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College hoops make a splash
by Matt White
Media Production Editor

Several teams are trying to make a final state-
ment as college basketball approaches the confer-
ence championships and the March Madness Tourna-
ment. This year’s college basketball season remains 
unique because there are few dominant teams. 
Villanova, Virginia, Michigan State, Purdue, and 
Xavier are the only teams that hold strong records.    

The Big 12 Conference remains strong as it has 
four teams ranked in the top 25. Texas Tech is the 
biggest surprise this year, as they are currently 
ranked seventh in the nation. The Red Raiders 
limit opponents to 62 points per game. The Kansas 
Jayhawks are not as dominant as previous years. 
Entering the season, the Jayhawks have won the 
past twelve Big 12 conference championships. How-
ever, the loss of Frank Mason and George Lucas make 
the Jayhawks vulnerable this year. The Oklahoma 
Sooners are struggling, too, as teams start to figure 
out how to guard sensational freshman Trae Young. 
Despite the team’s struggles, Young continues to be 
dominant with 30 points and 9.3 assists per game. 
Jevon Carter and Sagaba Konate of West Virginia 
have been struggling of late as they have lost 6 
of their last 9 games. However, the Mountaineers 
currently remain ranked 19 in the nation.   

The Big East, one of the top conferences in the 
nation, has both Villanova and Xavier ranked in the 
top 5. The Villanova Wildcats, who were just upset 
by St. John’s, remain one of the best teams in the 
country led by Mikal Bridges and Jalen Brunson. 
However, history states that the Wildcats struggle 
when they reach the March Madness Tournament. 
Xavier continues to surprise teams after its cinder-
ella run in the March Madness tournament last year. 
Trevon Bluiett and J.P. Macura combine for 34 points 
per game. The Musketeers are known for keeping 
opponents guessing on offense as Xavier’s defense 
includes a 1-3-1 zone, 2-3 zone, and man-to-man.  

by Nate White
Sports Editor

Baseball fans across the country continue to wait for orga-
nizations to adjust rosters and sign free agents. This offseason 
has been one of the most inactive seasons in years. The lack of 
changes raises suspicions for most fans, as some believe the team 
owners are colluding with each other. 

Many people wonder why owners want to conspire and possibly 
receive punishment from the MLB in the first place. It is simply 
an attempt by owners to avoid bidding wars between teams on 
players and keep their salaries low. Owners recognize the common 
dislike between each other in signing players to big contracts. 
Collectively, they refuse to battle over players and simply keep 
the money talks low.

Considering free agents have yet to sign with any teams, and as 
spring training rapidly approaches, roster changes seem inevitable. 
Major League Baseball reporter Ken Rosenthal informed viewers 
that agents are taking notes in order to prepare a complaint 
against team owners. 

by Eden Gibson 
World Editor

As the girls high school soccer season draws to a close, both the 
varsity and JV teams strive to heighten the athletic competition in 
their final few games. 

The varsity and JV girls battled the Homestead Mustangs on Jan. 
26, both securing solid shutouts. Varsity claimed an impressive 5-0 
victory over its opponent, while JV boasted a sturdy 3-0 win. Varsity 
scorers included sophomores Nicola Kaminski and Kelli Keady, 
as well as freshman Emily Nedom. Senior Sara Emami, juniors 
Annette Greenley and Loie Bonnet, and Nedom each contributed 
an assist as well. 

On Feb. 2, the Wildcats took to the field once again, this time 
facing three-time league champion Mountain View High School. The 
last time the two teams met, the varsity girls emerged with a disap-
pointing 3-1 loss. This month, the Wildcats took another defeat, but 
goals by sophomore Annie Dunn and Greenley narrowed the gap to 
a one-point margin for a final 2-3 result. The JV girls, whose match 
resulted in a 1-2 loss, also took a hard hit, yet the single defeat 
barely dented their nearly impeccable record. 

On Feb. 7, the varsity girls went head-to-head with the Saratoga 
Falcons, the Wildcats’ long-time athletic rivals. After a nerve-racking 

80 minutes of fierce competition, the game ended in a 1-1 draw. 
Greenley scored the lone goal that evening, securing the tie for her 
team. Meanwhile, the JV girls dominated their opponents, emerging 
victorious with yet another 3-0 win. 

With four wins, four losses, and two ties, the varsity girls maintain 
a strong third-place league ranking as of Feb. 10, hovering just below 
Palo Alto and Mountain View High School. JV, on the other hand, 
boasts an exemplary seven wins accompanied by a mere two losses, a 

record only the Palo Alto Vikings have surpassed. 
On Feb. 16, both teams will battle Santa Clara High School, mark-

ing the end of the regular high school soccer season. The last few 
games are pivotal for the varsity girls, who strive to qualify for the 
CCS playoffs for the second consecutive year. During the 2016-2017 
season, the Varsity girls advanced to the semi-final match of the 
CCS playoffs, where they suffered a devastating 1-3 loss in double 
overtime to Woodside High School. The ladies hope to return to the 
pitch this year with renewed optimism and tenacity, fostering a spirit 
of resilience after last year’s discouraging defeat.    
(Source: MaxPreps)

Nassar’s future behind bars

MLB collusion talks increase with many free agents

Girls soccer prepares for playoffs with multiple wins

by Sophie Kroesche
News Editor

Three decades since he started working for 
the USA Gymnastics national team, physician 
Larry Nassar faces anywhere from 40 to 125 years 
in prison for sexual assault. The sentencing on 
Mon., Jan. 5, came after a whirlwind of almost 200 
sexual abuse claims from young girls he treated 
during his career. In addition to the potential life 
sentence, Nassar already has a 60-year sentence in 
federal prison after pleading guilty to possession 
of child pornography in December of 2017. At 54 
years old, these punishments mean Nassar will be 
locked up for the rest of his life.

