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First dance follows first football game

by Lexi Kupor
Media Production Editor

This August brought about a season of fresh starts for LGHS; not 
only did the school welcome the class of 2022 and introduce the 
brand-new music and New Tech buildings, but the Wildcat Family is 
fortunate enough to have 13 new faculty members this year.

This summer, the LGHS Marching Band got to meet their new 
advisor Andrew Hill. After studying Music Education and Trombone 
Performance at San Jose State University, this Lake Tahoe native suc-
ceeded in fulfilling his high school dream of becoming a music teacher. 
He not only presides over the marching band, but the wind ensemble, 
symphonic band, jazz band, and orchestra as well. Hill explained that 
his own music education has helped him succeed “in other walks of 
life not just in school, but outside of school as well,” and he hopes to 
use these skills and passion to inspire his students at LGHS.

In addition to the music building, you can also find a new face 
around the language department. Kumi Kobayashi joins the LGHS 
staff as a Japanese teacher after 15 years of teaching at Lynbrook 
High School in San Jose. At her university in Japan, she took every 
opportunity she could to practice her English, whether by joining a 
club or participating in theater. She believes that “language really 
opens the door to meet people,” which is why she is so dedicated to 
igniting a love of Japanese in her students.

Next up, LGHS’ brand-new Guidance Counselor Rory McKee origi-
nally worked at a biomedical engineering company, but wasn’t satis-
fied with what he was doing. As he loves “connecting with people” 
and was also interested in education, McKee enrolled in a counseling 
program at San Jose State University. This year, McKee looks forward 
to getting to know the LGHS community. Along with being a Fresh-
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man Leadership Class Advisor, this new Wildcat is a huge sports fan, 
so keep an eye out for him at your next home game!

Bay Area native Marcos Cortez begins his 16th year of teaching 
as an English and Multimedia Journalism teacher here at Los Gatos. 
Cortez has always felt a calling to the job, and comes to Los Gatos with 
teaching experience not only at other schools around the area, but 
also aboard a ship at a program called Tall Ship Semester for Girls. He 
believes that “the stories we tell and the stories we listen to form who 
we are and shape our world,” and he looks forward to incorporating 
this belief into all of his classes this year. “When the students tell 
their stories, I’m gonna listen,” he added.

Joining these four faculty members are Kate Magary, Kasey Rice, 
Kristen Clouser, Joey Espinosa, Darlene Norman, Robert Komisar, 
Alon Kellar, John Allen, and Steve Chen for a total of thirteen new 
teachers at LGHS. Chen is now an official staff member after working 
as a student teacher last year. Be sure to welcome these new members 
of the Wildcat Family when you get the chance. With these inspiring, 
dedicated, and exciting new additions to LGHS, it looks like thirteen 
must be a lucky number after all.

New teachers join current LGHS staff

by Katherine Monsef
Graphics Designer

As a spirited way to begin the year, LGHS hosted its annual kickoff 
dance in the large gym on Friday, Aug. 31. This dance traditionally 
welcomes all of the incoming freshman while celebrating the “kickoff” 
of the football season. 

Varsity football dominated their game against Leigh 45 to 0. 
Promptly after the football game, the dance began, leading to a 
spectacular night of fun. Students got into the dance for a mere five 
dollars, which encouraged a large attendance. Freshman are typically 
the primary attendees, coming to the dance as a way to meet new 
people in their grade and become acquainted with the spirit of LGHS. 

Despite the large number of freshmen there, the dance welcomed 
all LGHS students. Many of the upperclassmen stopped by to demon-
strate their best dance moves and relax a little bit. In total, over 300 
students attended the dance that Friday. The leadership class hosts 
the dance every year to get people excited about fall and show off 
their Wildcat pride. 

As busy as they are, Leadership took the time to decorate the gym 
in a theme of orange and black. Balloons lined the entrance in alter-
nating orange and black colors. Like many others, sophomore Amelia 
Petroff appreciated the abundance of snacks Leadership provided 
throughout the night.

Senior Katrin Dimpflmaier led the organization of the kickoff 
dance, and she will continue to organize future dances as lead dance 
commissioner at LGHS. She said, “you have a vision for something 
and then it comes to life in a dance.” Dimpflmaier was especially glad 
that the football team won, as it put everyone in a great mood for 
dancing and celebrating.

In line with Leadership tradition, the seniors in the class served 
as the “freak police.” Their duty was to keep the dancing appropriate 
by spraying water guns at any questionable dance moves.

DJ Lolo from Joel Nelson Productions remixed music and provided 
strobe lights for some extra enthusiasm. Some of most notable songs 
the DJ played were Party in the U.S.A. by Miley Cyrus and I Like It 
by Cardi B. 

The kickoff dance remains such a spectacular fall tradition 
and a great way to start the new school year. Students value 
this night as a chance to listen to quality music alongside their 
friends. As senior Devon Schreiner explained, “the kickoff dance 
is always a really great way to welcome in the new school year.  
I always have a super fun time!”

PUT YOUR HANDS UP: LGHS students crowd under the lights on the dance floor.

STRIKE A POSE: The LGHS Dance Team performs at halftime during the game.

ROLL CATS: LGHS student Andres Dewerk tackles a Palo Alto ball carrier.

DANCE IT OUT: Students form a circle to watch their peers show their skills.

NICE TO MEET YOU: New staff Mr. Cortez and Mr. Hill pose in their classrooms.
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