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LG celebrates the holidays
by Reegan McCluskey 
News Editor
     On the last day of November every year, Los 
Gatos gathers around the large redwood tree 
downtown for the annual tree lighting ceremony. 
The tree has been decorated with Christmas 
lights, and the lights stay on for the entire month  
of December. 
     Around 6 PM on Fri., Nov. 30, Los Gatos families 
walked or drove over to the tree to watch as the 
mayor flipped the light switch. The entire event 
lasted from 4:30-7 PM. The decorated tree is nearly 
one hundred years old. As the Los Gatos Com-
munity Foundation states, “The tree was planted 
by the History Club of Los Gatos in 1923.” At the 
tree lighting event, people enjoyed hot chocolate 
and sweet candy canes. The money from the food 
booth went back to the town to fund a variety of 
projects that improve the town as a whole. 
     Choirs and bands from local schools also came 
and performed for the crowds of people, including 
the LGHS band and the RJ Fisher Middle School 
choir and string orchestra. They sang and played 
traditional Christmas carols and an assortment of 
other songs. Senior Caitlyn Yee remembered how 
she, “participated in Fisher choir my eighth grade 
year. I remember rehearsing for a few weeks, and 
we performed a handful of songs.” The organizer 
also arranged a very special visit with Santa Claus. 
Nearly thirty people stood in line with their eager 
children to take their picture with Mr. Claus. 
Santa Claus even brought two of his elves to the 
event. Hopefully they won’t be too behind on 
gifts this year.  
     Between the food, choir, and VIP visit from 
Santa, what more could a little kid want? How 
about a picture with an old fire truck dressed 
up for the holidays? The Santa Clara County Fire 

by Tatum Jenkins
Editor-in-Chief

Senior Hannah Schneider from Sacred Heart High School in 
Atherton is taking her music site, Unheard Gems, into the literal 
spotlight. On Jan. 12, from 7 to 10PM, upcoming musicians Mat-
thew V and Saint Clare will take the stage at this one-night event. 
Sacred Heart student bands Ellie, Alexi, & Jake and Ian & Alekos 
are supporting the two singers before their sets. The event is open 
to all high school students in the area for $20 and, along with the 
live performances, there will be a raffle for meet-and-greets with 
Matthew V and Saint Clare.

Schneider’s website, Unheard Gems, focuses on smaller musicians 
for their reviews and interviews, as well as covering lesser-known 

Annual Nutcracker performance captivates audience
by Esther Sun
World Editor
     Over the weekend of Dec. 7 through 9, the Los Gatos Ballet and 
the San Jose Youth Symphony held their annual performances of 
Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker ballet at the Flint Center at De Anza Col-
lege. The performances spanned the entire weekend, with a show 
on Friday night, two shows on Saturday, and one final performance  
on Sunday night.
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Saferides assists students
by Katherine Monsef
Graphics Designer

Many students believe they know all the 
resources available for their benefit on and off 
campus yet some of the great programs enacted 
by the high school are rarely advertised. CASSY,  
also known as Counseling and Support Services for 
Youth, provides services to our school, such as the 
SafeRides program on the weekends, providing free, 
anonymous lifts to your home. 

Saferides is a group of volunteers consisting of 
both students and adults. They are now open on Fri-
days and Saturdays, with their hub being the United 
Methodist Church right next to the school. On staff, 
they have a mixture of AMOD’s and BMOD’s (adult 
members on duty and board members on duty) 
resulting in a mixture of adult drivers and student 
volunteers. At the church, student dispatchers take 
phone calls at 1-888-550-RIDE and communicate 

with the drivers and navigators to coordinate 
the rides. Students can volunteer for SafeRides, 
even without their license, by participating as a 
navigator or dispatcher. Every Friday and Saturday, 
CASSY brings free pizza for its volunteers, and 
the student community also enjoys playing video 
games and board games while waiting for calls. 
They remain open through much of the night, 
operating from 10 PM through 1 AM.

Senior Kiyavash Azim, loves this program. 
He explains, “I get to clear the streets of all the 
drunk drivers and usafe designated drivers.” In 
this way, he can “give back to the community 
[he] grew up in.”

Students also have access to the CASSY, an 
on-campus counseling and support service. They 
provide free counseling for those dealing with 
anxiety, depression, low self esteem, and social 
skill issues. At this point, Cassy has provided 6,400 
hours of individual and group therapy for over 235 
students attending LGHS. 95 percent of students 
partaking in this service reported having a positive 
experience with the CASSY staff and recommended 
taking advantage of their services provided. Since 
the counseling is free, CASSY takes donations on 
their website so that the program can continue 
to remain free for all students in LGHS and other 
Bay Area public schools. 

Also at our school, anyone can visit the Stu-
dent Center in the back of the library to relax 
and recuperate if they are overwhelmed. This is 
another source created for students to take care 
of their mental health. In the room, there are 
lots of areas to unwind, and computers to quietly 
work on activities.

Overall, students have many options for the 
programs offered to them for free by our school 
to help them in various situations. 

