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by Dana Cook
Editor-in-Chief

As the new year begins, the National Hockey League 
(NHL) continues to progress through its regular season. 
Having begun on Oct. 4, 2017, teams continue to face off 
for a chance to participate in the Stanley Cup playoffs, 
which will commence shortly after the season’s closing 
games on April 7. 

Currently in first place is the Tampa Bay Lightning. 
The team leads with 31 wins over 44 games; they hold 65 
points and reign with 159 goals scored, 16 goals ahead 
of Las Vegas. They also dominate the statistics in point 
percentage, goals per game, and power play percentage. 

NHL teams battle for playoffs

by Shannon Enriquez
Humor Editor

Girls varsity basketball entered their 2017-2018 season 
with changes on every aspect of the court. From a new 
coach to new teammates, it seemed as if the Lady Wildcats 
began their season with a blank slate.

With various changes on the team, girls basketball saw 
their first set of games as a learning experience and the 
chance to get to know each other on the court. After a 
tough series of games, the girls’ basketball team was ready 
to start their regular season games with a stronger, fresher 
mentality. The girls started league with a 3-1 record, beat-
ing Wilcox, Gunn, and Mountain View. Their “team efforts 
have paid off, seeing all the hard work [they] had put in, it 
was nice to finally see results” claimed senior captain Gina 
Gelphman after winning the close game against Mountain 
View. Girls’ basketball battled the Spartans the entire game, 
which ended up going into double overtime. Though a long 
and tenacious battle, the Lady Wildcats managed to beat 
the Spartans, making their 3-1 record, thanks to efforts 
made by sophomore Sabrina Belquist. Belquist assisted 
her team in the win by making numerous shots, putting 
Los Gatos ahead of the spartans.

The girls basketball team looks to continue their 
winning mentality throughout the rest of their season, 
especially with their game against Palo Alto during quad 
night, where all Los Gatos basketball teams play in one 
night. Palo Alto is seen as a major competitor to Los Gatos, 
standing in first place in league, while Los Gatos is in 
second. With their sights on first place, Los Gatos hopes 
that their resilience is enough to out play the Palo Alto 
Vikings. Senior captain Paige Fronczak acknowledges the 

College football concludes with dramatic bowl games
by Thomas Petroff
People Editor

The college football season concluded two weeks ago with a series 
of bowl games that will go down in history. With the new year just 
beginning, teams are already starting to pack their rosters for the 
2018 season. 

The most eventful of the final games was the NCAA College Football 
Championship between the number four ranked Alabama Crimson Tide 
and the number three ranked Georgia Bulldogs. In order to get to the 
Championship game, Alabama beat Clemson University 24-6, while 
Georgia defeated the University of Oklahoma 54-48 in overtime. In 
both cases of the semi-final games, the higher-ranked seed beat the 
lower-ranked seed. 

Georgia has not won a championship in nearly forty years, while 
Alabama has competed in nine championship titles, winning six. For 
these reasons, the championship game was especially tense as thou-
sands of fans came to the Mercedes Benz stadium in Atlanta, Georgia 

to watch the event. As for the game, Alabama struggled and was down 
13-0 by the end of the first half. Georgia kicker Rodrigo Blankenship 
scored two field goals in the first quarter and Mecole Hardman scored 
a rushing touchdown. Nick Saban, the coach for Alabama, made an 
incredibly bold move by taking out the experienced sophomore quar-
terback Jalen Hurts, replacing him with freshman Tua Tagovailoa at 
the start of the second half. 

Wide receiver Henry Ruggs III of Alabama caught a touchdown early 
into the second half. Georgia responded with another touchdown from 
Mecole Hardman, but Alabama began to counter once again. Scoring 
another field goal made the score 13-20 in favor of Georgia. However, 
wide receiver Calvin Ridley of Alabama scored a touchdown with a 
subsequent field goal, tying the game with under four minutes left 
in the fourth quarter. 

The game went into overtime, and the Bulldogs scored early again 
with Blankenship kicking a 51-yard field goal to make the game 23-20. 
However, wide receiver Devonta Smith scored the game-winning touch-
down with a deep pass from Tagovailoa which ended the game at 26-23. 

The game featured remarkable performances by both teams. While 
this championship game goes down in history, college teams are 
already in preparation for the upcoming 2018-2019 season.   
(Sources: NCAA, CBS Sports, SB Nation, Saturday Down South,  
Sec Country)

NBA playoffs approach
by Nate White
Sports Editor

Players in the NBA seem to believe the games have turned into professional fights, as 
there have been multiple physical disputes recently. Despite the violence, competition in 
the league remains strong as teams look to make a run at the rapidly approaching playoffs. 

The fights started with the Philadelphia 76er’s Ben Simmons and the Toronto Raptors’ 
Kyle Lowry arguing during a game until they signaled each other to meet in the parking 
lot after the refs ejected them. However, no further alterations occurred after the scuffle. 

Orlando Magic guard Arron Afflalo took a swing at Minnesota Timberwolves forward 
Nemanja Bjelica, but missed, ending the commotion. The biggest brawl occurred when 
the Houston Rockets traveled to Los Angeles to play the Clippers. The two teams were 
involved in a trade during the previous offseason, meaning many players were exchanged 
between the two. During the game, the level of physicality increased, and the game ended 
with very high tensions between the teams. Supposedly, star Chris Paul led a few Rockets 
players through a backdoor in the stadium in to the Clippers locker room calling for Black 
Griffin and Austin Rivers. Police were called, but nothing else occurred.

