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Tanzanian city governor persecutes LGBTQ community
by Quincy Marks
Media Production Editor

In efforts to crack down on LGBT rights, Paul Makonda, the gov-
ernor of  Tanzania’s largest city, Dar es Salaam, asked his citizens to 
report anyone who is suspected of being gay to officials in a news 
conference on Oct. 29. Two days later, on Oct. 31, Makonda stated that 
he had received over 200 names of suspected homosexuals through 
over 18,000 phone calls. 

Laws established in Tanzania give sentenced homosexuals anywhere 
from 30 years to life in prison. From the time he was elected in 2016 
until the present time, Makonda has worked to rid his city and the 
rest of Tanzania of homosexuality. Officials arrest people if any citizens 
report them as being gay, regardless of whether or not they present 
concrete evidence.

Anonymous Tanzanian LGBT activists tell reporters that govern-
ment officials rape and starve the people arrested in prison. One 
victim recalls, “I remember staying for two days without eating, and 
not even drinking anything.” Makonda plans to find the remaining 
homosexuals through social media and is working to create a task 
force to start mass arrests.

Even though he is only the governor of one city, Makonda’s state-
ments affect the entire country. The central government of Tanzania 
has made disclaimers, saying that “[Makonda’s] views are not the views 
of the government. The state would like to use this opportunity to 
assure people that it will continue to respect all organizations that 
are relating to human rights.” However, the government failed to stop 
Makonda’s actions in Dar es Salaam, leaving members of the LGBT 
community fearful for their lives.

People and organizations around the world denounced Makonda’s 
actions. Organizations in Kenya reached out to Tanzanians in the 
LGBT community, urging them to travel to Kenya for safety. Front Line 
Defenders, a human rights organization, has helped many gay activists 
flee Tanzania. Geofrey Mashala, a Tanzanian LGBT activist living in 
California, tells reporters that through Makonda, Tanzanian citizens 
play a major role in arresting homosexuals. A person does not need 
evidence to accuse and report a person to authorities. 

Officials from the European Union wrote in an email to the Associ-
ated Press that they are reviewing their diplomatic relationship with 
Tanzania. As of now, the EU has recalled its Tanzanian ambassador 
because of “the deterioration of human rights.” The United States 

government issued warnings for U.S. citizens to take down any online 
pictures that may break Tanzania’s gay laws. 

For now, human rights activists are secretly working to get endan-
gered members of the LGBT community out of the country to safety. 
(Sources: CNN, Washington Post, Vox, The Guardian)

by Reegan McCluskey
News Editor

On Oct. 30, 2018, disaster struck Venice, 
Italy. A massive storm and intermittent torna-
does caused the tide to rise an astonishing 61 
inches. This sudden flooding put most of the city 
under five feet of water, and the devastation is 
far from over. 

The multiple feet of water damaged many 
historical monuments and tourist attractions, 
including Madonna Nicopeia, a cathedral and 
icon from the 12th century. Another important 
building that faced tremendous water damage 
was the St. Mark’s Basilica. Elisabetta Povoledo 
of the New York Times said, “Near the covered 
entrance to the basilica, the mosaic floor was 
under as much as 35 inches of water. Water 
levels remained above ground in the St. Mark’s 
basilica for 16 hours.” 

This amount of water in an aged building 
may not seem like a huge problem, but this 
exposure will result in major changes to the 
building’s unique appearance. One of the board 
members for the St. Mark’s basilica, Pierpaolo 
Campostrini, stated, “It may not be visible to the 
eye, but structures age because of the salt water 
drenching the bricks, which were not meant to 
remain underwater for long; that goes for bronze, 
too. The bricks are like sponges, and if the water 
levels don’t drop, the water rises several meters 
to the mosaic level.” Officials in charge of the 
building as well as visitors responded with con-
cern over the well-being of the popular structure.

In addition to wreaking havoc on infra-
structure, this flood has nearly reached record 
levels. Venice has not experienced this degree 
of flooding since 1966, when a storm caused 
the streets to flood with 71 inches of water, or 
nearly six feet. 

Along with the expensive damages, the 
extreme flooding, wind, and tornadoes led to the 
deaths of eleven people. On top of the death toll, 
pedestrians and civilians experienced injuries 
during the intense wind from the storm when 
trees fell onto cars and streets. 

Due to Venice’s geographical location and low 
altitude, the city is highly susceptible to natural 
disasters, such as flooding and tornadoes. President 
of Climate Ready Project Ken Berlin explained: 
“Venice’s flooding shows climate change will con-
tinue to have significant effects worldwide.” The 
situation in Venice supports the highly disputed 
topic of climate change and demonstrates that rises 
in global temperatures need attention before more 
damage appears. 
(Sources: USA Today, New York Times, CNN)

Floodwaters destroy Venice India finishes huge statue
by Andy Braham
National Editor

A new statue revealed in Garajat, India, claims 
to be the largest statue in the world.

This nearly 600-foot stone and bronze-plated 
statue depicts Sardar Patel, a famous political 
leader of post-colonial India, wearing the clothing 
of a commoner. Consisting of 25,000 tons of steel, 
3,550 tons of bronze, and 210,000 cubic meters of 
cement and concrete, the project, known as the 
Statue of Unity, took more than four years and 
400 million dollars to complete.

