
the stage and sang with passion for the entirety of 
the band’s set. 

Next, Bastille impressed the audience with 
their multitude of popular songs, including fan 
favorites Pompeii and Good Grief, along with their 
recent hit collaboration with Marshmello, Happier. 
Bastille returned to Not So Silent Night after their 
2016 performance with a completely new track list, 
packed full of new releases.

Death Cab for Cutie played next, beginning their 
set with I Will Possess Your Heart, which featured a 
four minute intro before the lyrics began. Despite 
their short set time, Death Cab for Cutie found time 
to play both old favorites like Soul Meets Body and 
new songs from their recently released record, Thank 
You for Today. 

Finally, English indie rock band Florence + the 
Machine mesmerized the audience with sheer talent 
and booming vocals. The entire crowd stood with 
anticipation as Florence + the Machine entered the 
stage. The audience sang along to well known songs 
and cheered in acknowledgement of the pure talent 
and emotion that the band exuded. 

If you’re interested in alternative music and fun 
holiday concerts, keep an eye out for the Not So 
Silent Night 2019 lineup.

STRUT YOUR STUFF: The Struts took the stage at NSSN.

M. Tinsley

by Morgan Tinsley
Sports Editor

Radio station alt 105.3’s annual Bay Area 
concert, Not So Silent Night, took place on Dec. 
8 this year at the SAP Center. The change in 
venue from years past at Oracle Arena brought 
the concert closer to LG residents, but it also 
raised ticket prices. The concert hosted a killer 
lineup of alternative acts, including multiple 
returning acts. Unlike holiday concerts from 
Alt 105.3 in previous years, this year’s Not So 
Silent Night hosted eight bands rather than six.

Elle King, best known for her chart-topping 
song Ex’s & Oh’s, opened the concert with her 
powerful voice. She pumped up the crowd and 
managed to find time for a positive pep talk 
as well. Her relatively short set preceded an 
extremely quick set change, and soon English 
rock band The Struts took the stage. The Struts, 
who have performed with iconic rock bands like 
The Rolling Stones, The Who, and Guns N’ Roses, 
started their set with their popular song, Kiss 
This, mesmerizing the audience with their lively, 
entertaining performance. 

Following The Struts was a solo performance 
from Mike Shinoda, well known from his band 
Linkin Park. Shinoda alternated between original 
songs, mash ups, and talks with the audience 
about life and the late Chester Bennington. Rock 
band Young the Giant performed next, playing 
fan favorites such as My Body and Cough Syrup. 
Young the Giant excited the crowd and received 
multiple standing ovations. 

Scottish synth-pop band Chvrches, pro-
nounced “churches,” marked the halfway point 
of the concert. The band opened with Get Out, 
a song from their new album Love is Dead. 
Lead singer Lauren Mayberry danced around 
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Deadliest wildfires in state history devastate California
by Alex Niles
Opinion Editor

After burning hundreds of thousands of acres and thousands of 
structures at both ends of the state, California’s Camp and Woolsey 
fires were finally contained in late November. Both ignited on Nov. 
8, and together killed at least 88 people and incurred billions in fire 
suppression and property damage costs. 

In Butte Country, the Camp Fire quickly became the deadliest and 
most destructive – though not the largest – fire in California history 
after rapidly expanding throughout early November and burning 
through the entire town of Paradise, CA. Cal Fire reports that the 
Camp Fire burned 153,336 acres and involved 1,065 fire personnel, 

73 trucks, and 2 helicopters in fire suppression efforts before reach-
ing full containment by Nov. 25. The fire’s rapid growth and chaotic 
evacuation efforts resulted in the deaths of at least 88 people as it 
burned through Paradise and the surrounding area. The missing per-
sons list, which at one point totaled over 800 for the Camp Fire, has 
been reduced to six as of Dec 7. The official counts of both deceased 
and missing persons continued to fluctuate for over a week after the 
fires were extinguished as officials struggled to uncover and identify 
the badly burned remains of victims and confirm the status of every 
missing person in the aftermath of the chaotic Paradise evacuation. 
The total number of structures destroyed amounts to 13,972 residences, 
528 commercial and 4,293 other buildings. The cause of the fire is 
still under investigation.

The Woolsey fire, which also ignited on Nov. 8, burned through 
nearly 97,000 acres and hundreds of structures in the affluent Malibu 
County. Three people were killed in the fire before it reached full 
containment on Nov. 21. Several hundred structures were destroyed, 
largely in Western Malibu, where the median home value of structures 
lost is $3.47 million. Several celebrities lost their homes as well, 
including Miley Cyrus, Neil Young, Gerard Butler, and Robin Thicke. 

The fires also reduced air quality throughout the state and coun-
try, with smoke drifting as far east as Washington, D.C. Residents 
throughout northern California choked on smokey air for over a week 
during November, prompting many to don protective masks and to 
stay indoors as much as possible. Air quality in the Bay Area was as 
bad as 230 ppm of hazardous particles at one point, earning a label 
‘extremely hazardous’ from air quality monitoring agencies. Several 
school districts closed, and multiple sports teams had practices can-

celed and games postponed. A petition to close Los Gatos High School 
on account of the smoke even racked up more signatures than there 
are students in the whole school.

Though the fires have been extinguished, their victims still have 
a long road to recovery ahead. Rains, which helped put out the Camp 
Fire, sparked fears of mudslides in Butte County. Special teams must 
clean up hazardous chemicals released during the fire before residents 
can begin rebuilding, a process which could take months. In Paradise 
alone, over 8 million tons of potentially toxic debris must be cleaned, 
sorted through for salvage, and removed before rebuilding begins.  

