
by Cooper Bowen
News Editor

The New York Times released an extensive investiga-
tion of President Trump and his family’s business dealings 
on Oct. 2, finding “instances of outright fraud” in which 
the Trump family evaded hundreds of millions of dollars 
in taxes. The investigation uncovered President Trump’s 
participation in numerous tax schemes in the 1990’s that 
allowed him to build upon the fortune he received from 
his parents. It further reveals that Trump, who claims 
that he is a self-made billionaire, actually received at 
least $413 million from his father’s real estate empire.

President Trump obtained most of this money 
through a sham corporation to disguise millions in gifts, 
as well as improper tax returns and misreporting the 
values of his parents’ properties by hundreds of millions 
of dollars. His parents provided him with endless loans, 
often not repaid, to buy everything from stocks to his 
car and first office in Manhattan. President Trump was 
a millionaire by age eight, earning $200,000 a year from 
his father’s real estate empire when he was only three 
and roughly $5 million annually in his 40s and 50s. Fred 
and Mary Trump, Donald Trump’s parents, transferred 
over $1 billion of their wealth to their children. Under 
New York’s 55 percent inheritance tax, this would have 
produced a tax bill of at least $550 million. Records show 
that the Trump family instead paid $52.2 million, only 
about five percent.

The New York Times investigation’s findings are based 
on over 100,000 pages of documents detailing the inner 
workings of Fred Trump’s real estate empire, as well as 
interviews of former employees and advisors. Although 
The Times did not have access to Trump’s personal tax 
returns, they drew tens of thousands of documents from 
public sources as well as confidential records. These range 
from mortgages and civil court files to bank statements 
and financial audits, including over 200 pages of Fred 
Trump’s tax returns. In a tweet, President Trump dis-
missed the article as a “very old, boring and often told 

hit piece.” His lawyer, Charles Harder, responded by 
saying, “The New York Times’ allegations of fraud and tax 
evasion are 100 percent false, and highly defamatory.”

This investigation brings about new questions con-
cerning President Trump’s infamous refusal to release his 
tax returns. Because of how long ago the acts occurred 
and the statute of limitations, it is unlikely the Pres-
ident would be vulnerable to prosecution for helping 
his parents avoid taxes. However, there is no time limit 
on civil fines concerning tax fraud. According to a 
spokesperson, “The [New York State] Tax Department is 
reviewing the allegations in the NYT article and is vigor-
ously pursuing all appropriate avenues of investigation.” 
Because of the investigation, Democrats in Washington 
have renewed calls for Trump to release his tax returns.
(Sources: NY Times, CNN, Vox)
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by Andy Braham
National Editor

On Oct. 6, the senate voted 50 to 48 to confirm Brett Kavanaugh, 
President Trump’s controversial second Supreme Court nominee, leading 
to days of protest in the capitol. Trump nominated Kavanaugh in July 
to replace retiring Justice Anthony Kennedy. Confirmation hearings 
began in early September, starting in the Senate Judiciary Committee. 

Democratic senators originally attempted to delay the confirmation 
on the grounds that they did not have enough time to review a new 
collection of several thousand documents relating to Kavanaugh’s time 
as judge on the D.C circuit of the U.S. Court of Appeals. Democrats 
raised objections to Kavanaugh’s ambiguous views on Roe vs Wade, the 
landmark 1973 Supreme Court decision that legalized abortion  nation-
wide which many legal scholar view as at risk of being overturned.

Many legal scholars believe that Kavanaugh had admitted to a legal 
philosophy of originalism, claiming that his time working for former 
president George W. Bush would place him to the right of most of the 
other justices on the court. 

As the fiery hearings began to slow down in the senate, an alle-
gation leaked on Sept. 27 accusing the nominee of a sexual assault 
that allegedly happened in the early to mid-eighties. News of the 
allegation arose someone in Senator Dianne Feinstein office leaked 
Christine Blasey Ford’s letter detailing the assault. According to Ford, 
Kavanaugh and close friend Mark Judge drunkenly pinned her down 
on a bed in an upstairs room during a high school party. 

Senate confirms Justice Brett Kavanaugh with 50-48 vote 
The allegation immediately resulted in a media storm. Through 

investigations by the New Yorker and Stormy Daniels’ lawyer, Michael 
Avenatti, two new allegations arose. First, a New Yorker article detailed 
the story of Kavanaugh’s Yale classmate Deborah Ramirez, who claimed 
that Kavanaugh exposed his genitals and behaved inappropriately 
towards her during a dorm party. The third accusation came from Julie 
Swetnick, who claimed that Kavanaugh was involved a series of parties 
where multiple boys preyed upon individual girls.

In response, Kavanaugh participated in a FOX News interview, 
denying the allegations and saying that he remained a virgin well 
into college and “many, many years after.” At first, it was not clear if 
Ford would agree to testify before the Senate, as she had previously 
stated that she was not comfortable with the national attention and 
had a personal fear of flying. Nevertheless, Ford testified before the 
Senate and explained the traumatic experiences, voicing opposition 
to Kavanaugh taking a position on the Supreme Court. 

Later that day, Kavanaugh gave an unequivocal and angry denial 
of all the allegations. He explained, “I have never done this to her 
[Ford] or to anyone. That’s not who I am, it is not who I was. I am 
innocent of this charge.” Kavanaugh faced questions from most of the 
Senate Judiciary members as well as a special sex crimes prosecutor. 

