
encourage anyone to report every break-in they experience, 
as many cases go unreported. 

The investigation began when the Fremont Police 
Department ran an undercover operation in December 2017. 
Investigators followed Carlos Paz to a storage container 
facility in San Jose. They watched as he revealed a storage 
container filled with over 900 stolen laptops, valued at over 
one million dollars. Later, officials managed to pull over a 
semi-truck traveling along Highway 880 with hundreds of 
devices destined for Southeast Asian black markets. 

More recently, on Jan. 25, law enforcement conducted 
a multi-location operation, serving a total of seven search 
warrants. As a result, authorities stopped two targets, 
traveling with 18 pieces of luggage, before they boarded a 
flight to Vietnam. They were able to recover over 300 stolen 
laptops and tablets in the airport as well as 700 more devices 
from other arrests that day. 

While the police already took many suspects into cus-
tody, the investigation is still ongoing and law enforcement 
is looking for any new information on the case. 
(Sources: SJ Mercury News, SFGate, Biz Journals, CBS SF 
Bay Area, Fox News, SF Weekly) 
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Eight arrested for smuggling
  

The average Los Gatan’s morning to-do list consists of waking up, grabbing a quick 
bite to eat, and rushing out the door, attempting to bypass the morning traffic. As 
parents leave for their jobs, streets quickly clog with cars, creating a stalemate. Luck-
ily, a solution to reduce the number of cars on the roads has finally arrived: a private 
school bus for students to ride to and from school. 

The city has tossed this idea around for a couple of months and in January, the 
Los Gatos Saratoga Union School district released a survey to parents with students 
in the district. Over 8,000 emails went out to parents whose children attend schools 
such as Van Meter, Daves Avenue, Blossom Hill, Raymond J. Fisher, and Los Gatos High 
School. The survey consisted of six brief questions asking whether families would use 
this service. Over 1,000 individuals submitted responses only a short time after The 
School Bus Feasibility Study team released the survey.

Starting a bus system may seem simple, but this plan requires many moving parts. A 
new bus system costs money, which means the providers of the transportation need to 
make the price reasonable for parents. Director of Parks and Public Works Matt Morley 
expressed: “We envision a cost-sharing element, and we plan to make a big play for 
Measure B transportation funds to help subsidize the service… Measure B is a competi-
tive program, but we’ve done a lot of work to obtain that funding.” An affordable price 
must be a selling point, otherwise parents will ignore the service and continue driving 
their children themselves. 

Another important factor to parents willing to subscribe to the service is making 
sure the buses come to their homes. Morley also mentioned to the Mercury News that 
the buses will travel to certain places. “We need to fill up the buses, so we’ll be target-
ing the service for neighborhoods with high concentrations of school-age children.” 
If these buses pick up students in full areas, a substantial number of cars will stay 
off the road. Morley claims that each bus on the road could remove up to 36 vehicles. 

Both Morley and Ying Smith, the Manager for Transportation and Mobility, want as 
many completed surveys as as possible. Smith encouragingly stated, “We really want to 
understand the parents’ needs, so everyone’s opinion counts whether they’ll be using 
the service or not.” The School Bus Feasibility Study team created the survey with 
intention of receiving truthful opinions from parents. Smith and Morley need construc-
tive criticism in order to proceed or stop the bus planning. If everything continues 
on the upward trend, Morley believes the first bus can start transporting children to 
school in Jan. 2019. 
(Sources: SJ Mercury News, Town of Los Gatos, LGUSD)  
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SF residential skyscraper tilts 
The Millennium Tower, located in the South District 

of San Francisco, is the tallest concrete residential build-
ing and the fourth tallest building in San Francisco. 
The building officially opened on Apr. 23, 2009. The 
Millenium Tower is 58 stories tall and encompasses 
365 residential units. The penthouses originally sold 
for millions of dollars, due to the optimal location and 
beautiful views. However, the building has recently been 
referred to as “The Sinking Building.”

In 2015, the public learned that the Millenium Tower 
was sinking and tilting. The building has sunk “17 
inches so far and [tilted] 14 inches to the northwest.” 
According to Jon Wertheim, engineers predict that the 
tower will continue to sink “1.5 to 2 inches a year.” 
The sinking and tilting of the building is due to an 
inadequate foundation.  Under the tower lies layers of 
rubble, debris, and sand. The issue is that the tower is 
only anchored 80 feet into dense sand. The Millenium 
Tower is not anchored into bedrock, which is essential 
for a building as heavy and tall as the residential struc-
ture. Without bedrock, “the structure will sink into less 
sturdy layers of sand and mud. And because it doesn’t 
sink or settle uniformly, you get tilting.”

