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by Cooper Bowen
News Editor

German Chancellor Angela Merkel plans to step 
down as both party leader of the Christian Dem-
ocratic Union and chancellor in 2021, following 
her party’s losses in recent elections. Although 
often considered the most powerful woman in the 
world since her election to chancellor in 2005, 
Merkel’s resignation represents a deeper change 
in German politics.

Regarding her decision to resign, Merkel said 
that there had been “a clear signal that things 
can’t carry on as they are,” and that “the time 
has come to open a new chapter.” The Christian 
Democratic Union (CDU) and its sister party, the 
Christian Social Union (CSU), suffered heavy losses 
in their respective home states of Husse, where the 
country’s financial capital of Frankfurt is located, 
and Bavaria.

Merkel admitted that the two parties’ loss 
of power is due to the loss of voter trust in the 
German government. Merkel’s handling of the 
German refugee crisis, especially her decision to 
open the country’s borders to a large number of 
migrants, attracted much opposition. Her deci-
sion especially impacted Bavaria, as thousands 
of migrants crossed the state’s border each day, 
causing many to shift towards the far-right and 
anti-immigration AfB party. Germany’s politics are 
on a polarizing path, with many others increasingly 
voting for the far-left Green party. Meanwhile, 
the CDU and CSU have long been considered very 
centrist, drawing moderates from both parties.

The German political system is complex; it 
differs from the United States federal government 
system because it allows proportional representa-

Migrant caravan approaches US in spite of hostility
by Alex Niles
Opinion Editor

A caravan of some 3,500 to 7,000 migrants traveling toward the 
United States reached Guadalajara around Nov 12 following a nearly 
month-long foot journey through Honduras, Guatemala, and Mexico.  
The group, made up of individuals and families fleeing violence and 
poverty in their home countries of Honduras and Guatemala, became 
a wedge issue in the US midterms after extensive media coverage and 
attention from several political figures.

The caravan began its journey in early Oct. in eastern Honduras 
with just a few hundred migrants, and, as the caravan passed through 
western Honduras and Guatemala, its ranks swelled to the more than 
3,500 traveling today. The group is largely made up of families. Most 
of the migrants wish to seek asylum in Mexico or the US and are 
fleeing extreme poverty, failing economies, political corruption, and 
the threat of violence, forced recruitment, kidnapping, and extortion 
from rampant drug gangs. 

In addition to the usual dangers associated with making such a 
long overland trek, the migrants have faced several obstacles in their 
journey. Mexican police initially blocked the caravan from crossing 
Mexico’s southern border, and migrants and police exchanged volleys 
of rocks and tear gas as some members of the caravan attempted to 
overwhelm the five hundred Mexican police guarding the border. At 
least one migrant was killed in these clashes. Some bypassed this 
situation by floating across the Suchiate River, which divides Mexico 
and Guatemala, on homemade rafts before Mexican police eventually 
allowed the caravan to cross. 

Eventually, the caravan made it through and continued north 
through the end of Oct., reaching Mexico City in the first days of 
November, where they rested and received medical care. Some 1,700 
migrants also accepted the Mexican government’s offer of jobs and 
temporary identification if they stayed, while the rest of the group 
chose to push north toward the US. After resting a week, several thou-
sand departed Nov 10 and reached Guadalajara, 185 miles northwest 
of Mexico City, around Nov 12. Hundreds of miles still separate the 
migrants from the southern US border, yet the transportation provided 
by Mexican truckers, motorists, and government officials since Mexico 
City has vastly hastened the caravan from its former average pace of 
30 miles per day. 

Over the course of its journey, the caravan attracted much attention 
from the US media and politicians, some of whom attempted to turn 
the group of asylum seekers into a midterm elections issue. President 
Trump was especially vocal, sending out tweets which threatened to 
cut aid to countries that failed to stop the progress of the caravan. 

He innacurately characterized the group of families and asylum 
seekers as being mixed with unidentified Middle Easterners and gang 
members, and reiterated false reports of violence within the caravan. 
The administration also deployed some 5,000 soldiers to reinforce 
the southern border and assist Border Patrol with aerial surveillance 
and construction of border reinforcements. The administration also 
announced that migrants must go to official points of entry in order 
to be able to apply for asylum.

