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by Sasha Ryu
Media Production Editor

If you have been at LGHS long enough, sopho-
more Sophie Adams has probably caught your eye. 
Having perfected the art of thrift shopping, Adams 
has accumulated quite the intriguing wardrobe. 
Her signature Abercrombie slides and brightly 
colored ski pants are typical components of her 
unique style, which is highly influenced by her 
idol, Billie Eilish. 

ADAMS thrifts amphibious puppet

While Adams’ unapologetic fashion sense is 
enough to make her stand out in a crowd, her 
beloved Kermit the Frog doll is arguably the most 
memorable aspect of her appearance. “Last year, I 
was riding my bike when I saw him in the window 
of Affordable Treasures, and I swear I almost crashed 
into a pole. I bought him immediately and now I 
take him everywhere,” she explained.

Adams’ clever quips and well-timed Vine refer-
ences have earned her a reputation for having an 
offbeat sense of humor. You can always count on 
her to make class a little more exciting with a “Hur-
ricane Tortilla” joke. Beyond her playful persona, 
Adams also has a quiet, more introspective side. 
She is always ready to offer comfort and support to 

Andres tackles opponents
by Nate White
Sports Editor

If you ever walk through the welcoming 
campus of LGHS and feel a shadow creep over 
you, you probably just walked past junior Andres 
Dewerk. Standing at 6’8” and a solid 295 pounds, 
Dewerk does not go unnoticed in a crowd.

Height and overall giant physique are not the 
only fascinating things about Dewerk; he is a 
man of multiple interests. However, his size did 
motivate him to play for the football team. Dewerk 
continues to display talent on the field day after 
day, earning his spot on varsity. He loves the team 
camaraderie, feeling it derives from spending so 
much time with his teammates every day. Cheering 
on his best friends and trucking opposing players 
brings satisfaction to Dewerk. 

Dewerk’s passion for football doesn’t just stop 
on the field; it also extends to Xbox games and 
watching the NFL. He loves Madden NFL, and 
claims to be “the best player around.” He is a big 
Cowboys fan, as they are “America’s team,” and 
loves watching their games every Sunday.  Dewerk 
hopes that, one day, he will have the opportunity 
to continue his passion for football and potentially 
play in college. If he keeps up the diligent work, 
this goal may be achievable.

Roselli dances her way through the start of freshman year
by Delaney Brown
People Editor

Freshman Jenna Roselli takes a bounding and confident leap into 
her high school career, just like she gracefully leaps onto the dance 
floor. This ninth grade prodigy is only fourteen years old and already 
touring the country with the prestigious dance company, NRG Dance 
Project, while boasting many champion titles from a large array of 
competitions. Roselli has been a dancer since she was three years old 
and has competed nationally for the last seven. She started to appre-

ciate the artistry and technique of dancing when she was in the sixth 
grade and switched to The Dance Company of Los Gatos. While she was 
there, she earned more solos and started taking more classes in jazz, 
ballet, contemporary, and hip-hop. When Roselli switched studios, 
competitions and conventions began to notice her.

As previously mentioned, Roselli tours with NRG Dance Project, 
meaning she gets to attend conventions and assist top choreographers 
around the country. It was definitely no small feat for her to get this 
amazing opportunity. Roselli went through many stages of grueling 
auditions and combo classes to be considered for the title of ‘prodigy.’ 
She competed with hundreds of girls and went to great lengths to make 
an impression on the judges, standing out with her amazing technique, 
quality of movement, and ability to pick up choreography quickly. 

Although NRG is Roselli’s favorite, she also enjoys attending other 
conventions like Radix and Nuvo. They also have two traveling con-
ventions that have amazing choreographers and scholarships available 
for the dancers. In addition to conventions, she attends regular dance 
competitions which don’t require combo classes or auditions. These 
competitions look exclusively for performance quality on the stage 
and the performer’s ability to captivate the audience. Shining lights, 
stage makeup, and the adoring audience are just a few things that 
Roselli loves about performing. She explained, “Dance is the best way 
for me to express my emotions and truly be myself. Moving with my 
best friends every day is the most wonderful thing I could ask for.”

by Thomas Petroff
Sports Editor

Senior Jacob Ballou is the greatest adventurer you will ever 
meet, spending his life outdoors on a daily basis. An experienced 
golfer, speedy biker, and aspiring pilot, Ballou shares his love and 
genuine passion for the world with those around him.  

In his free time, Ballou enjoys numerous outdoor activities, 
including mountain biking and dirt biking in the Santa Cruz Moun-
tains and Lake Tahoe. He especially loves finding new trails and routes 
to take his bike on. When in Tahoe, Ballou also goes wakeboarding 
and wakesurfing on his boat. “On the weekends, I’ll go out camping 
with my guy friends to Big Sur and Pismo Beach,” Ballou said. 

