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Presentation HS theater director sued for sexual abuse
by Jamie Blough
Center Editor

San Diego attorney Ken Turek filed the first lawsuit against Presenta-
tion High School theater director Jeffrey Hicks for sexual harassment on 
Aug. 3. The lawsuit will attempt to hold Presentation faculty accountable 
for their ongoing ignorance of sexual abuse and address the molestation 
allegations against various teachers, coaches, and staff members over 
the past few years. 

The prosecution’s case is based on the alleged molestation of a 
15-year-old girl on campus in 2003 and again on a school-arranged 
theater trip in 2004. Hicks defends a weak case, as he was recently 
found guilty of possessing child pornography and exchanging 
inappropriate messages with said student. This, coupled with the 
withholding of this information by Presentation faculty members, 
led to the ultimate lawsuit against the ex-theater director. In addi-
tion, parents have accused Presentation of ignoring complaints of 
misconduct by Hicks since long before the account in 2003.

When speaking at a news conference on behalf of the 15-year-
old victim, Ken Turek stated, “When the student herself tried to 
put an end to the molestation, Hicks told her he would kill himself  
or have her arrested.” Turek also explained that “actions in not 
following the mandatory reporting laws allowed Hicks to have a 
clean teaching record when he left Presentation.” Both Hicks and 
Presentation High School as a whole are now facing consequences 
for their failure to implement proper procedures given the situation.

Since the allegations were publicly announced, many additional 
current and former students have come forward to testify as vic-
tims of sexual assault at Presentation High School. NBC Bay Area  
spoke with a total of ten families who made accusations against at 
least seven former staff members, which sparked the initiation of 
“Make Pres Safe,” an alumni-led group that advocates for a changes 
in leadership positions at the school and in how they handle sexual 
assault claims.

Citizens of San Jose and friends and family of Presentation stu-
dents continue to endorse the movement and work toward making 

Highway 9 highlights safety
by Nick Borgia
PR Manager

On Sept. 1, 2017, a speeding car killed 84-year 
old Sal Sanchez as he was using the crosswalk at 
the busy Highway 9 and Massol Avenue intersection 
here in Los Gatos. This sparked a call throughout 
the town for a safer intersection that will prevent 
accidents in the future. The speed limit leading up 
to this crosswalk from Saratoga is 35 miles per hour, 
but that doesn’t stop people from speeding through  
the intersection. 

Junior Sigi Valencia lives very close to Massol 
Avenue. Valencia, who uses the crosswalk all the time, 
noted that “cars rarely stop to let pedestrians cross  
the road, and they just speed right through.” Junior 
Gian Lagemann drives with his family on Highway 

9 to get to school every day. Lagemann talked 
about how the crosswalk is not clearly visible 
to drivers, “especially at night. [His family] 
often accidentally drives right through without 
even seeing waiting pedestrians on the side of 
the road.” According to a recently-completed 
Highway 9 safety and traffic study, “Sixteen 
accidents were reported at the Highway 9/
Massol intersection between 2013 and 2017, 
half of which resulted in injuries.”

After the death of Sanchez last year, people 
around the community have pushed for reforms 
to make the intersection safer for pedestrians. 
The town council has brainstormed many dif-
ferent ideas, including the addition of a full 
stop light, but they quickly realized another 
light would only add to congestion in the 
already-busy downtown area. Instead, the 
council agreed on flashing LED lights to let 
drivers know that a pedestrian is in the cross-
walk. With the push of a button, pedestrians 
will be able to activate the lights to show that 
they intend to cross, and drivers will be able 
to see the noticeable flashing from the LEDs. 
This system is common in school zones for its 
enforcement of greater safety, so adding one to 
the crosswalk on Highway 9 could potentially 
decrease the number of accidents that occur, 
preventing needless deaths.

“It’s definitely a great addition,” stated 
Valencia. “I would always have to wait five 
minutes to cross because no one would ever 
slow down.” Lagemann adds, “Lights would 
definitely help notify drivers that someone 
in crossing.” Green bike lanes are also a part 
of the plan. The total cost of the lights and 
bike lanes will be around $112,000. However,  
funding for the system has not yet been 
approved, but the council will likely take care 
of that in early 2019.
(Source: Mercury News)

New Vitality Bowls opens
by Sami Elizondo
Humor Editor

If you have Instagram, Snapchat, or really any 
other social media outlet, you’ve probably been 
recently bombarded with pictures of insanely 
vibrant bowls of acai with fruit and granola gar-
nishings on top, all courtesy of Vitality Bowls. 
As implied by its name, Vitality Bowls’ goal is to 
bring “health and wellness to every community 
across the country” one bowl at a time. The self-
proclaimed superfood cafe specializes in acai and 
has gained enormous popularity over the last 
few months.

Vitality Bowls hosted a special event on its 
first day of business in Los Gatos, drawing in the 
first fifty customers by offering them a free acai 
bowl. The company’s hope in doing so was to 
garner interest in the café’s fresh acai and array 
of different treats, including pastries and coffee, 
hopefully encouraging customers to the spread 
word about Vitality Bowls.