When Kavanaugh’s confirmation was put to a vote, Republican 
Senator Lisa Murkowski from Alaska voted “present” instead of voting 
for or against the nominee. One Republican senator missed the vote 
and one Democrat, Joe Manchin from West Virginia, voted in favor of 

by Sami Elizondo
Humor Editor

On Sat., Oct. 6, upstate New York lost 
20 people in a deadly limo crash. This tragic 
incident is currently the worst United States 
car accident in the past nine years. A friend 
group of 17 celebrating the birthday of 
Amy Steenburg, along with the limousine 
driver and two pedestrians, were killed in 
the collision.

After news of the limo crash spread, 
social media users began to suspect that the 
limo service was at fault for the accident. 
These rumors gained traction when the 
New York State police department began 
actively investigating the crash as a criminal 
case. State Police Superintendent George 
Beach informed the media of the arrest of 
Nauman Hussain, the limo company opera-
tor, explaining that “data is being collected 
from the scene and that information will be 
examined and analyzed.” 

Another popular theory about the crash 
that surfaced on media outlets focused 
on the driver and his possible faults. The 
National Transportation Safety Board will 
seek answers to questions regarding the 
driver, Scott Lisinicchia, in their extensive 
investigation of the tragedy. Reports claim 
that no skid marks are visible at the scene 
of the crash; however, state police ensured 
the public that this does not mean that 
Lisinicchia did not attempt to brake. The 
autopsy results will determine if the driver 
was impaired at the time of the accident.

Despite the public’s accusations, the 

Limo crash sparks reform Trump’s tax returns scrutinized 

Historic Hurricane Michael leaves Florida coast damaged
by Madeline King
News Editor

Hurricane Michael made landfall near Mexico Beach, FL, around 
12:30 PM on Wed., Oct. 10. As of Sat., there has been at least 18 
reported American casualties and over 750,000 people are without 
electricity across seven states including Florida, Georgia, and Alabama. 

 On Oct. 8, the storm’s winds only clocked at around 70 mph, 
which did not yet classify it as a hurricane. By Tues., speeds exceeded 
100 mph, yet forecasters did not expect them to go higher than 129 

mph. However, at the time of its landfall, the hurricane had maximum 
sustained winds reaching 155 mph, only 2 mph short of achieving 
Category 5 status. Initially forecast to arrive as a mere tropical storm, 
Michael is the first Category 4 or stronger hurricane to hit the Florida 
Panhandle, the name given to the strip of land in the state’s north-
west. It is also the strongest storm to arrive in the state since 1992, 
when Hurricane Andrew left a trail of destruction. Michael traveled 
through Georgia as a Category 3 hurricane, the strongest hurricane in 
that state since 1898.

Michael caused the death of at least 13 in Central America before 
advancing to the United States, including six casualties in Honduras, 
four in Nicaragua, and three in El Salvador. The hurricane forced 
hundreds of Central Americans to flee their homes after heavy rains 
caused flooding and massive landslides.

Florida Governor Rick Scott held a briefing on Wed. to report 
officials were, “100 percent focused on search and rescue.” On Sat. he 
tweeted that that 142,000 gallons of water and almost 174,000 ready-
to-eat meals were delivered to affected communities, with food and 
water being airdropped to those that were the hardest hit. Authorities 
said there are 15 shelters open across Florida and 11 counties are eligi-
ble for individual assistance from the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency. He also reported over 243,000 people to be without power in 
Florida as of Saturday night.

Panama City Fire Department Battalion Chief David Collier stated, 
“Unfortunately, we’re probably still going to find people in the coming 

weeks.” He also estimated that the fatalities could rise into double 
digits in Panama City and its surrounding communities alone. Hospi-
tals such as Bay Medical Sacred Heart in Panama City are continuing 
to remain operational despite heavy damage, housing approximately 
1,500 people during the storm.
(Sources: The Weather Channel, Slate, NY Times, BBC News, CBS  
News, CNN)

the nominee. Kavanaugh was sworn in by President Trump on Oct. 7 
alongside his family and retired justice Anthony Kennedy.
(Sources: Washington Post, New Yorker, Vox, Slate, NY Times)

Lisinicchia family is adamant that their 
relative was given a faulty limo. Their 
family attorney, George Longworth, spoke 
on behalf of the family in a statement last 
week: “unbeknownst to [Scott Lisinicchia], 
he was provided with a vehicle that was 
neither roadworthy nor safe for any of its 
occupants.”

Although the limo crash has taken the 
lives of 20 people, there is hope that this 
calamity will bring about change. Demo-
cratic Senator Chuck Schumer from New 
York contacted the National Transportation 
Safety Board to take a leadership position in 
the investigation. In the future, all limou-
sine crashes will be investigated in order to 
prevent future fatalities. Schumer wants to 
expand on the safety regulations regarding 
limos, explaining that “stretch limos exist 
in a gray area. They’re not a car. They’re 
not a bus. And that’s the problem. They fall 
through the regulatory cracks and there are 
no safety standards for them. That has to 
change.” With these preventative measures 
in place, the hope is that the United States 
will never see a severe limo crash like the 
Oct. 6 episode ever again.   
(Sources: NY Times, Democrat and Chronicle) 
 

CALM BEFORE THE STORM: Governor Rick Scott warned of the coming hurricane.

TURBULENT TIME: Hurricane Michael is just one of many strong storms this season.

UNFAZED: Despite accusations, Trump only responded on Twitter.

TOUGH FIGHT: Despite heated controversy, the Senate approved Kavanaugh.
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LIMO LIMBO: Limos aren’t regulated like other cars.


