
Jamel Myles should have entered fourth 
grade like any other kid: smile on his face, 
a backpack on his small body, ready to learn 
and come out openly as gay to his peers. 
Unfortunately, the school this young boy 
came back to was incredily hostile;  bul-
lies eagerly waited to attack Myles and 
his sister, Taniece. On his fourth 

day of school, his mother found her nine-year-old 
son dead in his room, just hours after school 
had ended.

When I heard about this tragic inci-
dent on Twitter, I promptly explored the 
#JamelMyles to learn more about what was 
happening. While I found lots of heartfelt 
messages, many tweets questioned the 
validity of Myles’ identity. For example, the 
account @TrendTweets2018 wrote, “Does a 9 year 
old boy really know if he’s gay or not?”

To see this kind of response infuriated me. Discover-
ing your identity doesn’t have to happen when you’re a teen 

In every class discus-
sion of a genocide - be 
it the Armenians of the 
Ottoman Empire, the 
Holocaust, or the Span-
ish Inquisition - I hear one 
statement emphatically 
repeated like some kind 

of incantation: “If I were there, I would have done 
something to help.” However, your help doesn’t 
have to be theoretical. 

Students often seem to think of genocides as a 
horror story of the past, but unfortunately, they are 
part of modern reality. It’s high time people stop 
ignoring Myanmar’s ethnic cleansing. In a little 
over a year, Myanmar militants have killed over 
10,000 Rohingya Muslims and caused hundreds of 
thousands more to flee to the neighboring nation 
of Bangladesh. 

As concentration camps, rape, and arson 
afflict the Rohingyas, I can’t help but feel infuri-
ated by such aforementioned statements. With 
modern technology, geography no longer serves 
as a barrier to charitable deeds. You do not have 
to be there to help; you have the resources to 
provide  aid from the comfort of your own home 
by donating money online. Don’t paint yourself 
as a would-be hero if you turn a blind eye to cur-
rent massacres. 

Myanmar, previously Burma, is a predomi-
nantly Buddhist country with a history of 
oppressing its Muslim minority. There has been 
a significant spread of Islamophobic rhetoric by 
outspoken Buddhists who fear violence or oppres-
sion. In 1982, the Burma Citizenship Law stripped 
Rohingyas of citizenship as well as many other 
rights. They currently face restrictions on their 
ability to move around the country, access to 
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One of the many 
benefits students of 
LGHS have is the abil-
ity to take courses that 
interest them while still 
meeting the requirements 
for both graduation and 
college. For example, stu-

dents can choose from a multitude 
of science courses, such 
as AP Chemistry, AP 
Biology, and AP Envi-
ronmental Science, just 
to name a few. Even in 
our English department, 
we have a fairly broad 
selection of courses like 
regular English, AP Lan-
guage, Philosophy, and 
Social Justice. However, 
we currently do not have 
an English course that 
offers graduation require-
ment credits for students 
who find passion in cre-
ative writing. The Creative 
Writing and Creative Writing 
Honors courses should qualify as another option 
of English courses.

Currently, LGHS has two creative writing 
classes, and Mrs. Austin Cortez teaches both of 
them. She founded both the Creative Writing and 
Creative Writing Honors courses at the school. The 
school just approved the latter class this year, and 
students filled a waitlist to take both of these 
courses when registering for these classes.

When talking with Mrs. Austin Cortez, she 
described her courses and their mix of students 
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healthcare, and to an education. The situation has 
only escalated with time as militants have burned 
villages, slaughter men, and sexually assault women. 
The state counselor, Aung San Suu Kyi, denies that 
any genocide is happening, though the UN’s human 
rights chief, Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, called it “a text-

reading and writing their own creative pieces. 
Students then present them to the class, which cre-
ates a close community. With a class of passionate 
writers, many find their passion and even wish to 
pursue creative writing in college.

As a way to help students focus further on the 
areas of English which interest them, I believe 
Creative Writing Honors should qualify as an Eng-
lish course. The students participate in a mix of 
reading, analyzing literary pieces, writing, and pre-

senting just like any other English 
course. They get to delve deeper 
into a more specific passion of 
creative writing, while also 
improving and practicing 
their English skills to main-
tain proficiency.

While some teach-
ers fear the attraction of 
people looking for an easy 
“A” course, I believe that 
by some sort of applica-
tion process, many stu-
dents would benefit from 
this course opportunity. 
I longed to enroll in this 
class, yet I already have 
a full schedule of six 

classes with a seventh period 
of sports. If creative writing could be offered as a 
replacement course for English, I may have taken 
the class because I find the class very interesting.

Having a more creative and expressive class 
could prove refreshing in comparison to some of 
the standard English courses currently offered. I 
do not believe it would decrease the caliber of the 
student interest. It would allow more students to 
pursue a passion for more creative courses at LGHS 
without having a six or seven class maximum. 
(Sources: Kristen Austin Cortez)
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or adult; just because Jamel Myles was nine doesn’t mean that his 
coming out experience should be any less valid than that of adults 
and teenagers. Sexuality is a core part of our identities and for some 
people, it can be something you know as easily as your favorite color. 

