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by Cooper Bowen
News Editor

The United States midterm elections on Tues., Nov. 6, ended 
with Democrats taking control of the House of Representatives and 
Republicans likely increasing their lead in the Senate. Democrats also 
reclaimed seven governor positions and made modest gains in retaking 
state legislatures.

The Democratic party gained control of the House of Representatives 
with, as of Nov. 12, the time of this writing, 227 to 198 seats held by 
Republicans. This leaves 10 seats still uncalled, mostly in California 
and Washington due to the large number of absentee ballots cast. 
Even with these remaining seats, Democrats already flipped 35 seats 
across the country, compared to three pickups by Republicans: two in 
Minnesota and one in Pennsylvania. 

A Democrat majority will have big implications for the President; 
by reclaiming the House, Democrats now have the power to launch 
new investigations into everything from Trump’s tax returns, his use 
of a personal cell phone, and his possible links to Russia. 

Democrats have already requested 64 subpoena motions during 
Trump’s Presidency, all denied by the House Committee on Oversight, 
which was at the time controlled by Republicans. Now, however, Demo-
crats have control over all 21 of the House Committees, which have the 
ability to issue subpoenas and launch probes on anything they desire. 

According to President Trump, “If that happens we’re going to do the 
same thing, [investigate], and then the government comes to a halt.”

Aside from investigations, Democrats’ first major legislative effort 
will be an ethics reform package that is currently still being drafted, but 
will tackle issues like campaign finance reform and voting rights. Other 
top priorities include an infrastructure bill and tackling rising drug 
prices. Many of these issues are generally bipartisan and could enjoy 
support from the Senate and the President after passing the House.

Republicans easily kept their majority in the Senate, which, as of 
Nov. 12, was 51 seats to Democrats’ 47. Republicans picked up three 
seats in North Dakota, Indiana, and Missouri, while Democrats picked 
two seats; one in Nevada and one in Arizona. A recount of the Florida 
Senate race is ongoing, and a runoff for a Mississippi special election 
will be held in late November, though the Republican candidate led 
in Tuesday’s election. 

It is highly likely that Republicans will increase their lead in the 
Senate, making it even easier for Trump to continue confirming judges 
to federal courts.

Democrats reclaimed seven governorships, but lost several key 
races to the GOP. These new governorships are essential to the redis-
tricting process in 2021 and 2022, after the next census in 2020.  
Democrats made further gains in state legislatures, while voters in 
several states approved ballot measures that established independent 

Republicans give up the house but gain a seat in Senate
redistricting committees, all of which will help Democrats decrease 
Republican gerrymandering. 

The predicted “blue wave” might have swept through the House, 
but a “red wall” kept the GOP’s losses in check. With the next elections 
not until 2020, a split government may very well have a huge impact 
on who voters choose to next lead the country.
(Sources: NY Times, CNN, Vice, Time, Vox, Axios)

•Sheriff killed
  in music club
•Midterm vote
  cuts congress 

by Austin Yung
 Editorial Editor 

Not long after the horrific Pittsburgh, PA, synagogue shooting, 
another gunman terrorized a Thousand Oaks country music bar north 
of Los Angeles. On Nov. 8, 12 people died and 18 were injured at the 
hands of gunman Ian David Long. The motive behind the shooting 
is unknown, but police suspect Long suffered from PTSD — he had 
previously served in the Marine Corps for five years, and spent seven 
months in Afghanistan.  

Before the shooting occurred, Borderline Bar & Grill hosted the 
birthdays of two women turning 21, and a line-dancing class for 
college students. At 11:20 PM, however, the sounds of gunfire began. 

Long entered the bar with smoke bombs and a .45 caliber Glock 21, 
killing the bouncer upon his arrival. He then detonated multiple smoke 
bombs, which created chaos and confusion within the bar. Many fled, 
while others ducked for cover. Nellie Wong, a victim of the shooting, 
recalled, “I immediately stopped moving, stopped breathing… Thank 
goodness, he didn’t see me at all.” However, Alaina Housley, Pepper-
dine University college student and niece of former Fox News national 
correspondent Adam Housley, was less fortunate unlike Wong. Housley 
died during the horrendous incident. 

Police responded to the scene quickly, with Ventura Sheriff Sergeant 
Ron Helus and a California Highway Patrol Officer taking the lead. 
However Long shot Helus almost immediately when he entered the bar. 
Severely injured, Helus was dragged from the line of fire by the CHP 
officer and sent to the hospital; however he died the morning after.  

Nightclub shooting devastates Los Angeles community
Helus spent 29 years on the force and was one to two years away from 
retirement; he leaves behind a wife and son. Fifteen to 20 minutes 
later, backup officers arrived at the scene and opened fire. They then 
spotted Long dead on the ground. Officials presume that Long had 
killed himself. 

Many victims of the shooting also happened to be victims of the 
Las Vegas shooting last year. Brandon Kelly, a 22-year-old survivor of 
both shootings, stated, “It’s too close to home. Borderline was our safe 
space, for lack of a better term. It was our home for the probably 30 
or 45 of us who are from the greater Ventura County area who were in 
Vegas. That was our place where we went to the following week, three 
nights in a row just so we could be with each other.” 
(Sources: NY Times, LA Times, CNN, US Today)

REBUILDING THE COMMUNITY: The town held a candelight vigil for the twelve victims.

