
by Ryan Manseau
Sports Editor 

Freshman Saumon Tahmassebi has been given 
many titles, including future LGHS basketball star, 
master chef, and even aspiring Silicon Valley busi-
nessman. Tahmassebi has adjusted from eighth grade 
to freshman year smoother than most as he came 
into his own in his first week at LGHS.

Tahmassebi’s basketball career soaks up a lot of 
his time throughout the week as he not only plans 
on playing for LGHS this year, but also plays for 
his travel team, Top Flight Elite. When Tahmassebi 
isn’t signing autographs and avoiding paparazzi, he 
spends most of his free time working to become an 
even more dominant basketball player. Tahmassebi’s 
commitment to the game of basketball absorbs most 
of his free time on the weekends, as he stated: “Usu-
ally on the weekends, I either have a tournament 
or practice.” With LGHS basketball tryouts on the 
horizon, Tahmassebi’s commitment is more import-
ant than ever, as his dream of playing for the high 
school team will likely soon be a reality.

As Tahmassebi has adjusted to life as a high 
schooler, he has most recently added cooking to his 
arsenal of hobbies. Though this energetic freshman 
has enjoyed taking the cooking class that LGHS 
offers, he hasn’t let the confines of the classroom 
corral his passion to cook. Tahmassebi has recently 
taken the techniques that he learned in class and 
utilized them to cook for his family.

 Though Tahmassebi loves to cook both on the 
basketball court and in the kitchen, he has recog-
nized Honors Biology as his favorite class so far this 
year. Tahmassebi admitted that he has a passion 
for the “hands on” and “challenging” nature of the 
science class. 
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• Newton  
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In 10 years, Tahmassebi could be in a variety 
of places, perhaps taking his basketball talents to 
a professional level, whisking away somewhere on 
the cooking channel, or maybe even breaking a 
mental sweat in the biology lab, but surprisingly, 
he doesn’t see himself in any of those places. 
Tahmassebi’s goal is to obtain his bachelor’s 
degree from a UC school and eventually become a 
businessman. Tahmassebi’s confidence has helped 
guide him to where he is today, and that confi-
dence has clearly not faded, as he talks about his 
future. In his own words, Tahmassebi states, “I see 
myself being very successful.” 

No matter where he ends up, Tahmassebi’s 
philosophy that “there’s no reason to waste time 
of your life being sad” will most likely remain 
constant, as it is clear that he has lived his entire 
life to this point by those standards.

 

by Chloe Mendoza
Media Production Editor 

Out of the corner your eye, you see a gleaming head of blonde 
hair. This gleaming head is most likely surrounded by laughing 
friends, telling some sort of outlandish joke that brings joy to all 
who surround her. It’s senior Natasha Prince.

Prince, resident LGHS artist, student, and class clown, never 
answers questions the way others would expect. For example, upon 
asking her what it’s like to be one of the eldest out of eight siblings, 
she replies: “I hope to train them all into miniature versions of me.” 
If Prince’s plan to shape her siblings into her minions succeeds, 
they can certainly count on inspiring laughs in their future. Close 
friend senior Quinn Lewis describes Prince as “no doubt one of the 

funniest friends I’ve ever had and [someone who] always makes me 
laugh when I least expect it.”

Although it’s difficult to label the multifaceted Prince, the word 
“thrill-seeker” does come to mind. Behind her every move lies an 
exuberant intensity, turning even the most mundane activities into 
something more. When hearing reports of rainfall, Prince doesn’t curl 
into a ball and vow never to leave her house. She doesn’t even do 
what people who like the rain do, like enjoy a nice jump in a puddle 
or pull out her most patterned umbrella. She goes outside, lies down 
on the ground, and just lets the rain wash over her. When she’s not 
surrendering to precipitation, Prince is either sitting with her head 
out the window of a friend’s car blasting “All I Want For Christmas Is 
You” by Mariah Carey, following One Direction around each continent, 
or staying awake to ungodly hours to paint in her room. 

When you walk through the Class of 2018’s hallway for Spirit 
Week, you might have been particularly struck by a radiant Bob 
Marley painting or find a perfect replica of Bruce the Shark staring 
you down. That’s all Prince. Although she is not even in Leadership, 
Prince has created a visual masterpiece almost each year of her high 

school career that Leadership has showcased in the hallway. Prince 
justifies subjecting herself to such grueling hours of artistic work 
saying, “when I see other people standing at my work, thinking 
‘hot dang, that girl is a good artist,’ it just warms my soul.” 

Prince’s family members utilize this talent, although not for 
free; each member who requests a painting from Prince must grant 
her a commission fee. The brilliance of such art can be sourced 
back to Prince’s expansive life experiences, her favorite one of 
which being a lightning storm she witnessed in Switzerland. “It 
was freezing cold, and I kind of thought I might die, but it was 
still pretty bomb,” Prince recounts. The streaks of lightning she 
witnessed are not unlike Prince herself, zapping each person she  
meets with a memory of pure energy.

by Hayley Knowlton
People Editor

Most commonly found at home playing nine instruments, taking 
a nap in a hammock, or spending time with his eight animals, senior 
Jared Willebeek-LeMair is a man of many interests. Narrowing down 
his one main passion in life is an impossible task, as Willebeek-LeMair 
fills his life with abundant activities, people, and animals he loves.

