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by Charlotte Brezoczky
Graphics Designer

Sophomore Raphael Pelayo started his second 
year at LGHS with a bang. When he is not at fencing 
practice, he can be found in his Calculus BC classes, 
at The Posh Bagel, or around campus taking pictures 
with a smile.

Pelayo, who goes by Raffie, enjoys math 
immensely and began his mathematical career at 
a young age. That early start, he says, “just kind 
of snowballed into something bigger.” He is now in 
Calculus BC with mostly seniors, and next year as 
a junior, he will either enroll in the high school’s 
AP Statistics course or attend community college 
to complete his math credit. Pelayo is also part 
of the New Tech program at LGHS and has had to 
balance his schedule at the beginning of the year 
to accommodate Calculus BC with his schedule. 

Fencing is a passion that Pelayo discovered 
recently; he approaches his one year mark with 
the sport soon. He first took an interest in the 
“really fast-paced sport,” because of a video 
game that he loved to play. Wanting to transfer  
reaction time skills in the game to real life, he 
voiced an interest even though, “nobody really 
does fencing anymore.” 

Pelayo pursues fencing and bagels Lynch studies medicine in SVCTE
by Morgan Tinsley
Sports Editor

When she’s not swimming alongside lemon 
sharks on vacation, junior Sydney Lynch can be 
found studying medical terms for her SVCTE medical 
science class. During the first semester of her class, 
Lynch and other students learn the basics of anat-
omy and medical terminology as preparation for 
working in a medical field. In the second semester, 
however, Lynch will have an internship in which 
she will work at a hospital three days each week 
and a rehabilitation center and a local clinic once 
a week. Before she can work as an intern, Lynch 
must prepare herself by learning new vocabulary 
and new topics each week. 

In addition to textbook studying, Lynch takes 
a hands-on approach to learning certain subjects. 
Lynch explained that while her class was studying 
blood, she “took blood and tested what type of 
blood it was… [by putting] drops of antibodies [on 
the blood] to see how it would react.” Taking both 
an interactive and traditional approach to medicine 
gives Lynch a brief look at what she hopes to study 
in college as she wants to further her medical study 
as a nurse or doctor. She explained that she has an 
interest in the field of medicine because “you get 
to help people every day, which is really awesome.” 

After her experiments are finished and class 
is dismissed, Lynch races back to Los Gatos High 
School each day to catch her third or fourth 
period. Because she takes the medical science class 
each day during first or second period, she often  
arrives at school in scrubs. After school, Lynch 
maintains her busy schedule by taking an anthro-
pology class at West Valley Community College 
twice a week where she learns about culture, race, 
and linguistics. 

Outside of the classroom, in her minimal 
amount of free time, Lynch enjoys volunteering, 
creating works of art, and travelling. Lynch often 
volunteers at the Northern Children’s Hospital of 
California and other local charities such as House of 
Hope, where she serves homemade meals and helps 
shoppers in the pantry. She also volunteered as a 
camp counselor at Kennolyn Camp for three weeks 
over the past summer. 

Lynch frequently shows her artistic side with 
photography and artwork as well. She described 
her most recent and favorite art piece as a “mono-
chromatic portrait… that took [her] a month and 
a half to complete.” Accompanied by her parents, 
Lynch frequently travels to tropical locations. She 
recently traveled to Belize and Bora Bora where  
she received her scuba diving certification and 
dove with sharks. Lynch explained that the sharks  
were lemon sharks and black tipped sharks, which 
“are friendly… unless provoked, so [she] didn’t 
have to [take any safety measures].”

Despite her busy schedule, Lynch loves every-
thing she does from studying medicine to scuba 
diving to volunteering, and puts great effort into 
all of her activities. 

Westman spreads kindness in lake Mills every summer

by Erin Grasty
Editor-in-Chief 

You’re standing in the loud, busy library and hear a slight Austra-
lian accent babbling off in the distance. Wondering who in Los Gatos 
might possibly have an Australian accent, you turn to find none other 
than freshman Noah Avery. Avery always brings a smile to his friends’ 
faces. His upbeat personality and exciting stories about cliff diving and 
building his own computer never fail to leave people in awe.

Before moving to Los Gatos at the age of seven, Avery lived in 
Sydney, Australia, about a two minute walk away from Bondi Beach. 
When his family moved to Los Gatos, they got two cats named Aussie 
and Bondi in commemoration of their home across the sea. Avery 
explained how Santa Cruz is nothing quite like home, as he loved to 
spend his time surfing the warm waves back in Australia.

Avery and his family love living in Los Gatos, but sometime around 
his spring break of eighth grade, they got a weeks notice saying they 
had to leave the country due to an issue with their visa. He explained, 
“We packed up as much as we could to stay in Europe…I missed about 
two months of school and I pretty much did everything out of my 
computer and my textbooks.” His family stayed in Oxford, England, 
for a month and Venice for two weeks as their spring break vacation. 
Then they flew back to England from Venice, then stayed in Belgium 
for another month waiting for their visa. Avery said the experience 
wasn’t too bad because “luckily [his] best friend lives there, so [they] 
stayed with him a lot of the time.” In the end, they got their visa and 
moved back to Los Gatos.

