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by Bradley Adams
PR Editor

On Wed., Oct. 30, Apple held an October special event from the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music Howard Gilman Opera House in New York. 
Apple announced a new iPad Pro and two long awaited Mac products, 
the Mac Mini and a new MacBook Air. Tim Cook, Apple’s CEO, kicked off 
the event by expressing how the company loves New York because it’s 
home to one of the most vibrant creative communities on the planet.

After speculation that Apple was going to archive the MacBook 
Air as a product altogether, they surprised many with their release 
of an all new MacBook Air with 13-Inch Retina Display and Touch ID. 
Laura Legros, an Apple executive, took the stage to explain all the 
new features within the new Macbook Air.

The laptop sports an Intel eighth-generation, Intel dual-core 
processor powering, and LED-backlit Retina display with IPS technol-
ogy. Apple also upgraded the computer’s graphics, maximum memory 
option, and maximum storage capacity option. Whether you’re surfing 
the web on Safari or watching movies on iTunes, Apple managed to 
compact an all day battery into their 2.75 pound laptop, surpassing its 
MacBook and MacBook Pro. The company altered the computer making 
it uniform with all the other models and use a USB-C power port to 

by Lexi Kupor
Media Production Editor

Music lovers have been nothing less than 
thrilled at the copious number of new 
releases from the genera-
tion’s most famed artists. 
After seemingly intermi-
nable hiatuses of many 
musicians, new songs, EPs, 
and albums have finally  
been revealed.

On Oct. 19, pop artist 
and El Paso, Texas, native 
Khalid released an EP titled 
Suncity. Although it con-
sists of only seven songs, 
the EP has already gained 
tremendous popularity and  
media attention.

Khalid’s previous claim to fame is his 2017 album 
American Teen, and after a long wait for new music, 
fans greeted Suncity with open arms and ears. He 
tweeted that his new EP defines the “start of a new 
era.” After recently being 
named best soul/R&B 
male artist at the Ameri-
can Music Awards, Khalid 
certainly seems to have a  
promising future.

In similar fashion, 
up-and-coming artist 
Billie Eilish released her 
song “When the Party’s 
Over” on Oct. 17. Shock-
ingly, Eilish is only 16 
years old, and was still 13 
at the release of her claim to fame single “Ocean 
Eyes,” but has still gathered an immense following. 
She currently has one EP entitled Don’t Smile at Me, 

and plans to release a full-length album next year.
Rapper Cardi B released “Money” on Oct. 23, 

which was two days earlier than the anticipated 
release. Not only is she 
busy with her own music 
and collabs with prom-
inent rap personalities 
such as Migos, G-Eazy, 
and A$AP Rocky, but she 
also recently gave birth 
to her daughter Kulture 
on July 10.

In addition, Ellie 
Goulding surprised lis-
teners with her release 
of “Close to Me” on Oct. 
24. This song features 
a collaboration with 
Diplo and Swae Lee, 

and strays away from the English pop star’s  
original style.

Clearly, the past few weeks have been an 
extremely exhilarating time for the music world. 

However, this mania extends 
even further back; Brockhamp-
ton released Iridescence on 
Sept. 21, and Ariana Grande 
amazed fans with Sweetener 
on Aug. 17.

Recent surprises and 
releases from a multitude 
of well-known artists have 
left music fans with a large 
array of albums to choose 

from, and listeners con-
tinue to anticipate the next 

announcement and release date from their  
favorite singers.
(Sources: Billboard, E! News)

charge the laptop and its butterfly-mechanism keyboard.
Next, Tom Boger, senior director of Mac Hardware Product Market-

ing, announced the new Mac mini. The new Mac mini preforms five 
times faster and holds more memory capacity than the previous gener-
ation. Apple integrated its top of the line T2 Security Chip. It packs an 
Intel’s new eighth-generation 6-core and quad-core processors, faster 
2666MHz DDR4 memory up to 64GB, Thunderbolt 3 
(USB-C), HDMI 2.0, and available 10Gb Ethernet, and 
all-flash storage with up to 2TB SSD. Due to all of the 
performance upgrades, Apple had to reinvent 
a new thermal cooling system, which 
provides two times increased 
airflow and 70 percent more 
sustained power courtesy of 
all-flash storage, a bigger fan, 
expanded vents, and a redesigned 
power supply.

