche Invitational tour-
nament, hosted at Menlo School. Our Wildcats battled 
some of the top water polo teams in Northern California, 
including St. Mary’s, Granite Bay, Serra, and Rocklin 
high schools. Unfortunately, the team left the tourna-
ment with only one win against Serra, 16-11, out of the 
four games they played that weekend. Luckily, Powell 
and Moayed viewed these losses as learning experiences. 
Moayed explained that playing against teams above their 
skill level, whether they win or lose, “strengthens the 
team mentally and physically,” allowing them to return 
from the tournament with strength and prevail in the 
league season.

Be sure to cheer on the frosh/soph team as they near 
the end of their season and the varsity team when they 
compete in league finals next week!  
(Sources: MaxPreps)
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by Nick Borgia
P.R Manager

Sept. 28 marked the first day of the p1440 volleyball 
event, which took place at Avaya Stadium. P1440 is a three 
day beach volleyball festival, which includes high level 
competitive volleyball, food, beverages, demo booths, an 
assortment of classes, music, and much more. The event, 
founded by three-time olympic gold medalist Kerri Walsh-
Jennings, takes place at multiple locations throughout the 
West Coast each year. P1440 attracts thousands of specta-
tors from around the area and includes a $300k prize pool 
for the professional players in the tournament.

San Jose was lucky enough to be one of the locations for 
p1440 this year, along with Huntington Beach, San Diego, 
and Las Vegas. The event was set up around the outside 
of Avaya Stadium, complete with tents, stages, outdoor 
games, and several sand volleyball courts, including a main 
court with bleachers, ESPN crews, and even cheerleaders, 

Avaya hosts volleyball festival

by Ethan Sanders
Humor Editor

The Los Gatos boys water polo teams, in the midst 
of their season, are headed for success in both of their 
leagues. The frosh/soph team is almost undefeated with 
an ongoing record of 11-1, with their one loss being 
against Palo Alto. They’re currently positioned to finish 
first out of the seven teams in their league. The varsity 
team has a current record of 6-4; however, they can 
still win their league and advance to CCS. Our varsity 
Wildcats are tied for second in their league with Palo 
Alto (whom they beat in the first half of the season) 
after they lost to Palo Alto 10-9 in a nail-biting game. 
The team will attempt to win their league playing in the 
finals against the undefeated powerhouse Mountain View, 
along with other strong competitors such as Palo Alto, 
 Los Altos, Homestead.

The varsity team captains, seniors Cooper Powell 
and Arman Moayed, are optimistic about how the team 
has played throughout the season. Moayed says that the 
team has been going “above and beyond,” and encourages 
his teammates to work harder as the season progresses. 
Powell believes that the secret to success will be “finding 
ways for [the players] to hang out both as teammates 
and as friends outside of the pool.” He not only wants 
the team to play and practice together, but to bond as 
friends to improve the overall team chemistry. Powell 
elaborated that the team came into the season strong, but 
he warned that too much success could “let us get ahead 
of ourselves, which could have led to some trouble in the 
early season, especially with our game against Mountain 
View.” Both Powell and Moayed are working not only to 
improve the team’s skills and abilities in the water, but 
also to improve their connections outside the pool. 

by Nate White
Sports Editor

Baseball fans across the country have tuned into the October mad-
ness that is the MLB playoffs. This year’s games bring suspense, surprise, 
and heartbreak, as teams look to advance taking game by game.

In the National League, the regular season ended with a tie in 
the West between the Colorado Rockies and Los Angeles Dodgers. The 
Dodgers won the one-game playoff, granting themselves a spot in the 
divisional series. Next, the Rockies advanced to the Wildcard game, 

Dance performs well
by Delaney Brown
People Editor

This month has been a big turning 
point for the Los Gatos Varsity Dance Team 
as they finish up the football season and 
prepare for their upcoming rally perfor-
mance and the future basketball season. 
The team has been tirelessly working on 
new routines to perform at all of the JV 
and Varsity football games almost every 
Friday and have added a variety of new 
sideline routines and cheers for rally-
ing up the crowd. With the help of new 
captains and a new assistant coach, the 
team has been more productive than 
ever before. They have started to shift 
their focus to learning more conventional 
and challenging choreography and work-
ing on their performance quality as the  
seasons change.

Boys water polo keeps winning

which is something you never see at volleyball matches. 
p1440 is designed to be pure fun and entertainment. 
There were all sorts of outdoor games, such as Spikeball, 
cornhole, ping pong, and even a giant game of Connect 
Four. With the Connect Four game, the objective was to 
set different colored volleyballs into the structure to 
get four in a row, which was a fun twist. Younger club 
volleyball players swarmed the game, spending lots of 
time trying to make crazy sets into the top. On the 
volleyball courts, whenever matches were not taking 
place, spectators were welcome to come play. 