It is unclear how many migrants will ultimately reach the US border 
as the caravan continues to fragment during its progress through 
Mexico, though many express determination to apply for asylum in the 
US despite the political hostility directed at them. How many requests 
will ultimately be granted remains unknown.
(Sources: AP, The Hill, Washington Post, LA Times, NY Times)

Angela Merkel plans exit
tion, enabling multiple parties with more specific 
views to exist. Elections are held every four years, 
with each citizen casting two votes to elect the 598 
members of the Bundestag, the German legislative 
branch. The first vote is similar to US congressional 
elections, as citizens vote for a specific representa-
tive in their constituency, and the winners of the 
vote fill the 299 seats in the Bundestag. The second 
vote is for a political party; parties that receive at 
least five percent of the vote have the remaining 
299 seats divided proportionately among them. If 
citizens split their vote, meaning they vote for a 
candidate from one party in their first vote and 
separate political party with their second vote, 
overhang and balance seats are added.

by Wilma Wei
Culture Editor

In Taiwan and many other Asian countries, 
same-sex marriage and LGBT rights are limited or 
ignored. Recently, however, support has increased 
for the LGBT community within Taiwan, and pro-
testers have been fighting for marriage equality. 

In May 2017, the constitutional court in 
Taiwan ruled that the government would have 
until May 2019 to “either amend current laws or 
introduce new legislation to bring about marriage 
equality.” If Taiwanese leaders failed to take 
action, same-sex marriage would automatically 
become legal. Since the ruling, many people in 
Taiwan have been anxiously waiting for the dead-
line, hoping that Taiwan will be the first country 
in Asia to legalize same-sex marriage.  

However, an obstacle preventing the legaliza-
tion of gay marriage is the fact that many anti-gay 
campaigns, like Happiness of the Next Generation 
Alliance, have tried to prevent the government 
from establishing marriage equality. The country 
is divided between the traditional ideas against 
same-sex marriage and the protesters who support 
gay marriage. The long battle for equality has 
continued for several years, garnering resistance 
from the government. Despite public support for 
same-sex marriage, President Tsai of Taiwan has 
not done much to spur the legislation since last 
year. Many protesters have criticized her failure 
to take initiative and her lack of support for 
LGBT rights. 

Despite the obstacles, Taiwan is the first coun-
try in Asia to have set a deadline for legalizing 
same-sex marriage. Out of all the Asian countries, 
Taiwan is the most progressive; their gay pride 

parades attract thousands of supporters every year. 
The movement and support for gay marriage began 
many years ago. It is clear that support for same-
sex marriage has been increasing. The issue of LGBT 
rights has been gaining much attention in Asian 
countries. The current fight for same-sex marriage 
in Taiwan has attracted many supporters globally. 

However, a local election being held on Nov. 24 
has the potential to either hinder or spur the process 
of legalizing same-sex marriage. Many supporters 
of the legalization are concerned about the local 
elections, as some people may vote to keep same-
sex marriage illegal. On the other hand, the local 
election could catalyze the process of passing the 
legislation through with enough support. 
(Sources: HPFK, NY Times, New Bloom)

Taiwan approaches equality

CELEBRATING CHANGE: An activist waves a rainbow flag.

by Ashley Hagar
People Editor

In late October, Blue Star Line announced that 
the Titanic II is set to make a two-week voyage 
sometime in 2022. The ship will carry almost the 
exact same number of passengers and crew as the 
original fateful ship, have the same cabin layout, 
and will follow the same route the original was 
supposed to follow in 1912: Dubai to Southamp-
ton, England and then on to New York. Worldwide 
launch events in China, the US, Canada, and the 
United Kingdom unveiled the announcements of 
this ship’s design.

After the sinking of the original Titanic in 1912, 
many proposed to recreate it. Sarel Gaus, a South 
African businessman, launched the first project, but 
this plan was later abandoned in 2006. In honor 
of the original ship’s 100 year anniversary in April 
2012, Australian millionaire and Blue Star Line 
Cruise company chairman Clive Palmer announced 
the most recent plan for a replica. It was set to be 
launched in 2016.