Despite the myriad difficulties that lay ahead in the rebuilding 
process, residents in both Paradise and Malibu remain determined 
to rebuild. To help them in their efforts, donate to the Red Cross  
at https://www.redcross.org.
(Sources: Cal Fire, NYT, CNN, WP)

jubilant Christmas carols. Right after the band came 
the Los Gatos High School Dance Team, along with 
the Los Gatos High School Cheer Team a little while 
after. Scheduled in even intervals throughout the 
parade were the marching bands and color guards 
of R.J. Fisher Middle School, Leigh High School, 
San Benito High School, Ida Price Middle School, 
Dartmouth Middle School, Union Middle School, and 
Westmont High School.

Many local businesses, including Razzberry Lips 
and Pressed Juicery, took this opportunity to pro-
mote their services in the parade. Other highlights 
included a lineup of local Girl and Boy Scout troops, 
a group doing flying tricks on bicycle ramps, and the 
Tian Guo Marching Band, made up of practitioners 
of the Chinese spiritual practice Falun Dafa. Finally, 
a majestic line of beautiful Icelandic horses marked 
the end of the parade, along with an exuberant Santa 
in his bright red sleigh.

For a little extra surprise on parade day, 20-year 
old singer Jonah Marais from the boy band Why Don’t 
We made an appearance at the Los Gatos Café, taking 
pictures with several lucky fans who happened to 
be passing through.

The parade has been a traditional source of 
holiday spirit and fun for the town of Los Gatos. 
This year was no exception: according to sophomore 
Sydney Findlater, a tuba player in the Los Gatos 
High School Marching Band who participated in the 
parade, “[The parade] is a fun closer [to the march-
ing season] because, during the season, we mostly 
work on our field show, which is like six or seven 
minutes long, but in the parade, we learn the song 
and then we just get to kind of march and have fun 
with each other.”

Rain or shine, Los Gatos residents were eager to 
come together for a merry celebration of the coming 
holiday season.

by Esther Sun
World Editor

On Sat., Dec. 1, the Los Gatos-Saratoga Rec-
reation Center held its 62nd Annual Christmas 
Parade, complete with marching bands, flashy 
floats bedecked with Christmas decorations, and 
multitudes of smiling, waving participants. 

The heavy rain that poured on Los Gatos that 
morning did not deter the hundreds of local resi-
dents who crowded the sidewalks, each eager to get 
a good view and catch glimpses of their loved ones 
participating in the parade. Fortunately, the rain 
stopped by the middle of the parade and the sun 
came out from behind the clouds to give off warmth 
and light for the latter half.

The parade route started from Almendra Avenue 
at N. Santa Cruz Avenue, continued through down-
town Los Gatos, turned onto W. Main Street, and 
ended on Church Street, right next to Los Gatos 
High School.

The Los Gatos High School Marching Band and 
Color Guard were one of the first groups to appear, 
sporting Santa hats and leading the procession with 

NSSN lights up the night

DRUMROLL: The LGHS marching band led the procession.

Haiku Holiday Film Fair explores Japanese culture
by Cooper Bowen
News Editor

On Sat., Dec. 8, the second annual Haiku Holiday Film Fair took 
place in the LGHS theatre, hosted by the Japanese National Honor 
Society. The event included two films on Japanese-American culture 
and also offered an opportunity for LGHS students to sell handmade 
crafts and other goods.

The first film, titled Gambatte Kimashita: Japanese Flower Grow-
ers in the Salinas Valley, started at 12:30 PM. The half-hour film 
explored the culture and history behind the Japanese immigrants 

A 45 minute intermission between the two films allowed audience 
members to filter into the main hall, where LGHS student venders 
sat behind tables that displayed their goods. Among the items for 
sale were hand-bound books, origami, ceramic bowls and cups, 
holiday cards, and more.

The second film, Hafu, is a documentary about people who are 
half-Japanese and half another race – which the Japanese term 
“hafu” translates to – coming from the English word “half.” The 
hour-and-a-half long film explored how these people struggle to fit 
into Japanese society due to, according to senior Masaki Wada-Law, 
a “very homogenous” and long-isolated culture.

All ticket proceeds from the event were donated to both an 
American and a Japanese cause. This year, Japanese National Honor 
Society chose to donate to victims of the devastating wildfires that 
swept through California this November, as well as foster home 
programs and orphanages in Japan.who pioneered the flower industry in the Salinas Valley. Heavily 

intertwined with WWII and the effects of Japanese internment in the 
United States, the film offered a personal and widely unrecognized 
aspect of Japanese history in California. According to former LGHS 
Japanese teacher Ann Jordan, the film is “based on hours of oral 
history through a project that was initiated by the Salinas Valley 
Japanese-American Citizens League to document the stories of the 
post-war refugees from Japan.”

The film’s director, Eric Palmer, held a short Q&A session on video 
call with the help of Jordan after the film, as he was in Pacific Grove 
for a showing of his film in the Monarch Film Festival.

photos C. Bowen

BRINGING HOME THE BACON: Sophomore Camilla Williamson sells books.

SAY CHEESE: The Japanese National Honor Society hosted the cultural event.

Parade brings X-mas cheer
BURNING BRIGHT: California’s wildfires destroyed thousands of acres of forest.

courtesy public domain files

TOO CLOSE FOR COMFORT: Flames were visible from large metropolian areas.

E. Sun

Check out more pictures from 
the Haiku Holiday Film Fair by 
visiting the El Gato News website 
(at www.elgatonews.com) or by 

scanning the QR code here. 

courtesy  wikipedia