After hours of playing or watching in the heat, 
many different options for food and drink awaited for 
people to enjoy. A central theme of p1440 is health and 
wellness, so there was a variety of healthy food items 
to choose from. Throughout each day, many different 
classes and clinics took place. For example, people could 
take yoga classes, workout classes, and even medita-
tion classes. There were also volleyball clinics for both 
adults and juniors that were led by professional coaches. 
Overall, there was way more to p1440 than just watching 
pros play volleyball. 

The men’s bracket consisted of 24 duos looking to 
take home a portion of the $300k. Latvian duo Martinš 
Plavinš and Aleksandrs Samoilovs went undefeated to 
get 1st place, and they only lost one set in the win-
ners bracket. The women’s bracket also consisted of 
24 duos. Kerri Walsh-Jennings and her partner Anouk 
Vergé-Dépré lost in the semi-finals to Brazilian duo 
Carolina Solberg Salgado and Maria Elisa Antonelli, who 
ended up losing in the finals to Brandie Wilkerson and 
Heather Bansley. Wilkerson and Bansley only lost one 
match throughout the tournament, but they destroyed 
Salgado and Antonelli by 10 in the first set and 4 in 
the second set of the finals.   
(Sources: ESPN, MaxPreps)WHAT A BEAUTY!: Avaya uses its size for events other than soccer.

beating the Chicago Cubs in a battle of the bullpens with a 2-1 victory, 
and a two-out base hit to knock in the game winning run. 

After ending the Cubs’ season early, the Rockies went on to con-
clude their season at the hands of the Milwaukee Brewers. In the other 
NL divisional series, the Dodgers beat the young Atlanta Braves. The 
Braves avoided a sweep by winning the third game, but ultimately 
the powerful Dodgers defeated the Braves. With a bullpen pitching 
extremely well, and Dodgers’ hitters – including Manny Machado, 
Justin Turner, and Max Muncy – look to be serious contenders. 

Moving on to the NL Championship, the series is tied 2-2 after 
a walk-off from Cody Bellinger for the dodgers. In game one in Mil-
waukee, the Brewers got off to a quick 5-1 lead, and stellar bullpen 
pitching from Josh Hader put them ahead in the series. The Brewers 
had a strong chance at winning the second game, but a two run, 
game-tying home run off the bat of Justin Turner saw the Dodgers 
prevail. This series looks to be a thrilling one.

In the American League, The New York Yankees beat out the local 
Oakland Athletics in the Wildcard game, with offensive dominance. 
After the win, the Yankees went to Boston to take on their highly 
anticipated rival. In the first game, the Sox rallied around stud Chris 
Sale and an early 5-0 lead to easily beat the Yankees. In game two, 
Boston struggled against Yankees’ pitching in Masahiro Tanaka and 
the bullpen, while their bats were alive behind Aaron Judge, Giancarlo 
Stanton, and Gary Sanchez. The Sox went on to kill the Yankees 16-1 

LOOKIN FRESH: Astros Justin Verlander takes dubs on the pitching mound. 

WHAMMY: Dodgers power hitter Turner turns on a ball and says goodbye.

courtesy wikipedia

photos courtesy lghssports

SMILE: Seniors enjoy for final dance season.

POSE: Dancers smile towards the camera.

FRESH: Varsity is loaded with talented dancers.

courtesy wikimedia commons

STRIKE: Senior Ian O’Neill hucks the ball towards the goal.

 courtesy R. Van Sciver

At every home football game, you 
can spot the talented dancers in their 
sparkly black and orange dresses showing 
off their high kicks, turns, and jumps as 
they rally up the crowd. Relatively new to 
the sideline scene, the girls have worked 
very hard to adapt to the constant energy 
and pep required to keep the crowd 
entertained. Although sidelines can be 
quite draining, senior and captain Autria 
Aidun remarked that, “[She] loves giving 
back to the school community and sup-
porting [her] team. It’s also really great 
that [the dance team] can dance for a 
larger majority of the game now that we 
do sidelines.” With cheer by their side, the 
dance team has transformed the sideline 
atmosphere to accommodate many excit-
ing and exhilarating routines and cheers 
that enrapture the fans and engage the 
crowd as they watch the football games. 
Cheer and Dance have meshed together 
to create an impressive display of school 
spirit for all to see.  

Now that football season is coming to 
a close, the dancers are vigorously prepar-
ing for their performance at the spirit 
rally coming up on Oct. 20. The songs and 
choreography chosen for their routine are 
kept top secret to get a genuine reaction 
from the students when they hear their 

favorite songs come on over the speakers. 
Junior dancer Katie McEnroe explained 
that, “When the songs come as a surprise 
for the students, the crowd gets really 
excited and it makes the atmosphere much 
more energetic.” For the dancers, their rally 
performance is the most important because 
it gives them the opportunity to dance for 

their classmates and friends. Sophomore 
Kendrick Grespan stated, “The rally 
performances are the main thing I look for-
ward to every year. It’s my favorite because 
I get to show my school spirit while doing 
what I love.” Make sure to come to the 
spirit rally and the homecoming game on 
Friday, Oct. 20 to see the Los Gatos Varsity 
Dance Team show off their one of a kind 
dance moves in the spotlight. 

courtesy wikimedia commons


