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MX gets a new president
By Ethan Sanders
Humor Editor 

After winning a landslide victory in the Mexican 
presidential election on July 1 and being sworn 
into office on Dec. 1, Andrés Manuel López Obrador, 
often referred to as AMLO, began his six-year term 
as Mexico’s new leftist President. López Obrador 
promised a multitude of beneficial reforms that 
he will be instituting, namely a new strategy on 
Mexico’s war on drugs.

by Ashley Hagar
People Editor

On Dec. 4, Italian prosecutors named five Egyp-
tian security officials as suspects in the 2016 murder 
of 28-year old Italian student, Giulio Regeni, in 
Cairo, Egypt. 

Regeni attended Cambridge University until 
his death in 2016. In January of that year, while 
studying and doing research for his doctorate in 
Cairo, he went missing. Nine days later, his tortured 
body, covered in cuts and with many broken bones, 
was discovered on the side of the road. His mother 
could only identify her son by the tip of his nose 
due to the disfigurement of his body from the 
torture. Some believe that the suspected Egyptian 
officials killed Regeni because of his research. He was 
studying independent trade unions – a politically 
controversial topic in Egypt. 

Regeni murder gets justice

COVER UP: Egypt changed its story about what happened to Regeni.

A NEW APPROACH: AMLO prioritizes peace over military.

Gunmen kill thirty-one construction workers in Papua
by Katherine Monsef
Graphics Editor

In the Indonesian province of Papua, gunmen murdered 31 
workers on a construction site. The workers were only living in 
Papua temporarily and came to construct a major highway in the 
province. This tragic event is now the worst recorded separatist 
attack in Papua’s history.

Most of the workers who were killed moved from Sulawesi, where 
a recent deadly earthquake and tsunami destroyed their homes. They 
then took up jobs building the trans-Papuan highway, a 174-mile 
project to connect the cities of Wamena and Agats. The company 
employing these workers, PT. Istaka Karya, also has 35 other current 
construction sites for various bridges. They have stopped work at all 
sites for the time being because of the incident.

On Sunday, Dec. 1, the gunmen raided the bridge in the Nduga 
district, shooting and killing 24 of the workers and taking their 
bodies. Another eight workers escaped the scene and stayed at the 
house of a local parliament member. The gunmen tracked down the 
workers and killed seven of the eight. One did manage to escape, yet 
the police cannot find his current location. Due to the recent events 
in Nduga, police have closed off the bridge, and they are currently 
investigating the crime scene.

Despite the police’s efforts to track down the bodies of the 
deceased workers, most of the bodies are scattered throughout 
the district, guarded by the gunmen. The next day, another armed 
group killed a soldier and injured another at a military post in Mbua 
Village. In this area, many violent clans exist, creating a dangerous 
atmosphere. These separatists compete for control of this impover-
ished part of Indonesia and have continually risen up against the 
government for almost 50 years. 

Researcher Bobby Anderson believes that “locals seeking to extort 
money often target construction workers, who are seen as outsiders.” 
Given the prevalent violence in the Papua, these occurrences are not 
uncommon. People inhabiting this area often have low income and 
short life expectancy. Due to the manifold dangers in the province, 
foreign journalists typically are not permitted to enter.

Some also believe that violence occurred after the workers took 
pictures at a rally celebrating independence from Dutch colonial 
rule. Pro-independence citizens view the workers as outsiders and 
were likely enraged by their actions.
(Sources: AP News, NY Times, Mercury News)

GRUDGE AGAINST GOV: Violent criminals frequently target Indonesian soldiers.

Russia’s militaristic actions spark conflict with Ukraine
By Cooper Bowen
News Editor 

Recently, Russia initiated two incidents that escalated tensions 
between both Ukraine and the United States. On Nov. 26, Russia opened 
fire on and seized three Ukrainian naval ships near Crimea, injuring 
six sailors. On Dec. 5, Russia President Vladimir Putin threatened to 
“react accordingly” and develop new missiles, formerly banned in a 
Cold War pact, if the US attempts to exit the agreement.

Russia and Ukraine offer differing accounts of the naval incident, as 
Russia claimed that the Ukrainian ships had illegally entered Russia’s 
territorial waters. “They did not respond to legitimate demands by the 
ships and boats of Russia’s FSB Border Guard Service escorting them 
to stop immediately and performed dangerous maneuvers,” according 
to the Russian Federal Security Border Service. However, the office of 
the Ukrainian President Poroshenko claimed that Russia’s actions were 
“an act of aggression aimed at deliberately escalating the situation in 
the waters of the Sea of Azov and the Kerch Strait.”

In response to the recent conflict, on Dec. 5, the US began 
making plans to move a warship into the Black Sea near the strait. 
President Poroshenko tweeted that he would appeal to Parliament to 
declare martial law, a move that baffled both Western diplomats and 
Ukrainian citizens.

The Russian attacks on Ukrainian ships were the newest devel-
opment in a long standoff over the Kerch Strait, a two to three mile 
stretch of water that gives Ukraine strategic and economic access to 
the Black Sea from the port city of Mariupol. For Russia, it serves as 
the easiest point of access to Crimea, which Russia annexed in 2014 
and constructed a bridge over in May of this year.

