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On Wednesday, Sept. 12, Apple announced three new phones and 
a new watch at its annual September Keynote Event. This year’s event 
was held at Apple’s new headquarters in the Steve Jobs Theatre in Apple 
Park. The event opened with a comical mini-movie where an Apple 
employee utilized the company’s products to quickly navigate herself 
to the Steve Job’s theatre, bringing with her the 
“holy” clicker, necessary to begin the presentation.

Apple COO Jeff Williams emerged onstage to 
announce the Apple Watch Series 4. The watch 
once again comes in two different models: GPS 
starting at $399 and GPS + Cellular starting 
at $499. Apple engineers managed to compact 
the device even more by increasing the size of 
the screen to 40mm and 44mm while slimming 
down the overall body. They also removed the 
mechanical digital crown and replaced it with 
an updated haptic one, contributing to the 
decrease in body size. Under the hood are 
Apple’s next-generation S4 64-bit dual-core pro-
cessors that are designed to perform two times 
faster. Both the accelerometer and gyroscope 
have twice the dynamic range and can sample 
motion-data eight times faster. Despite all the 
enhancements to the watch, the battery life still 
lasts 18-hours. Its outdoor workout times have 
even been increased to six hours with full GPS 
tracking for long bike rides. 

Of the many new features on the watch, there are two new main 
upgrades that people are excited for: an ECG monitor and a sensor  of 
potential injury. When you fall, the watch analyzes wrist trajectory 
and impact acceleration to detect how hard you fell and whether it 
should initiate an emergency call. If you’re immobile for one minute, it 

Apple announces new iPhones and updated watch
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Lines formed out the door as people waited to view 
the groundbreaking film Crazy Rich Asians, 
based on the literary trilogy by Kevin 
Kwan. Director John M. Chu brought the 
Singaporean story to film on Aug. 15 in 
the United States and Canada. Many call 
the extravagant film the “Asian Black 
Panther” due to its all-Asian cast. “Crazy 
Rich Asians” continues a movement 
towards casting minorities as lead roles 
in movies and television. 

The film opens the eyes of its audi-
ence because it provides depth to Asian 
characters in the story, which many other 
entertainment sources fail to do. Actress Nora Lum (a.k.a Awkwafina), 
who plays Goh Peik Lin, stated, “For many many years, [Asians have] 
only been given one dimension, whether or not they’re butt of jokes, 
they’re one-dimensional. That’s what happens when you only have one 

Asian character, but when you have 
more than one, you get complexity 
and plot lines that make them stand 
apart. We’re not all the same.” 

In addition, many believe Crazy 
Rich Asians success will deter-
mine the future of Asians in 
the entertainment industry. LA 
Times journalist Frank Shyong 
wrote, “I thought, however 
bizarrely, that my own social 
value and that of the entire 
Asian American community 
hinged upon the box-office 
receipts of this film.” On the 
other hand, Awkwafina also said 

during her interview with CBS News that, “I 
don’t think the success of the movie should 
dictate whether or not there should be Asian 
Americans in film. I don’t think Crazy Rich 

will automatically call and send a message to your emergency contacts 
using the SOS feature. Traditionally, Apple watches utilize an optical 
heart rate sensor to calculate and track calories burned. Now, Apple 
has changed the game; the Series 4 will notify you if your heart rate 
appears to be too low or high, and will screen your heart rhythm in 
the background. If it detects an abnormality like an irregular rhythm, 
which could point to atrial fibrillation, it will notify you. As of now, the 

device isn’t able to diagnose symptoms, but it can 
detect them for you so you can then consult 
a doctor. Additionally, you are now able to 
take an ECG anytime, anywhere, straight 
from your wrist by opening the app and 
placing your finger on the digital crown. 
The digital crown then records the data 
within the health app, which you’ll be 
able to share with a doctor, so they can 
see a more detailed picture of what is 
occurring within your body.

Apple then proceeded to unveil its 
new and long-anticipated iPhones. Apple 
first revealed the iPhone XS and XS Max. 
Both phones are available in Silver, Space 
Gray, and Gold with storage variations of 
64GB, 256GB, and even 512GB with the 
iPhone XS starting at $999 and XS Max at 
$1099. Many of the features described are 
the same as the iPhone X with the excep-
tion of the A12 Bionic chip, portrait mode 
with advanced bokeh and depth control, 

smart HDR, slightly improved battery, and Dual SIM (nano-SIM 
and eSIM). Usually, there is a special feature that comes with the 
larger version of an iPhone, however, this year the only difference 
is screen size and a slightly longer battery life. Apple disappointed 
many eager customers with the lack of “wow” features. The iPhone 
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Over the past few months, Netflix released an unanticipated 
plethora of new and returning original shows and movies, providing 
the general public with weeks of entertainment. Ranging from a 
unique reality series to cheesy teenage rom-coms, the majority of 
these releases have yet to disappoint. 

The year began strong with the release of “Queer Eye,” a new 
rendition of the popular 2003 reality TV show, “Queer Eye for the 
Straight Guy.” This quirky and unique show follows a group of 
homosexual men known as the “Fab Five” as they strive to make-
over the lives of people in need. Episodes feature the revamping 
of wardrobes, lifestyle, grooming habits, home decoration, food 
preparation, and more. Not only does this original provide hours of 
endless entertainment – of course, until you’ve binged the entirety of 
the two seasons – but it gives viewers an insight into how outsiders 
may perceive them, and sneaks in a myriad of life lessons about 
vulnerability and personal growth.