One of Ballou’s major passions is piloting and he is currently in 

the process of receiving his pilot’s license. Once or twice a week, 
Ballou visits the Palo Alto Airport to fly his Cessna 152, a common 
airplane model, for a couple of hours. He mentioned how a Cessna 
152 is “one of the most basic training planes with a lot of manual 
work. There are not a whole lot of electronics, so you have to test 
your skills before you can do the fancy stuff.”

Ballou reflected on his piloting aspirations, stating, “My grandpa 
was a pilot in the Navy, so it’s been in the family, and it’s something 
I want to pursue as a career; I thought it would be great to get 
a kick start on it.” Ballou is more interested in attending college 
first, however, especially the University of Utah. Hoping to com-
plete ROTC (The Reserve Officers’ Training Corps) during college, 
Ballou plans to become an officer in either the Air Force or Navy 
as a fighter pilot. However, he has little interest in the commercial 
airline industry, as he pointed out how “the technology is so good 
that you don’t even fly the plane anymore; it’s all auto-pilot now 
with not that much work.”

As he has progressed through his pilot training, Ballou has 
learned how to preflight his plane before take-off. Preflighting 
the plane consists of “checking it over, filling it up with gas, and 
making sure there isn’t anything wrong with the electronics.” After 
completing a preflight, Ballou flies with his instructor. He men-
tioned how learning requires a ridiculous amount of repetition and 
practicing the same procedures. However, Ballou is close to being 
able to fly solo and eventually will fly a longer trip, such as one 
down to Pismo Beach, as his final test for his license. 

In addition to preflighting and the basics, Ballou had to learn 

When talking to Roselli about dance, you can see her modesty, 
passion, and true love for her art form. She especially loves her studio 
where “It’s like having a second family. I always feel so loved and 
welcomed when I’m there.” Roselli feels she’s improved so much from 
the constant support from her teachers and friends. It is obvious that 
Roselli has grown a lot from a little girl doing ballet in a pink, Target 
tutu. She is a true artist when she’s on the stage. Now that she is older, 
she takes eleven hours of dance a week. She has completely immersed 
herself in the art and has a big future ahead of her. Watch out world, 
because Roselli is chasseing your way.

how to stall and land the plane in order to fly. He mentioned how 
terrifying stalling was at first, stating how stalling is “literally 
just pointing towards the sky, going full power, and just waiting  
until it dies.” Landing is also especially difficult as Ballou says you 
have to account for wind speeds and communication with your 
tower simultaneously. 

He also competed on the LGHS Varsity golf team last year and 
will continue to participate this year. He especially loves the team 
because of the tight-knit group of kids and overall brotherhood the 
golf team shares. “We joke with each other and we all take the bus 
to the matches with each other.” 

Find Ballou on the LGHS campus, and he might just have some-
thing to say regarding his love for flying and adventurous passions. 
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Ballou takes steps to acquire his pilot license
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Outside of football, Dewerk loves to immerse 
himself in his Colombian roots. Every summer, 
and sometimes during winter break, he returns 
to Colombia for weeks at a time. He  cherishes 
visiting this beautiful country, spending time with 
his family members all day. While there, he goes to 
the beach, travels to mountains and jungles, and 
eats like a champion. He also loves improving his 
Spanish by constantly speaking the language with 
his relatives. Through spending time in Colombian 
culture, Dewerk has grown accustomed to using the 
nickname “Uce.” He calls his friends by this name, 
and they return the favor nicknaming Dewerk 
“Big Uce.”

Dewerk loves spending time with his buddies, 
playing video games, and going to the beach in 
Santa Cruz. Big Uce’s fun sense of humor and atti-
tude is going to take him far in life. Whether that 
entails a future playing football or not, Dewerk is 
going to keep living life the best way he knows 
how. So, if you feel a shadow, look up and give 
“Big Uce” a “hello.”

the people around her, and displays her emotional 
intelligence through her interpersonal connections. 

When asked what career path she’d be inter-
ested in, Adams stated that she wants to pursue 
psychology. “I really enjoy trying to understand 
what’s going through people’s heads and figuring 
out why people do what they do,” she commented, 
“I’m also super passionate about mental health, and 
I think it’s cool that I could have a career where I 
could potentially be helping people.” 

Besides psychology, Adams also has a passion 
for art and is a dedicated member of the LGHS’ 
junior varsity water polo team. A self-taught artist, 
Adams has been drawing “for as long as [she] can 
remember.” Adams recalled,  “when I was younger, I 
really loved Disney animated movies–especially The 
Lion King–and watching them was what initially 
inspired [her] to draw.” When she’s not sketching 
in the art room, you can find Adams doing laps at 
the pool. “I’m really excited about water polo at 
the moment. I love how it makes me push myself 
further than I thought that I could.” 

People like Adams are hard to come by. It’s rare 
to meet such a talented, funny, and genuinely kind 
individual. So keep your eyes peeled for a 5’6” 
blonde toting an amphibious puppet – she might 
just rock your world. 
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