Indian Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi dedi-
cated the statue to Patel on the 143th anniversary 
of his birthday. Opposition leaders accused Modi 
of taking advantage of the unanimously admired 
leader’s legacy for his own political benefit.

Modi, a member of the Hindu nationalist 
Bharatiya Janata Party, expressed dismay that 
Patel was not the first Prime Minister of India. 
During a speech, Modi said, “Every Indian regrets 
that Sardar Patel did not become the first prime 
minister.” Patel, who died shortly after India 
achieved independence, was known as the “Iron 
Man” of India and worked toward a multicultural 
and unified India.

The statue overlooks the man-made Sardar 
Sarovar Dam and will have a large visitor platform 
that the Indian government plans to build. The 
viewing gallery will be located 153 meters high 
on the statue and accommodate up to 200 people 
at a time. From the platform, visiors will be able 
to see overlooks the Sardar Sarovar Dam’s 200 
km-long resevoir, and the Satpura and Vindhya 
mountain ranges.

In the center of the statue, the government  
plans to build a special museum in honor of Patel. 
The 182-meter tall statue is twice the size of the 
Statue of Liberty, which stands at only 93 meters, 
and it has two elevators that will bring visitors to 
the special platform.

Many British conservatives have looked towards 
the statue with ire and have threatened to with-
draw foreign aid money. Conservative MP Peter 
Bone said about the statue, “To take 1.1 billion 
pounds in aid from us and then at the same time 

spend 330 million pounds on a statue is a total 
nonsense and it is the sort of thing that drives 
people mad.” 

Others have criticized the decadent memorial 
on social justice grounds. The Indian government 
has been short of cash in recent years and most 
of India’s population still lives in poverty despite 
the growing economy. 

According to the Economic Times, the gov-
ernment could have used the exorbitant amount 
of money they poured into the project to irrigate 
over 40,000 hectares of land, while they also 
could have used the tons of cement and concrete 
to pave the decrepit roads that cause thousands 
of deaths per year.

For these reasons, some Indians criticized 
the opulent monument, one saying, “Instead of 
spending money on a giant statue, the government 
should have used it for farmers in the district.” 
(Sources: Times of India, CNN, USA Today, Christian 
Science Monitor, Economic Times)

LA SERENISSIMA: The beloved canals now pose danger to residents.

“IRON MAN” OF INDIA: Sardar Patel helped to unite the country.

Bolsonaro triumphs in Brazilian presidential election
by Alaina Fox
World Editor

On Oct. 28, Brazil elected Jair Bolsonaro as its next president. His 
four-year term will begin on Jan. 1, 2019. The government disqualified 
former president Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva from seeking another term 
due to money laundering, and he may spend up to a decade in prison. 
Corruption has been a significant problem with Brazilian politicians, 
causing many of them to be indicted and end up behind bars. The 
34 billion dollar deficit and possible solutions to combat increased 
violence were major concerns in this race. By emphasizing these 
issues and appealing to the large Evangelical population, Bolsonaro 
won by placing his socially conservative ideology at the forefront of 
his campaign.

Bolsonaro, whom people frequently compare to Donald Trump, is not 
shy about his controversial stances. He vowed to stop funding human 
rights organizations and praised the use of torture during wartime. 
He also told a Brazilian congresswoman, “I wouldn’t rape you because 
you don’t deserve it,” and he said that homosexuality was caused by 
a “lack of beating.”

His less inflammatory positions focus on widely debated policies. 
Bolsonaro believes in the right of all citizens to own guns, opposes 

legal abortions, supports Israel in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, 
and plans to reduce state intervention in the economy. However, he 
occasionally defends a nationalistic trade stance. One of his most 
prominent stances is focused on reducing “unnecessary expenses,” 
though he says he will defer to his chief economic advisor, Paulo 

Guedes, on economic decisions.
Many people who voted for Bolsonaro are willing to tolerate the 

hateful speech in hopes that he will repair the unstable economy. A 
recession that only recently ended in 2017 put many into poverty, and 
there is widespread fear of another relapse into economic downfall.

However, environmentalists believe that Bolsonaro supporters are 
ignoring a more pressing issue: climate change. He has suggested 
pulling out of the Paris Climate Agreement, following Trump’s lead. He 
plans to merge the agriculture and environment ministries, an action 
which activists predict will prioritize finances over environmental 
protections. Scientists and activists worry that Bolsonaro’s presidency 
poses a threat to the size and prosperity of the Amazon rainforest, 
which is mostly located in Brazil.

Regardless of what campaign promises Bolsonaro follows through 
on, he does not have the power to enact anything he wants. Brazil’s 
government structure resembles that of the US. Their National Congress 
consists of the Chamber of Deputies and the Federal Senate, which 
are similar in design to the House of Representatives and the Senate, 
respectively. Both followers and opposition alike know that in order 
to make all his reforms, Bolsonaro will have to persuade Congress to 
support his plans.CONFIDENT AND CONSERVATIVE: Bolsonaro supports gun ownership and opposes abortion.
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DANGEROUS DAR ES SALAAM: The city is a major commercial port on the Indian Ocean coast.
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