Next came “Everything Sucks!” on Feb. 16. This ten-episode 
series follows a group of young teenagers as they begin their first 
year at “Boring High School.” Featuring the creation of a fictional 
student-produced film about intergalactic space travel, the season 
incorporates romance, humor, and friendship all while addressing 
relevant societal issues in the lives of teenagers and maintaining 
an intriguing plot that hooks the viewer from start to finish. Short 
and sweet, “Everything Sucks!” is a must-watch for high schoolers 
everywhere, as it is sure to acknowledge at least one of the personal 
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battles they will face throughout these four years of their lives. 
Released in March of 2018, “On My Block” features a racially 

diverse cast of teenagers maneuvering through the hardships of grow-
ing up in a dangerous neighborhood. This coming-of-age series packs 
a wide array of harsh realities into ten short episodes and touches on 
hardships faced by people and children of color all across the world. 
After ending the first season 
on an invigorating 
cliffhanger, producers 
announced that they 
will be renewing the 
critically-acclaimed 
original for a second 
season in the near 
future. Stay tuned for 
the continuation of 
the refreshing and exhilarating plot.

Netflix continued their theme of LGBTQ+ representation with 
their release of “Alex Strangelove,” a touching story about a teen-
ager’s journey to discover his sexuality. (WARNING: Spoilers ahead. 
Proceed with caution.) The film follows the coming out story of Alex 
Strangelove as he struggles to break off his one-sided relationship 
with his girlfriend and develops feelings for an openly gay teenager, 
Elliot. The producers send an influential message about acceptance 
through the finale of the film, where they share real coming out 
videos from teenagers all over the US. 

Next came the two most iconic Netflix releases of 2018, “The 

Crazy Rich Asians  Tops  box  office  record

XS will be available for pre-order Sept. 14 and in stores on Sept. 21.
Following the reveal of the XS and XS Max, Philip W. Schiller, Apple’s 

Senior Vice President of Worldwide Marketing, explained that Apple 
wants to reach as many customers as it can. He then announced the 
arrival of the iPhone XR. The iPhone XR, replacing the 8 and 8 Plus in 
Apple’s more “affordable” line of phones, comes with a starting price 
tag of $749. The phone is similar to the 5C with respect to its “cheaper” 

price, has fewer premium features, and 
comes in a variety of colors: blue, white, 
black, yellow, coral, and red. In com-
parison to the iPhone XS, the iPhone 
XR comes with a lower quality “Liquid 
Retina” LCD screen instead of a “Super 
Retina” OLED screen. The only major 
premium feature missing from this device 
is the lack of “3D Touch” and a telephoto 
lens. Other than that, the two model types 
are very close in similarity. The iPhone XR 
is available for pre-order available on Oct. 
19 at 12:01 AM and in stores on Oct. 26, 
where it comes in three storage variations: 
64GB, 128GB, and 256GB.

Apple has once again released ground-
breaking  products that continue to satisfy 
users. However, the company disappointed 
many people with the lack of an announce-
ment for a new iPad and updated Airpods. 
Many people are also left wondering where 
Apple’s all-in-one wireless charging pad 

AirPower is, since it was announced for release in early 
2018. Nonetheless, the new products are already sold out and back-or-
dered on their website, presenting Apple with the notion that  people 
are content to pay for the latstest iPhone.
(Sources: Apple, TechRadar, MacRumors)

Asians will be the last, no matter how it does.” 
Garnering excellent reviews and topping the box 
office for multiple weeks, the film made history 
as the most successful rom-com in nine years, 
which will likely lead to the production of more 
Asian-American films in the future.

Crazy Rich Asians raked in over 111 million 
dollars in North America alone within its first 
three weeks. On top of that, Warner Bros. started 
planning the sequel, will be based on the second 
book of the trilogy, China Rich Girlfriend. 

Overall, Crazy Rich Asians proved to be a 
success as its all Asian cast excited its audience. 
The film also gave Asian Americans a sense of 
pride. As Awkwafina stated, “ it’s the power 
of representation, the privilege of represen-
tation, so realizing that and having that is so 
powerful. It goes beyond ‘summer rom-com.’ 
It really is culturally significant.” 
(Sources: LA Times, CBS News, Forbes)
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Kissing Booth” and “To All the Boys I’ve Loved Before.” Though 
easily comparable to each other in that both films are about as 
cheesy and romantic as they come, these originals follow very 
different and unique plotlines. 

“The Kissing Booth,” featuring actors Joey King and Jacob 
Elordi, – who, by the way, are dating in real life – follows protag-

onist Elle’s prohibited crush on 
her best friend’s older brother 
Noah. By incorporating just 
the right amount of bad 
acting, teenage rebellion, and 
sappy confession scenes, this 
charming film leaves teenage 
girls awestruck. 

In contrast, “To All the 
Boys I’ve Loved Before” emits 

a more sophisticated vibe, though it still  is completely unreal-
istic. The plot features a high school girl named Lara Jean who 
copes with her intense crushes by writing each one a private 
love letter, never to be seen by the public eye. In a predictable 
turn of events, the letters are “accidentally” distributed to each 
boy she has ever had feelings for, and Lara Jean evades the con-
sequences by faking an unlikely relationship with popular jock 
Peter Kavinsky. Don’t worry, I will avoid spoiling the remainder 
of the intriguing storyline, just know it involves an eventful ski 
trip and many moments of self-realization among the characters. 
(Sources: Netflix, IMDb, NY Times)


