
class to enroll. However, there are a couple factors 
that could help avoid such situations. While some 
classes may not have clear, simple standards, math 
builds on itself. As a consequence, people tend to 
select classes based on their previous courses and 

their grades in those classes. A student 
earning a C in Geometry is unlikely to sign 
up for a rigorous math class when it would 
ultimately inflict more harm than good to 
their GPA. Furthermore, guidance coun-
selors already help students pick classes 
that are the right fit for each individual; 
they inform students when they enroll 
in a class that it is too difficult for their 
skill levels. Mr. Joseph Tierney stated, 
“I can understand arguments for both a 
GPA boost and not having a GPA boost. 
The class is more challenging than 
the non-accelerated lane, so I could 
see why a student’s GPA might have a 
need to reflect that. At the same time, 
the reward for taking A2A is being 
exposed to more mathematics which 
prepares students better for math in 
the future.”

As Tierney states, Algebra 2 
Accelerated will expose students 
to more mathematics and better 
prepare them for their future col-
lege classes or careers, and many 
believe that in itself should be a 
sufficient reward. However, the 
same argument could be applied 
to any other honors class, be 
it a math, science, history, or 
English course. 

by Alaina Fox
World Editor

According to niche.com, Palo Alto High School 
ranks as the fourth-best public high school in 
California, while Saratoga High School sits at 
seventh. As for private schools, Bellarmine, Notre 
Dame, and Presentation are all highly regarded. All 
of these impressive local schools have something 
in common: they give honors credit to students 
taking advanced Algebra 2 courses. Why doesn’t 
LGHS follow their lead?

The Algebra 2 Accelerated class at LGHS covers 
more content at a greater depth and faster pace 
than its regular counterpart. It also has a heavier 
homework load and more frequent testing, with 
increased complex application problems and fewer 
surface-level questions. Mr. Mike Navrides, who 
taught Algebra 2 Accelerated last year, explained, 
“We have a schedule and we pretty much have to 
stay with the schedule. In regular Algebra 2, if 
students are having a hard time with the concepts, 
you can spend an extra day reviewing or something 
like that, and it’s probably fine. But that’s not so 
easy to do in Algebra 2 Accelerated because there 
is a lot of stuff you’re supposed to cover.” The 
considerable difference between the courses leads 
many to wonder why their GPAs don’t reflect that 
extra work.

Many students in Algebra 2 Accelerated feel 
cheated, as they are taking an advanced class and 
putting in more work than some of their peers. How-
ever, their dedication seems to go unnoticed and 
uncredited. Sophomore Sofia Olsen said that it’s 
“very sad because [the class] is harder than regular 
Algebra 2, and we deserve the boost for the extra 
time and effort we put into this class.” Another 
sophomore, who preferred to remain anonymous, 
explained that the class is “a lot harder and 
faster than normal Algebra 2, but there is no 
boost… other schools have Algebra 2 Honors 
instead of Accelerated and do the exact same 
curriculum.” In addition, Katie Lam, a junior at 
Saratoga High School, felt that “the fact that 
the class was weighed more heavily did reduce 
grade anxiety because I knew there was going 
to be a boost to my grade if I did fall back.” The 
situation is unfair for high-achieving students. 

Students aren’t the only ones puzzled by 
the situation. Mr. Navrides explained that he 
wanted Algebra 2 Accelerated to give honors 
credit because, “Number one is it’s a very rigor-
ous math course, but also – and I don’t know 
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Algebra 2 Accelerated students deserve honors credit
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Blood Drive
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if it’s more important or equally important – at 
Saratoga it’s an honors class… It doesn’t seem to 
make sense that within the same district one school 
offers something and the other school doesn’t. So, I 
would say that’s probably one of the main reasons 
that I would think [there should be a change] 
because that way it would keep it equitable 
between the two schools.”

I searched for a reason to help me under-
stand why the class is not an honors course. 
However, once I reached out to the LGHS 
guidance counselors and Algebra 2 Accelerated 
teachers, it appeared nobody understood 
why the class did not grant honors credit. 
In fact, some wondered why the current 
labels were used. 

Some asserted that a GPA boost might 
encourage students who can’t handle the 

Students taking Algebra 2 Accelerated want 
their GPA to reflect their ambition and drive. How-
ever, there seems to be no concrete, established 
answer for why the class does not provide a grade 
boost. This inequality in the district confuses LGHS 
students. Both public and private schools near us 
– including Saratoga High School, which is in our 
district – treat their advanced Algebra 2 class as 
an honors. Students work hard to pursue their pas-
sions in spite of how difficult the classes may be. 
Now, their only request is for LGHS to acknowledge 
their dedication.
(Sources: niche.com and Saratoga, Notre Dame, Palo 
Alto, Bellarmine, Presentation High School)
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