As a doctor for the Michigan State University 
gymnastics team and an official physician for USA 
Gymnastics, Nassar used his position of power 
to violate young girls’ bodies. His invasive, yet 
well-known ‘pelvic floor’ treatment was a cover 
for sexually assaulting young girls. Because Nassar 
claimed this violating treatment was medically-
based, girls who spoke up to coaches were silenced 
because of his status as a high-level sports doctor.

In 2014, gymnast Amanda Thomashow filed a 
complaint against Nassar while he was working at 
Michigan State, claiming he touched her in ways 
no doctor should. Michigan State prompted a Title 
IX investigation, but Nassar was free to continue 
practicing after apologizing and convincing the 
school the “treatment” was medically sound.

The Atlantic Coastal Conference only has one 
true dominant team this year: Virginia. Known 
for its defense holding opponents to 52 points 
per game, Virginia has beaten quality opponents 
in Duke, Clemson, North Carolina, and Rhode 
Island. Duke remains one of the top teams in the 
country led by Grayson Allen and Marvin Bagley. 
However, the team’s defense is contributing to its 
recent slump as it allows opponents to shoot 45 
percent from the three point line and score nearly 
90 points a game. Duke is known for playing man-
to-man defense, which is difficult with multiple 
freshman in the rotation. The 2-3 zone has worked 
well, but Coach Krzyzewski is uncomfortable 
running that for the entire game. The defending 
champions, North Carolina, have also struggled 
recently, despite beating Duke last week. The loss 
of Isaiah Hicks hurt the Tar Heels this year as 
they lack depth.  

Later, in 2015, Gabby Douglas, Aly Raisman, 
and McKayla Maroney, three of Team USA’s top 
gymnasts, confided in the organization of Nassar’s 
abuse, who in turn notified the FBI in July. While 
Nassar was blocked from treating USA gymnastics 
athletes, Michigan State still allowed him to work at 
the university, where he continued to assault young 
women. In September of 2016, over a year later, 
another wave of women spoke out against him, 
prompting over 50 more allegations and his initial 
arrest that November. Since then, Nassar’s victims’ 
testimonies have helped put him away for good, 
ending his career of invasive, violent malpractice.

TROUBLE: Michigan State allowed Nassar to continue working.
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SPRINT: J.D. Martinez and Eric Hosmer run the bases, looking for major contracts from teams.

There are enough great free agents yet to be signed that they alone 
could put together a playoff team. This list includes solid outfield hitters 

J.D. Martinez and Carlos González, both of whom continue 
to be strong hitters while providing their teams with solid 
defensive skill. Some infielders include Mike Moustakas, Eric 
Hosmer, Eduardo Núñez, and Brandon Phillips. Moustakas and 
Hosmer have been stars over the years for the Kansas City 
Royals, while Nunez has bounced around from team to team, 
bringing solid play wherever he has landed. Star pitcher Jake 
Arrieta and power hitter José Bautista are also still looking 
for long contracts from teams. This is especially surprising as 
these two have proven time and time again that they are stars 
who are able to make plays every game.

Next year, all-star homerun hitter Bryce Harper will become 
a free agent and possibly choose to explore free agency. The 
man is worth millions of dollars, and to bring him to another 
team would require a huge contract with guaranteed money. 
Since he is such a valuable player, it will be interesting to see 
if owners accept the expense of such a player and battle over 
him in bidding wars.      
(Sources: SB Nation, ESPN, Bleacher Report)

The BIG 10 contains several top teams includ-
ing Purdue, Michigan State, Ohio State, and 
Michigan. Purdue has been sensational this year 
led by the 7’2” center Isaac Haas and guards Carson 
and Vincent Edwards. Michigan State is playing 
much better and looking like a threat to win the 
National Championship with Miles Bridges averag-
ing 18 points a game. 

The Southern Eastern Conference looks a little 
different this year as the Kentucky Wildcats are 
struggling thus far and the Auburn Tigers are 
surprisingly one of the top teams in the country. 
The Tigers are led by guards Bryce Brown and 
Mustapha Heron.     
(Sources: CBS, ESPN) 

SMILE: The team poses for a picture after a solid victory against rival team Saratoga.

SHOOT: Duke guard goes up for the layup against Miami player.
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EFFORT: Keady chases after the ball trying to beat out the opposing Saratoga player.

SOLID: Many believe Purdue will win the National Championship.

At the Ingham and Eaton County courthouses 
in Michigan, Nassar heard from nearly 200 women 
who finally received a chance to share victim impact 
statements in court. Women and girls including 
Raisman, an Olympic gold medal gymnast, to 
children as young as 12 years old spoke in court. 

Additionally, after hearing two weeks’ worth 
of testimonies about Nassar’s history with girls, 
Randall Margraves, the father of three young vic-
tims, snapped while in the courtroom. Margreaves 
lunged at Nassar after asking the judge for one 
minute alone with him. Margraves apologized, but 
not after yelling harsh words at the criminal. Judge 
Janice Cunningham released the father and cleared 
him from contempt of court charges, “given the 
circumstances of the case.”

Ending Nassar’s long career as a predatory 
physician, Judge Rosemarie Aquilina delivered his 
sentence. Stating, “I’ve just signed your death war-
rant,” she effectively closed the case and stopped 
another sexual abuser from preying on young girls.
(Sources: Time, CNN, Washington Post, NY Times)

GOLD: Olympic gymnast Raisman shows off her form to take first.
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