In the Eastern Conference, the Boston Celtics continue to surprise many and remain 
in first. After star forward Gordon Hayward broke his ankle in the first game, sidelining 
him for the rest of the season, many fans believed the Celtics would find less success. 
However, the defensive-oriented team led by Brad Stevens changed the doubters’ minds. 
Point guard Kyrie Irving looks to make a run at the MVP race, while second-year Jaylon 
Brown and possible Rookie of the Year Jayson Tatum support Irving on the offensive 
side of the court.

In second place lies the Toronto Raptors, led by star guards Kyle Lowry and Demar 
DeRozan. The duo dominate opposing backcourts, as forward Serge Ibaka and center 
Jonas Valanciunas maintain the paint. Many followers of the NBA place the Raptors over 
the Celtics  and Cavaliers as favorites to win the Eastern Conference. After the Raptors 
in third place is LeBron James and the Cleveland Cavaliers. The Cavaliers have struggled 
recently, and film shows problems within their defense. Star guard Isaiah Thomas recently 
returned to the squad from a hip injury as the team looks to turn things around. 

In the Western Conference, the Golden State Warriors only have nine losses on the year 
as they lead the league. With almost all returning players from last year’s championship 
team, along with the addition of sharp-shooter Nick Young and rookie Jordan Bell, the 
Dubs continue to secure wins. Star guard Stephen Curry just returned from an ankle injury 
as the Warriors look to keep up their high quality defense and unselfish offense. The rare 
seven-foot guard in Kevin Durant allows the Warriors to play small ball against teams who 
like to run out in fast break, as well as tough basketball against bigger, and slower teams. 

Following the Warriors is the Rockets, who are led by star guards James Harden and 
Chris Paul. The entire Rockets team is shooters and constant offensive threats from Eric 
Gordon to Ryan Anderson. Gerald Green’s stellar shooting provided a spark to the team, 
while forward Clint Capela remains a threat in the paint. 

After the Rockets ranks the San Antonio Spurs, who, despite the loss of Kawhi Leonard 
for almost the entire season, are still winning games. The selfless nature of this team 
and solid defense leaves them at the top of the standing every year behind head coach 
Gregg Popovich. 

Stay tuned to the NBA as teams look to pursue their playoff hopes.  
(Sources: ESPN, Bleacher Report)
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Girls basketball secures wins 
fact that “Palo Alto will be a tough competitor, being 
that they’re 4-0, but know[s] [girls basketball] will 
pull through.” Los Gatos came into quad night with 
much excitement, hoping their positive mentality will 
translate into their performance. Despite their efforts 
and enthusiasm to beat Palo Alto, Los Gatos fell short 
to the Vikings with a final score of 52-50.

With their rough preseason games behind them 
and an optimistic outlook on their upcoming regular 
season games, the lady Wildcats continue to strive to 
reach their goal of placing first in league. 

SKATE: Tampa Bay Lightning’s Anton Stralman stares down the puck.

Not far behind in second place sits the brand new 
Las Vegas expansion team, the Golden Knights. Despite 
having no players as of June 2017, the team is exceeding 
all expectations and is now home to the NHL’s second 
highest scoring offense. Key players to the Knight’s suc-
cess include Jonathan Marchessault, William Karlsson, 
and Reilly Smith. Marchessault proved himself as the 
team’s number one goal scorer early on, earning the team 
29 points in his first 29 games. 

CHEER: After a scored goal, sharks players celebrate with each other.

LOYALTY: Gerogia fans remain devoted to their school, filling every seat in the stadium.

SMILE: Captains Paige Fronczak and Gina Gelphman stare down opponets.

STARE: Clippers star forward Blake Griffin holds the ball and looks down the defense before deciding his next move.
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PUMPED: Filled with adrenalin, the Alabama players rush the field with many fans’ help.

The local San Jose Sharks currently stand in second 
place behind the Golden Knights in the Pacific Western 
Division. They have won 24 of their 43 games and earned 
54 points. Logan Couture scored 17 goals and has 15 
assists for this season alone, managing to rack up 32 
points for the team. However, he still comes second to 
Brent Burns in the team’s ratings, with 7 goals and 27 
assists, an additional 34 points for the team’s score. 
Goalkeeper Martin Jones continues to prove his excel-
lence in front of the net with only 72 allowed goals 
against a total of 830 offensive shots. 

When the playoffs begin in April, the top teams from 
both the Eastern and Western Conferences will compete 
for the 2018 Stanley Cup. The teams to keep tabs on 
as playoffs approach are the Tampa Bay Lightning and 
the Las Vegas Golden Knights. The teams played last 
Thursday in Tampa Bay, and despite a well-fought game, 
the Golden Knights prevailed with a score of 4-1. Across 
the board, both teams prove dedication to the game and 
continuous hard work on the ice.

With just a few months left until playoffs, the NHL 
teams will sharpen their skates and continue to work 
hard on the ice, hoping for a slot in the playoffs. Make 
sure to root for your favorite teams and follow the rest 
of the season.    
(Sources: NHL, USA Today)
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