Several days after the Russia-Ukrainian conflicts, Putin declared 
that if the US decides to begin developing new intermediate-range 
nuclear missiles, Russia will respond in kind. The US has long accused 
Russia of violating the 1987 Cold War-era Intermediate-Range Nuclear 
Forces Treaty by developing nuclear missiles, but Russia has denied 
these claims. On Dec. 4, US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said that, 
within 60 days, the US would begin formally abandoning the treaty 
unless Russia re-complied with its terms.

Widely known as the I.N.F. Treaty, this pact eliminates all ground-
based and nuclear conventional missiles and launchers, but not those 
launched from sea or bomber planes. However, both Russia and the 
US have reconsidered the treaty in recent years, as countries along 
Russia’s southern border, including China, India, Pakistan, and Iraq, 
have started developing these weapons themselves. This is coupled 
with growing US concern over China’s military buildup in the South 
China Sea.

GET THINGS “STRAIT”: Russia and Ukraine fight over control of the Kerch Strait.

Egyptian authorities initially suggested that 
Regeni died in a traffic accident, but later changed 
that statement, saying that he was killed by a crim-
inal gang who was later killed in a police shootout. 
However, this claim was later branded implausible. 
Co-operating on the case, Italian investigators and 
Egyptian authorities came into conflict over allega-
tions of police involvement in the murder. However, 
no one has been arrested for murdering Regeni, so 
prosecutors cannot conclude the official reason for 
his death. Egypt denies that Regeni was killed in 
custody, but admitted that security services were 
monitoring him during his studies in the country.

Four of the five suspected officials are senior 
members of Egypt’s National Security Agency, 
including General Sabir Tareq, Colonel Ather Kamal, 
Major Magdi Abdlaal Sharif, Captain Osan Helmy, 
and agent Mahmoud Najem. Italy began formally 
investigating the five on Dec 4. Although Italian 
authorities said they are investigating the men over 
the kidnap of Regeni, according to Italian law, the 
fact that they are under official investigation implies 
that they are suspects in the murder itself.

On Wednesday, prosecutors from both nations 
reconvened to discuss the case, yet the meeting 
failed to move in any direction. Following the 
meeting, Egypt’s State Information Service released 
a statement saying charges should not be based on 
suspicions but on evidence. Additionally, due to 
the lack of progress in the case, Italy’s parliament 
decided to suspend all diplomatic ties with the coun-
try and Egypt has yet to respond as of Dec. 7. They 
hope that by severing ties with Egypt and its foreign 
minister, Cairo will respect its commitment to bring 
justice to those responsible for Regeni’s murder.
(Sources: BBC, NYT, Washington Post, The Local)

A joint op-ed in The Washington Post by former Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev and former American Secretary of State George P. 
Shultz advocates for the preservation of the treaty. “There is a danger 
that the gains achieved in the process of ending the Cold War could 
be wiped out,” the article stated, “Abandoning the I.N.F. Treaty would 
be a step toward a new arms race, undermining strategic stability and 
increasing the threat of miscalculation or technical failure leading to 
an immensely destructive war.”
(Sources: NYT, CNN, BBC)

 During his victory speech at the inauguration, 
López Obrador presented his thoughts on how he 
plans to take on what is possibly Mexico’s most 
urgent problem at the moment: growing drug-re-
lated violence that has taken tremendous tolls on 
the country for years. This year alone, drug-related 
violence has claimed an average of 88 lives per day. 
López Obrador has a new take on how to attack this 
problem: combating inequality and poverty. While 
his predecessors have approached the war on drugs 
from a heavily militarized standpoint for the last 
11 years, López Obrador believes that “peace and 
tranquility are fruit of the justice,” vowing to work 
towards eradicating the problem with less violence.

In a display of his austerity, López Obrador 
announced that he will be taking only 40 per-
cent of his presidential salary, receiving a mere 
108 pesos per month ($5,250). López Obrador 
has also moved Mexico’s presidential plane to 
the United States in an effort to sell it, and he 
refuses to drive in protected motorcade, getting 
around in an old Volkswagen instead. López 
Obrador amazingly declared his intention to 
promote a recall referendum during his adminis-
tration, in addition to stating that he will “never 
seek reelection.”

However, his solemnity and frugal lifestyle 
certainly do not benefit everyone. The Washing-
ton Post cited Mexican news source El Universal, 
who explained that as of Dec. 4, “almost 3,000 
public employees filed class-action lawsuits 
against the government over a law mandating 
that no bureaucrat can earn more than the pres-
ident.” Because of the president’s new salary, the 
pay of other government employees has plum-
meted. The Post also stated that “the penalty for 
government employees caught receiving a higher 
salary than the president is 14 years in prison.”

For now, the world can only wait and see as to 
which direction López Obrador will take Mexico, 
whether it be defeating the colossal drug-cartel 
problem or draining the income of the entire 
legion Mexican government.
(Sources: CNN, Washington Post, The Guardian, 
NY Times)

MAKING THREATS: Putin vowed to break the treaty if the U.S. also decided to.
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FRUGAL: AMLO decreased his salary, which hurt workers.

courtesy flickr

SEEKING TRUTH: Protestors met on the anniversary of the murder.

CRIME SCENE: The gunmen came to Nduga, where construction was underway.
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