Senior Vice President of Retail, Angela Ahrendts 
shared an update about new Today at Apple sessions at Apple Store 
locations around the world and images of their latest and greatest 
Apple stores.

John Ternus, Vice President of Hardware Engineering, revealed 
the new iPad Pro, with an all-screen Liquid Retina display and Face 
ID. Apple made a significant change to the iPad, by switching its 
charging port from a Lightning connector to a USB-C connector. 
The company added portrait mode and lighting to the front facing 

camera, increased the maximum storage capac-
ity option, and added eSIM connectivity. The 
device is equipped with Apple’s fastest chip 
ever, the A12X Bionic chip with Neural 
Engine all while maintaining the same 
battery life as the previous generation 
iPad Pro. Ternus also introduced Apple’s 
new second generation Apple Pencil, 
engineered to seamlessly work like an 
actual pencil.

The presentation then featured guest 
speakers to display the creativity that can be 

unleashed when using the all-new iPad Pro. Finally, Lana 
Del Rey performed some of her new songs on stage for a grand finale 
of the Keynote presentation.
(Source: Apple)

Here we have it - all of El Gato’s newest list of recommends for you 
to enjoy this holiday season! 

Holiday Cookies: It’s that time of year again – the holiday 
season. Grocery stores are currently stocking 
their shelves with the cookies that should 
be available year round, but aren’t: the 
holiday Pillsbury Shape Sugar Cookies. If 
baked just right, they offer the texture 
we all desire: soft on the inside with a 
crunch on the edges, with a simple, yet 
sweet flavor to follow the first bite. In a 
variety of holiday designs – snowmen, 
ghosts, jack-o-lanterns, and reindeer – 
you better run to the store now as these 
cookies sell out within days, if not hours, 
of being available for purchase. - Ashley Hagar,  People Editor

Bambi: Bambi, the sophomore album from indie rock band Hippo 
Campus, delivers ethereal soundscapes and vivacious hooks, yet 
embodies a new sense of vulnerability not found in their first EP. On 
the second track, Anxious, the group delivers apprehensive, rever-
berating vocals, transporting listeners to a higher plane filled with 
crisp bass and a contradictory, solid beat. Bambi, the eponymous 
track, showcases falsetto vocals and a melody that easily makes the 
song the most popular of the album. Paired with a surreal, gravity 

defying music video and a North American and European tour, Bambi 
is destined to make waves in the indie rock scene. 

- Sophie Kroesche, Editor-in-Chief
Lindsey Lomis: 15 year-old Lindsey 

Lomis recently began her music career 
in Nashville, Tennessee, with the 
release of two songs, Simple Love 
and Our Memories. Published on 
Spotify, Apple Music, and other 
streaming services, these songs 
are the perfect combination of 
acoustic guitar and unique bass 
lines that, in their simplicity, will 
please music-lovers of all ages. 
Lomis’s talent shines beyond 

her young age, and her unprecedented success makes listening to 
her music all the more impressive. Be sure to appreciate the beauty 
of her melodies by finding her released songs on Spotify or Apple 
Music, or by following @lindseylomismusic to hear unreleased songs 
and covers.  - Jamie Blough, Center Editor

American Horror Story: Riveting, psychologically thrilling, and 
at times appalling, anthology horror series American Horror Story 
never fails to simultaneously terrify and captivate its viewers. Each 
season of the FX series features a new setting, ranging from a polit-
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ical cult in modern-day Michigan to a depraved asylum in 1960’s 
Massachusetts. By combining traditional elements of horror with 
themes of societal corruption, the show transcends the supernatural 
and delves into the darkness of human nature. You can watch the 
first seven seasons on Netflix, but be warned: AHS is not for the 
faint of heart or easily disturbed. - Eden Gibson, Editor-in-Chief