     The Nutcracker’s plot centers around a young girl named Clara 
who receives a Nutcracker doll from her mysterious godfather, Dros-
selmeyer, at a holiday party. During the night, her Nutcracker doll 
comes alive and fights off the Mouse King and his army of rats. After 
the battle, the Nutcracker brings Clara to the court of the Sugar Plum 
Fairy, where they recount the battle to the Fairy and watch perfor-
mances by her host of dancers. Finally, the Nutcracker takes Clara 
back home, where she wakes up and discovers that her adventure 
with him was all just a dream.
     Audience members spent the magical evening watching snowflakes 
twirl, flowers waltz, and beautifully-costumed ballerinas perform 
Spanish, Arabian, Chinese, and Russian-style dances. The audience 
held its breath as the Nutcracker valiantly battled against the gro-
tesque Mouse King, and it collectively gasped when a line of little 
girls dressed as angels tiptoed daintily across the stage. Along with 
watching the show, attendees could purchase tickets for backstage 
tours and to spend time at the Peppermint Palace, an elaborately-
decorated area where they could take pictures with the dancers and 
enjoy homemade sweets.
     The San Jose Youth Symphony Philharmonic, conducted by Yair 
Samet, rehearsed Tchaikovsky‘s two-hour long suite for months prior 
to the shows. The Nutcracker performance is an optional commitment 
for members of the full Philharmonic, which hosts four of its own 
concerts throughout each year. Bryan Sun, the concertmaster of the 
Philharmonic, commented that he particularly loves Scenes 6, 7, and 
8 in the ballet, which are when Clara falls asleep and starts dream-
ing, the battle happens, and a slow romantic pas de deux occurs. He 
elaborated that the reason those scenes stand out to him is because 

Department made an appearance with their festive 
truck, which had a wreath on the hood and a banner 
along the side of the truck reading “Los Gatos Com-
munity Foundation.” All through the night, any 
bystander could hear lots of excited children saying 
anything from, “I want to pose with Santa” to “I 
love fire trucks.” Some parents said that they have 
been coming to the event for multiple years and 
plan on coming to many more in the future. Los 
Gatos High School senior Iris Beckstrom also went 
to the event. She stated, “I haven’t been to this 
event before, but it’s so cute and festive I’m glad I 
came this year.” All around, this wholesome family 
tradition is worth the annual wait. 
(Sources: Los Gatos Community Foundation, Los 
Gatos CA)

IMPORTANT WARMUP: Performers make sure to get out their pre-show jitters.

they are “an exceptionally excellent blend between music and dance, 
with each part of the music being as important in telling the story 
as the dance itself.”
Performing in the Nutcracker was and will continue to be a delight-
ful experience for students at the Los Gatos Ballet. Alexandra Lee, a 
Saratoga High School student who danced the roles of Marzipan Side 
Snow, Ballerina Doll, and Flower in the famous Waltz of the Flowers, 
explained that she was excited to be part of the production because 
“I love dancing and I also love the people here, since I’ve known 
them for so long.”
     Overall, the Nutcracker performances were phenomenal successes, 
both for the ballet dancers and for the musicians. Audience members 
went home gushing about how wonderful the performance was and 
many look forward to coming again next year. 

MEET THE STAR: The main character of this ballet is a festive nutcracker. 

music video and album releases. Schneider formulated the idea for the 
website after completing an internship for a social media company 
in Sydney, Australia, in the summer of 2017. Since then, Unheard 
Gems has interviewed dozens of artists and has featured articles 
and photos from writers and photographers all over the country. In 
Jan., Schneider adds this concert to the list of her accomplishments.

Saint Clare taught himself to play the piano and violin at 
a young age and has since produced string arrangements for 
Macklemore & Ryan Lewis. He is looking forward to performing at 
Sacred Heart, remarking, “The peak of live performance is shar-
ing your energy with an audience. I’m really looking forward to 
meet a new crowd of brilliant people who are as excited as I am  
to be there.”

Joining Saint Clare, Matthew V is the very first artist featured on 
the Unheard Gems platform. Schneider believes that picking Matthew 
for the job was a “no brainer. Being our first Unheard Gem, I knew 
that he would be my first artist. His original blind support when 
I first asked to interview him and our friendship ever since made 
him an easy ask.” A Canadian singer-songwriter, Matthew V vocally 
trained for classical opera until he went to England at the age of 17 
to learn how to write his own songs.

As for the opening acts, they feel equally enthusiastic about get-
ting on stage. Ian from Ian & Alekos gushed, “We are super excited 
– and a little nervous – to be opening at the Unheard Gems concert. 
We are very passionate about music and are thrilled to get the experi-
ence of performing with the very talented professional artists. It is 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: Unheard Gems release their advertising flyer.

LOOK UP AT THE LIGHTS: LG residents admire the lights.

Support local musicians at the Unheard Gems event

JOIN THE PARTY: Volunteers pass time in front of Dio. 

For more information 
about Unheard Gems, 
check out the Sacred 
Heart High School 
website. Don’t forget 
to attend the event in 
the beginning of year 
on January 12, 2019. 

a step up from busking and open mics that we have been doing!”
With all the behind-the-scenes work Schneider puts into this, 

she ultimately commented, “If people leave with an appreciation 
for new music and emerging artists and feel like they have just 
been surrounded by a community of students who love music, 
then that is a perfect concert.”     
(Source: Unheard Gems)
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