Recently, construction crews have launched a nine 
million dollar exploratory drilling at The New Millenium 
Tower “to evaluate a planned fix for the sinking and tilting 
structure.” The project started at the beginning of January 
on Beale Street and crews expect it to take ten weeks. The 
project involves drilling holes ranging from 200 to 300 feet 
down into bedrock. The crew hopes the method will help 
stabilize the foundation of the tower. If the test results 
are favorable and the plan passes, “engineers [will] bore 
some 100 to 150 holes through the tower’s 10-foot-thick, 
steel reinforced concrete foundation.” 

This micropile strategy has proven to be successful in 
the past, particularly with the Mandalay Bay Resort in 
Las Vegas. Homeowners and engineers are hopeful that 
this strategy will successfully prevent further sinking and 
tilting. Crews estimate that stabilizing the foundation will 
cost roughly 150 million dollars. 
(Sources: CBS, NBC, 60 Minutes)

A mere city block from Alamo Square Park in San Francisco, police 
evacuated 16 people from the site of a natural gas leak on Tues., Feb. 6.

At 3:22 PM, a bystander picked up the scent of gas and alerted 

authorities, who swiftly responded by knocking on the doors of 12 
nearby buildings to notify people to clear the area. Kevin Banks, one 
of the evacuees, noted that “I was about 50 feet away, and I was like 
‘what’s that smell, what’s that sound?’” He went on to detail that a 
construction worker urged him to leave immediately; no one could 
return to their homes to retrieve any belongings or pets.

Pressurized gas spewed from a pipe four inches in diameter after 
a construction worker struck the line. His crew was on a job to install 
new street lights near the intersection of Scott and McAllister streets 
in the Fillmore District. The proximity of popular tourist destination 
the Painted Ladies, a row of picturesque Victorian homes, compounded 
the severity of this situation.

Lieutenant Jonathan Baxter of the San Francisco Fire Dept. 
explained that the two most prominent threats were those of toxic 
air inhalation and explosion. He cited nausea, fainting, and light-
headedness as possible side effects of breathing the natural gas. The 
evacuations primarily served to mitigate any risk of explosion with 
the airborne gas; Baxter said that “By leaving people in their houses, 
someone can turn on a stove, they can light a cigarette, they can turn 
on a car that’s in the affected area,” which could have ignited a flame 
in the presence of the gas.

As daylight began to fade, residents’ worry intensified as they 
hunted for a place to stay for the night. “If any of these residents need 
to stay out of the area longer term, we’ll take a look at that, whether 
it’s a temporary shelter or something else in the community,” said 
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Francis Zamora of the San Francisco Dept. of Emergency Management 
during the incident.

However, at around 4:30 PM, two hours after the initial alert, PG&E 
cinched the leak. At 4:45 PM, authorities lifted the evacuation order, 
dissolving the need for temporary shelters.

The PG&E crew stayed on-site for an additional six hours, tunneling 
to access the area in need of repair and then filling and patching the 
hole when they had finished.
(Sources: SFGate, NBC, Fox)

Over the past couple weeks, Bay Area law enforce-
ment teams connected thousands of car break-ins with 
an international smuggling ring. The thefts mostly con-
sisted of laptops, tablets, and other electronic devices 
taken from commercial shopping centers along the I-880 
corridor. The Fremont Police Department led the inves-
tigation and collaborated with the Santa Clara County 
District Attorney Unit, the South Bay REACT tech Crime 
team, and the US Department of Homeland Security. 

Fremont police arrested eight suspects with felony 
charges of stolen property and suspicion of conspiracy. 
The list of suspects includes San Francisco residents 
Carlos Paz, Marvin Paz, Rony Martinez, and Cinthia 
Martinez, and San Jose residents Huong Tran, Benjamin 
Pham, Hung On, and Luan Huynh. Officials believe 
Carlos Paz is the lead fence – a person who resells stolen 
goods – of the group. Police are currently holding him 
at the Elmwood Jail Facility in Milpitas without bail. 
Other group members are also being held in the same 
jail with no set bail. 

In total, the crime ring, comprised of validated street 
criminals and gang members, stole and trafficked about 
two million dollars of electronics. After collecting over 
2,000 devices, they shipped them to Vietnam to be sold 
on the black market. 

Although Bay Area law enforcement deals with 
thousands of car break-ins each year, the Fremont 
Police Department reported a 35 percent increase in 
these thefts in the past year. In 2017 in San Francisco 
alone, victims reported over 30,000 thefts. Authorities 

LET’S GO TO SCHOOL: Los Gatos Saratoga Union School District mulls over the prospect of a local school bus.

UNDER CONSTRUCTION: Workers try to remedy the slow sinking problem.

LEANING TOWER OF SAN FRAN: Millenium Tower has tilted 14 inches.

NO MORE TRAFFIC: Los Gatos High School may be one of the schools utilizing buses in an effort to reduce traffic.

SOMETHING SMELLS FUNNY: A gas leak occurs near the Alamo Square Park in San Francisco. ANYONE ELSE FEEL LIGHTHEADED?: A building located in the Fillmore District near the leak.

all photos courtesy wikimedia commons 

JUST CHILLIN: Fremont police car sits parked on the side of the road.