For others, it’s a discovery that takes years and no 
matter how long or short it takes, it should 
be taken seriously.

Somehow, when straight 
people know their sexual-
ity from the time they’re 
born and have an idea 
about what rela-
tionships and love 
mean, they’re never 

questioned. But once 
a queer person comes out, 

especially at a young age, there’s 
often a question of, “How do 
you know?” LGBTQ+ people should 

never have to be asked that ques-
tion. Just feeling attracted to a certain 

gender, genders, or people outside the binary 
should be enough to know what you prefer. 

It’s upsetting to think that Myles would have encountered this 
question as an out, young person who was proud of his identity until 
he killed himself. This is why we have pride events. Because the world 
constantly invalidates and shames those who identify as queer, it takes 
a great amount of courage to take that hatred 

and convert it into an intense 
feeling of pride. It’s especially 
difficult to have pride as a nine 
year old in elementary school, 
an environment I remember 
as being confusing and scary 
as you try to navigate fitting 
in and being yourself at the 
same time.

To Jamel Myles and all of 
the other young queer people 
out there: we see you and we 
validate you. We’re fighting 
for you every day and will 
continue to until no one asks 
the question, “How do you 
know?” but instead replies, 
“I’m proud of you and I love 

If you’re like many stu-
dents at Los Gatos High School, 
you’re probably already count-
ing down the days until 
December Break. Wait, 
‘December’ Break? You 
meant Christmas Break, 
right? Nope. Although our 

school, town, and even country may be made up primar-
ily of those who identify as Christian, we cannot continue 
assuming that this term applies to everyone. It’s time we 
become aware of, acknowledge, and respect the holidays 
of all religions.

The Christmas countdown usually begins around mid-
November. Teachers play holiday music during work time, 
ugly sweaters spot the campus, and decorations blanket 
the town. However, for the many students who identify as 
any other of the multitude of faiths, or even no faith at all, 
this can be an uncomfortable and exclusionary time. Sure, you 
might get the occasional “Happy Hanukkah,” but those who take 
the time to actually become educated on Judaism would know that 
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Hanukkah isn’t even a major holiday. Plus, the number of people 
who actually know what the ‘High Holy Days’ refer to 

is even less. Even worse is the “Happy Kwanzaa” 
jokingly thrown in, too, when most students 

couldn’t tell you what group of people 
celebrates this holiday, or even spell it 
for that matter.

Not only do people who practice other 
religions frequently face these incidents 
of ignorance, but missing school for non-
Christian holidays can easily become a 

hassle. Just tell your teacher you won’t be 
here because it’s Rosh Hashanah, and they’ll 

often look back at you with a puzzled expres-
sion. Additionally, awareness of these 

holidays is scarce, and thus, important 
events, tests, or lessons can easily be 

scheduled on those days without teachers 
recognizing the significance. However, if these 

dates are important enough to be printed in 
planners, they should be important enough to be 

acknowledged and planned around. Many holidays 
require spending all day in services with no time to spend 

on homework, so shouldn’t this be an exception from the normal 
school absence policy?

In addition, a school in session on Christmas Day, or even 
Christmas Eve, for that matter, would be unheard of, yet school is 
scheduled to occur during other religious holidays quite frequently. 
Yet, teachers will often be more forgiving on Easter weekend, for 
example, and assign less, and excessive homework during December 
Break would likely cause an outburst. 

Our country is made up of over three million Muslims and Bud-
dhists, five million Jews, two million Hindus, and countless other 
religious groups; it’s time we start acting like it. We’re living in a 
fast-paced time of evolution and social change. We’ve succeeded 
in bringing public attention to issues such as feminism, sexuality, 
and gun control; thus, religious respect is just as deserving to be 
added to that list.

This is not meant to criticize followers of Christianity or 
undermine the importance of their holidays, celebrations, and 
excitement towards special events. In fact, I hope to empha-
size the opposite: the awareness, education, and respect for 
holidays spanning across all religions. The holiday season is fast 
approaching, and that doesn’t mean you need to take down your 
Christmas tree, but maybe notice the mezuzah next door, too.                                                               
(Sources: Pew Research Center, Hindu American Foundation)
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book example of ethnic cleansing.” 
When governments violate human rights, it can 

easily appear to be a situation in which no individual 
can have an impact. However, there are many ways 
for anyone to aid the Rohingyas. Distributing food 
or building shelters on site isn’t the only influential 
method. You can donate to your pick of countless 
groups who provide essentials, such as Save the Chil-
dren, Doctors Without Borders, United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees, or BRAC. Alternatively, 
telling friends and family about the crisis’ severity 
and what they can do to help can have a profound 
and widespread impact. Even simply following 
updates and being educated about the genocide is 
an important and beneficial step to take.

I admire that students want to express their 
beliefs, and I completely understand the desire to 
condemn the horrors of genocide. But if you’re going 
to be vocal about it, here’s your opportunity to take 
more than theoretical action.
(Sources: BBC, The Daily, Britannica, CFR, HRW) 