The cafe recently hired Tucker Green, a junior 
at LGHS, who only has positive reviews about his 
experience as an employee. Green raved about 
the healthy work environment and relationships 
among the employees. He explained that “there 
are a lot of people in the same age group and 
we all have a lot of fun, despite the stress we 
sometimes endure.” This stress is no surprise, as 
Vitality Bowls is constantly packed with teenagers 
on their phones capturing the beauty of their col-
orful bowls. Alongside the teens, you can expect 
your average LG health fanatic, drawn to vitality 
bowls for its central location downtown: adjacent 
to Soul Cycle and Pressed Juicery.

 Green’s favorite item on the menu is the 
“Tropical Bowl because it tastes the best to 
[him],” while his favorite smoothie is the “Matcha 
Madness because it tastes super laid back and 
it’s more filling.” The tropical bowl ranges from 
$11.49 to $12.99, depending on the size, and 

contains hints of pineapple, coconut, and mango. 
The matcha smoothie is a new addition to the 
menu and consists of kale, almond butter, and 
dates. Green also gushed about the positive work 
environment, explaining, “ the best thing about 
working there is definitely the people that I work 
with.” Employee training was already in the works 
before the grand opening, and Green elaborated 
that the staff  “have only been together for about 
a month and [they] all clicked like a family.” The 
combination of the friendly staff and diverse menu 
could easily satisfy anyone’s appetite, so visit LG’s 
newest superfood cafe.
(Source: Vitality Bowls)

HEALTHY AND DELICIOUS: Vitality Bowls serves acai bowls.

the school a safer place to learn. In the meantime, spokespeople for 
the school advocate on behalf of the staff, saying, “Our hearts go out 
to anyone who was harmed by Jeff Hicks, who worked at Presentation 
High School more than a decade ago. While we can’t comment on these 
specific allegations, we recognize that we can always do better and 
we have made great strides over the last year to make Presentation 
an ever better school for our students.”
(Sources: Mercury News, NBC Bay Area, CBS Local)

Supreme Court Justice Sotomayor comes to San Jose
by Alaina Fox
World Editor

Five hundred and sixty-five people, from toddlers to elders, 
crowded shoulder to shoulder in the SJSU theater to hear a 
renowned and inspirational woman speak about her experiences 
in overcoming adversity. On Sept. 10, Supreme Court Justice 
Sonia Sotomayor discussed her life, answered questions, and 
autographed books at the San Jose State University Hammer 
Theatre Center. 

The event was part of Justice Sotomayor’s national tour to 
promote her new books. She released My Beloved World as an auto-
biography for adults in 2013. On Sept. 4 of this year, she followed 
up that publication by releasing Turning Pages: My Life Story and 
The Beloved World of Sonia Sotomayor. The first is aimed at readers 
four to eight years old, and the latter is intended for a slightly older 
middle school audience.

“Kids need to know happy endings are possible,” Justice 
Sotomayor said. To accomplish this, she hopes to inspire chil-
dren with her own books. She comes from an underprivileged 
background; both of her parents immigrated from Puerto Rico, 
and her father worked in manual labor. The main thing she relied 
on as a source of education and entertainment was literature. In 
Turning Pages, she raved about the power of books, comparing 

FIGHTING FOR JUSTICE: Attorney sues Presentation High School theater director.

FOLLOW YOUR DREAMS: Justice Sotomayor inspired young children at SJSU.

them to “keys that unlock the wisdom of yesterday and open 
the door to tomorrow.” 

In 2009, after being appointed by then-President Barack 
Obama, Justice Sotomayor became the third woman and first 
Hispanic justice to ever serve on the Supreme Court. Though this 
position comes with incredible responsibility, she emphasized 
that she doesn’t try to play God. “You have to be humble about 
[power]” she said, noting that in every case the ruling may bring 
significant consequences for the losing side.

During her SJSU speech, Justice Sotomayor walked up the 
aisles with stoic security guards at her side, hugging children 
and taking their questions. Little girls wore shirts that read 
“purrsist,” “future president,” “sí se puede,” “Ruth & Elena & 
Sonia & Sandra,” and “the future is female.” She advised kids on 
race and ethnicity: “You are a Latino; wear that with pride.” She 
also provided additional guidance on the topic of sexism. After 
a question about persevering in male-dominated professions, 
she replied, “You can become anything you want to become. 
If someone says you can’t, look them in the eyes, and say, 
‘you’re wrong.’” The audience responded to her eloquent words 
with raucous cheers and applause. The thrilling event will be a 
treasured memory for each child who was present that evening.
(Source: Turning Pages: My Life Story by Sonia Sotomayor)

SAFETY FIRST: Citizens took action after the fatal accident.

“MAKE PRES SAFE”: Alumni advocate for changes in leadership at Presentation.
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