Atypical: Netflix’s Atypical is the refreshing, modern sitcom 
everyone longing for LGBTQ+ and autism representation needs. This 
show follows Sam, a senior in high school with autism, and the lives 
of his family members as they struggle with sexuality, infidelity, 
and responsibility. Atypical provides an engaging, entertaining 
break from everyday life with its hilarious episodes and charming 
characters. - Tatum Jenkins, Editor-in-Chief

Lo-Fi: Even though we live in California and it’s still 80 degrees 
in the fall, sweater weather is just around the corner. Once the 
chilly air rolls in and gloomy skies take over, it is time to cozy up 
and listen to Lo-fi while you watch the rain fall. Lo-fi is a genre 
of music made to sound like it is being played from a vinyl record, 
so there is no need to spend your money on a record player. Lo-fi 
typically has no lyrics and an artist will typically layer their beat 
with everyday sounds like cars in a busy street or birds singing. This 
type of music is perfect for snuggling up and relaxing in the fall, 
and can be found on Apple Music, Spotify, YouTube, and SoundCloud 
by searching “Lo Fi.”- Erin Grasty, Editor-in-Chief

by Wilma Wei
Culture Editor

Netflix’s new show, The Chilling Adventures 
of Sabrina, is a new remake of the old 1996 
comic and sitcom, Sabrina the Teenage Witch. 
The Chilling Adventures of Sabrina is a darker, 
scarier, and bolder version that leaves you 
intrigued and wanting for more all the way 
until the finale. 

The show first introduces you to 
Sabrina Spellman, who is half witch 
and half mortal, about to turn six-
teen, and raised by her witch 
aunts. Right before her six-
teenth birthday, Sabrina 
must complete her “dark 
baptism,” a ritual as 
part of her family’s tradi-
tion to pledge full loyalty 
to the Church of the Night and 
Satan that will turn her into a full 
witch. However, Sabrina is 
caught between the ordi-
nary world and her family’s 
world of witchcraft and must 
choose before she turns sixteen. As 
her birthday nears, her aunts become 
more insistent, telling her to give 
herself to the Church of the Night.  
However, once Sabrina finds out 
more about the ritual and what it 
means to be a witch, she defies 
her family and decides 
to fight for what 
she wants. 

This  thr i l l -
ing show will take 
you through Sabrina’s 
chilling adventures and 

battles against Satan himself and 
his minions. The Chilling Adven-

tures of Sabrina is filled with war-
locks, witches, rituals, exorcisms, 

and plenty of witchcraft. Unlike the  
original 1996 version, The Chilling 

Adventures of Sabrina takes a far darker 
turn with horrifying rituals and shocking 

visuals. The show’s retro aesthetic mixed 
with the beautiful cinematography creates 

a haunting and alluring atmosphere that will 
draw you in.

Despite the new show’s popularity and 
success, it has sparked quite some controversy. 
Due to the casual depictions of witchcraft 
and wiccan rituals shown, the new show has 
experienced some backlash from the public.  
Those who practice wiccan rituals have cri-
tiqued the show, saying that it is disrespectful 
to Wiccan culture. Others have also accused the  
show of appropriation, saying that the depictions 
of witchcraft are exaggerated and inaccurate. 

Contrary to this backlash, teens and 
adults have praised the show for its new 
and creative take on the 1996 version. 
This show has a perfect horror element 
to it, balanced out with a light-hearted 
feeling that will leave you feeling 

both fascinated and terrified. It’s a  
show unlike any other, making it  

perfect to watch with a big group 
of friends to get scared with. 

So when you have some 
free time this fall, 
be sure to check 

out The Chilling 
Adventures of Sabrina,  

which will truly leave 
you with chills.
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