One thing Avery brought from Australia when he moved was his 
adventurous side. In Australia, Santa Cruz, and Tahoe, Avery loves 
to cliff dive. “When I jump off, it gives me a lot of excitement and 
adrenaline.” Typically Avery likes to jump off 20 foot rocks in Tahoe, 
doing flips after becoming comfortable with the jump. However, one 
time he strayed out of his comfort zone by jumping 50 feet: “It took 
me an hour just to get into the mindset of me jumping. Once we did it, 
I felt accomplished, but I didn’t do it again.” Ironically, this adrenaline 
junkie, who is talented in surfing and cliff diving, is afraid of boats, 
so don’t expect to see him waterskiing any time soon.

Avery isn’t just a daredevil Australian; he’s also quite tech-savvy. 
Avery started making YouTube videos when he saw that his younger 
sister was getting a lot of recognition for her slime videos. Avery takes 
clips of his best Fortnite kills and compiles them into video montages. 
Though he hasn’t been making videos for very long, Avery is currently 
in Mr. Garrett’s Multimedia Journalism class and enjoys the reaction 
he gets from other people when he speeds up a clip or puts in a cool 
clip transition. Not only does Avery make videos in his free time, he 
also built his own PC. Avery said it took about three hours to find all 

of the compatible parts to build the computer, and about two days to 
construct the entire thing.

As a freshman at Los Gatos High School, Avery is very excited 
for what his high school experience has in store. He explained that 
he considered going to Mitty or Bellarmine, but is glad he decided  
to come to LGHS because, as he stated, “I love this school.” Avery 
has big plans for his future in high school; he hopes to tryout for the 
school soccer team and maybe even apply for El Gato. So, be sure to 
keep an eye out for this outgoing kid and the big things he’s got in 
store this year.
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One of the most unique parts of Pelayo’s every-
day life is his open tab at the popular lunch spot, 
The Posh Bagel, in downtown Los Gatos. When his 
mother was young and living in the Philippines, 
she would pay restaurants in advance so she could 
walk in and order what she wanted. Carrying the 
convenient practice over to the US, she opened 
up a tab at Posh for Pelayo to use. He walks to 
get boba during lunch or even up to three times 
a day, which is arguably “not the best diet, but 
[he] will take it.”

Avery brings his Australian personality to the seaside cliffs of Santa Cruz
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by Ashley Hagar
People Editor

Surrounded by almost a hundred people, including her siblings, 
friends, extended family, dogs, and even a live band, senior Claire 
Westman describes the past Fourth of July at her neighbor’s house 
in Wisconsin as her favorite memory. “We ended up staying there for 
almost seven hours. Everyone was having a good time and talking 
with each other,” Westman described, “I just enjoyed seeing people 
from different walks of life all mingling with one another. It was a 
magical night.” 

Westman travels to Wisconsin every year to visit family, and this 
summer was no exception. In 2015, she made the decision to live in 
the small town of Lake Mills for two months of her summer vacation, 
even though she knew nobody except her family. Only 24 hours after 
Westman’s arrival in town for the first time, she found herself in a 

store with the local elementary school’s principal who offered her 
a job teaching the kids at summer school. She also taught swim 
lessons at the local beach and has continued ever since.

Westman’s passion for helping others, especially 
kids, stems from her experience in Lake Mills. 
Her life motto is asking herself and people 
“How can I help?” With this question as a 
guide, Westman wants to be as support-
ive and kind to as many people as she 
can. After studying either biomedical 
engineering or biology in college, West-
man hopes to pursue an MD and go to 
medical school to become “some sort of 
pediatric doctor” where she can spread 
her kindness.

Westman hopes to be as hardworking and 
successful as her older siblings Lea and Nick, 
through her potential pediatric career. Although 
both siblings are role models for her, Westman strug-
gled with connecting with them when she was young because of 
their large gaps in age. However, Westman’s religious beliefs allowed 
her to find a way to escape the shadow of being the “baby of the 
family.” The global organization Young Life allowed her to meet some 
of her best friends, fall in love with the atmosphere and community, 
and connect with her siblings. Because both Young Life leaders and 

her siblings were in college when Westman first joined the club in 
sixth grade, she understood how her brother and sister felt as they 

went through higher education and experienced adulthood. 
She continues to attend Young Life and her beliefs 

motivate her and bring her joy. Westman stated 
“God is the reason I am happy; He’s given me 

my family, Dexter, my friends, everything.”
Christianity is not the only thing that 

gives Westman joy and provides a pathway 
to meet new people, as she is also part of 
the LGHS swim team as well as she swam 
competitively from age eight until her 
freshman year. When Westman travels to 

Wisconsin over the summer, she teaches swim 
lessons at Rock Lake, the same lake where she 

learned to swim and where her mom swam when 
she was pregnant with her. Not only does Westman 

swim, but she also works as a lifeguard at the Los Gatos 
Swim and Racket Club and has since her freshman year. 

Westman also lifeguards in Wisconsin at Rock Lake each summer. 
Whether she is saving lives at the beach, teaching kids English, 

or simply playing with her dog, Westman believes everyone should 
create a positive environment for themselves and enjoy everything 
they do. If you see her around campus, be sure to ask her how you 
can find a way to help others and watch the smile on her face grow.

                          

Pelayo can be seen holding a camera when 
walking around campus as he is a part of the 
yearbook staff at LGHS and enjoys editing videos. 
Being in yearbook coincidencidently ended up in 
his modified schedule to accommodate Calculus BC, 
however video making is not a new discovery for 
him. His cousin has a background in editing videos, 
and he watched his cousin work with National Geo-
graphic as a part of his film company career when 
he was young. Through this connection he began 
working with media, and is now trying to merge 
his passion within the yearbook class.  

Pelayo looks forward to the rest of his sophmore 
year filled with fencing, bagels, and friends.