However, the inaugural voyage of the new liner 
was delayed due to a dispute between Blue Star 
Line’s parent company, Mineralogy, and the Chinese 
government. The CSC Jinling Shipyard, a state-
owned shipbuilding company in China, instead of 
the original shipyard in Belfast, Northern Ireland, is 
building the new boat. The 500 million dollar con-
struction of the replica couldn’t continue until they 
resolved this, which did not happen until recently. 

Beauty thrives in COM
The new ship will have modern navigation and 

safety technology, as well as a plethora of motor-
driven lifeboats and vests for all passengers in case 
of an unfortunate emergency like the original. To 
ensure the safety of the new ship, Palmer and his 
company released a video showing all of the ship’s 
amenities and modern accoutrements, including 
second and third class cabins, all while looking 
identical to the original. Palmer also stated that 
“Blue Star Line will create an authentic Titanic expe-
rience, providing passengers with a ship that has 
the same interiors and cabin layout as the original 
vessel, while integrating modern safety procedures, 
navigation methods and 21 century technology to 
produce the highest level of luxurious comfort.”

In addition to replicating the North Atlantic 
route, the ship will embark on other global routes. 
Palmer told MSN that the ship “will also circumnav-
igate the globe, inspiring and enchanting people 
while attracting unrivaled attention, intrigue and 
mystery in every port she visits.”
(Sources: USA Today, Times Now News, Sun Sentinel, 
Fox News)

Titanic II plans its voyage
PRESIDENTIAL PROBLEMS: Trump spoke out against the migrant caravan.

countryside. Tropical rainforests lie in the east, 
deserts cover the south, and mountainous forests 
inhabit the north. Madagascar also exhibits some 
of the most diverse wildlife ever, with a variety 
of different animals roaming across the land. 
Chameleons and lemurs are among the most 
abundant creatures of Madagascar. Safaris are 
frequent in the country, as both tourists and 
researchers take advantage of viewing these rare 
animals in their natural habitats. 

by Thomas Petroff
Sports Editor

Located off the southeastern coast of Africa, 
Madagascar is the fourth largest island in the 
world. Madagascar offers a unique culture, land-
scape, and people hidden from most of the globe. 

Antananarivo, Madagascar’s capital, is located 
near the center of the island and has a population 
of roughly 1.4 million people. Antananarivo’s 
history dates back hundreds of years to when 
it was occupied by King Adrianjaka and the 
Merina people, the most dominant ethnic group 
in Madagascar today. In the late 1800s, the French 
invaded the country and Antananarivo specifically, 
occupying the capital until 1960, when Madagascar 
finally achieved independence. Today, the coun-
try incorporates French and Malagasy cultures, 
which explains why both languages are spoken 
in Madagascar. 

However, close to 17 other tribes are consid-
ered part of the Malagasy culture. Other ethnic 
groups include the Betsimisaraka, Tsimihety, 
Antaisaka, and Sakalava people, who all share 
some influence in the country’s past. However, 
the Malagasy people are the most dominant of 
these tribes and the dialect is spoken throughout 
the country. 

Madagascar’s landscape is extraordinary, 
as almost every natural biome exists in the 

SMOOTH SAILING: The ship imitates the original Titanic.

The most obvious successor to Merkel is Anne-
gret Kramp-Karrenbauer, secretary of the CDU, 
who would likely continue Merkel’s policies and 
leadership style. She is also Merkel’s purported heir, 
though Merkel has not yet officially endorsed a 
candidate. Health Minister Jens Spahn, an outspo-
ken critic of Merkel’s immigration policies, already 
announced his candidacy, along with Friedrich 
Merz, an old rival of Merkel and a former leader of 
the CDU and CSU.
(Sources: CNBC, Washington Post, DW, The Guardian, 
BBC News)

SAYING GOODBYE: Merkel led Germany for over a decade.

TRUE COLORS: Chameleons are among the great wildlife.

FLEEING TERROR: The migrant caravan began in Honduras, a dangerous nation.
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Madagascar’s variety of national parks and 
natural wonders leave an impression on every 
single one of its travellers. Come to Antanana-
rivo, the city with roots dating back to the 17 
century, or visit Nosy Komba, one of Madagascar’s 
volcanic islands. Wherever your journey lies in 
Madagascar, it will undoubtedly be an experience 
you will remember forever. 
(Sources: Encyclopedia, Africa Facts, Black Past, 
World Atlas)