IN THE LINE OF DUTY: Along with  eleven other victims, a Highway Patrol Officer was killed.

by Ethan Sanders
Humor Editor

On Oct. 27, a gunman opened fire in the Tree of 
Life, or L’Simcha Congregation synagogue, in Pitts-
burgh, PA, killing 11 worshippers, then wounding 
four police officers and two other civilians. 

The gunman, armed with an AR-15 assault 
rifle and three handguns, reportedly entered 
the building shouting anti-Semitic slurs as he 
assaulted the worshippers.

Citizenship debate rages on
by Morgan Tinsley
Sports Editor

The Fourteenth Amendment of the Constitution, 
which guarantees citizenship to children born in 
the United States regardless of their parents’ legal 
status, became a hot topic in the days leading up 
to the midterm elections. President Trump sparked 
the discussion on Oct. 30,  announcing that he was 
preparing an executive order that would cancel this 
Constitutional guarantee of birthright citizenship 
in America. 

During an interview with Axios, Trump claimed 
that America is “the only country in the world 
where a person comes in and has a baby and the 
baby is essentially a citizen of the United States 
for 85 years, with all of those benefits.” Trump 
critics and supporters alike were quick to fact check 
Trump’s statements and reveal that at least 30 other 

The New York Times reported that the assailant 
was “identified by law enforcement officials as 
Robert D. Bowers.” Bowers, 46, fired for 20 min-
utes until police, armed with rifles and clothed in 
tactical gear, stormed the synagogue. The gunman 
retreated to a room on the third floor and barri-
caded himself until eventually surrendering. 

countries, including Canada and Mexico, also have 
guaranteed birthright citizenship, according to a 
study from the Center for Immigration Studies. 
People also wondered whether it was possible to 
nullify birthright citizenship with an executive 
order. House of Representatives speaker and fellow 
conservative Paul Ryan reported that, “[Trump] 
obviously couldn’t do that… that would involve 
a very, very lengthy Constitutional process.” Ryan 
and other prominent political figures’ statements 
raised questions as to the President’s motives with 
such a bold statement so close to the midterm 
congressional elections. 

Regardless of the likelihood of Trump’s exec-
utive order succeeding in stripping the Consti-
tution of the Fourteenth Amendment, many are 
concerned that abolishing birthright citizenship 
in America would lead to a disaster like that of 
the Dominican Republic when it ended birthright 
citizenship in 2013. After that country revoked 
birthright citizenship, the massive numbers of 
Haitians living in the Dominican Republic without 
citizenship created a backlash against the repeal. 

In spite of doubts about the possibility of 
Donald Trump changing the Constitution with an 
executive order, many Americans support Trump’s 
idea that the Fourteenth Amendment should be 
revised or even revoked. An intense nationwide 
debate has resulted from the spotlight shining on 
birthright citizenship and the migrant caravan, 
stirring up  a mixture of fear, determination to 
change immigration policy,  and a desire to pre-
serve the current policy. 

While the possible results of Trump’s efforts 
to nullify birthright citizenship remain unknown, 
Trump will likely keep pushing for reform in United 
States immigration policies and the debate about 
guaranteed citizenship from birth will continue. 
(Sources: NY Times, Axios, Vice, CNN)MONUMENTAL: Ending birthright citizenship is Trump’s ambition.

Shooter targets synagogue 
He was taken to Allegheny General Hospital 

after being injured by gunfire; however, it was 
unclear whether the injuries were self-inflicted or 
from the police.

Bowers, who acted alone, has been charged by 
the state of Pennsylvania and the federal courts with 
29 criminal counts, some of which are punishable by 
death, including the obstruction of the free exercise 
of religious beliefs and using a firearm to commit 
murder. The gunman also faces Pennsylvania state 
charges including 11 counts of criminal homicide, 
six counts of aggravated assault, and 13 counts of 
ethnic intimidation. Bowers had no previous crimi-
nal history, authorities reported, but he frequently 
posted anti-Semitic content on social media.

According to his commentary in The New York 
Times, F.B.I. special agent Robert Jones called the 
shooting the “most horrific crime scene” he wit-
nessed in 22 years. Jones said that the Tree of Life 
Synagogue was in the middle of a “peaceful service” 
when congregants were fired at and “brutally mur-
dered by a gunman targeting them simply because 
of their faith.”

The shooting broke the heart of Pittsburgh’s 
historically Jewish neighborhood Squirrel Hill. 
President Donald Trump ordered flags to be flown 
at half-staff in honor of the victims.

“We will drive anti-Semitism and the hate of any 
people back to the basement, on their computer, 
and away from the open discussions and dialogues 
around this city, around this state, and around 
this country,” said Pittsburgh Mayor Bill Peduto 
according to a CNN report.

The day after the shooting, community leaders 
joined with other politicians and Pittsburgh resi-
dents at the University of Pittsburgh for an inter-
faith service. These dignitaries pledged to support 
the mourning community and fight hate speech. 
(Sources: NY Times, USA Today, CNN)

UNIFIED: Governor Tom Wolf gave a press conference and vigil.
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CONTENTION: Gubernatorial candidate Ron De Santis’s election is subject to a full recount.

SUFFERED ALREADY: Some of the victims were also victims of the Las Vegas shooting.