Willebeek-LeMair spends most of his time practicing music, 
including guitar, bass, ukelele, otamatone, melodica, piano, mandolin, 
trombone, and saxophone. He reports that “music is all I do. That’s my 
life.” School introduced him to music in third grade, but his obsession 
with music truly began when he received a guitar for Christmas his 
freshman year. “After that, I kind of started going crazy with music,” 
Willebeek-LeMair states. He put his talent to use in the worship band 
at Calvary Church with his two friends, seniors Jeffrey Singer and 
Tyler Mead for six months, and he loved every second of it. Wille-
beek-LeMair describes music as one of his major passions, and it is a 
pivotal aspect of his daily life.

Willebeek-LeMair’s house is never empty, as it is not only home 
to his family, but also to his eight beloved pets. “It’s like Noah’s Arc 

at my house,” Willebeek-LeMair describes, explaining that he owns 
two frogs, two ferrets, two cats, and two dogs. He absolutely adores 
all his pets, and he can’t help but smile when he talks about his 
dogs, especially the younger of the two, Rosie. His love for animals 
shines as he describes each of his pets’ individual, unique, human-
like personalities. 

Time to decompress is Willebeek-LeMair’s favorite part of the day. 
He loves coming home and watching Netflix. He is outraged that 
the company is soon removing some of his favorite shows, includ-
ing Malcolm in the Middle and It’s Always Sunny in Philadelphia. 
Willebeek-LeMair describes the best part of his day as sleeping in 
the hammock set up in his forest of a backyard. Growing up in the 
mountains, Willebeek-LeMair learned to appreciate the peacefulness 
of time spent outdoors. He spends much of his time outside, whether 
he’s being active or just sitting and relaxing. In Willebeek-LeMair’s 
reflective words, being outside is “less confining [than inside]. When 
you’re outside, you can appreciate everything that’s just here nat-
urally. It’s not necessarily an accident, but it’s in a less controlled 
environment, so it’s amazing that it’s all still put together in a way 
that it’s so beautiful.” 

Among the most interesting aspects of Willebeek-LeMair is his 
outlook on life. He describes how one day he woke up and decided to 
change the way he lives his life. Living in a much kinder, positive way, 
Willebeek-LeMair explains that he is “just trying to be a wholesome 
influence on people and trying to make people feel appreciated. It’s 
going really well. I feel a lot better, actually.” Reflecting this newfound 
goal in his daily life, Willebeek-LeMair exudes passion and warmth 
speaking on the many aspects of life he loves most. 

Tahmassebi rules the basketball court
by Jamie Blough
Culture Editor 

Vacation is supposed to be a relaxing, judg-
ment-free break from the stressful grind of school. 
However, it’s impossible to feel happy and at ease 
when a plethora of Germans are pointing, laughing, 
and questioning your outfit choices on your way 
to the ice cream shop. Sophomore Caroline Morse 
experienced this embarrassment when she decided 
to take advantage of a break in her schedule this 
summer to head out into a small German town 
with her friends. She had 
been hard at work train-
ing and preparing for the 
Junior World Champion-
ships for vaulting and felt 
deserving of a visit into a 
small town nearby. Think-
ing nothing of it, she threw 
on leggings and a tank top. 
As she walked, she noticed 
strangers laughing, shoot-
ing her strange looks, and 
pointing. The residents of 
Germany were unfamiliar 
with her clothing choices, as the majority of them 
wore shorts or skirts over leggings. This is just one 
of the unusual and culturally diverse experiences 
Morse has encountered while pursuing her passion  
for vaulting.

Morse describes vaulting, which involves doing 
gymnastics and dance atop moving horses, as “very 
entertaining to be a part of and to watch. It puts 
you in a lot of different experiences that you can 
carry with you throughout your life.” She is most 
thankful for the relationships the sport has given 

MORSE AND HER HORSE RIDE TO VICTORY
her over the past ten years, saying, “I have some 
friends in Denmark and Austria and a lot of places 
around the world. It’s also really cool that I can 
bond with an animal. It’s different than having a 
dog or cat because I have to trust them to make 
sure they will take care of me when I’m doing 
stunts and things on top of them.” Trusting her 
horse is an integral part of what makes Morse an 
exceptional vaulter.

Morse’s family consists of her parents, older 
sister Kate, two dogs, and a horse. She considers 

her older sister her biggest 
role model because “she is 
very driven about what she 
wants to do with her life 
and she works super hard 
for everything she achieves.” 
Kate is currently a freshman 
at CU Boulder, which Morse 
says has been hard for her 
to get used to because of the 
strong bond she shares with 
her sister.

Morse spends the major-
ity of her free time hanging 

out with friends and family and binge-watching 
Grey’s Anatomy. Morse categorizes herself as empa-
thetic and devoted to her friends, but after having 
a conversation with this engaging sophomore, you 
will see a more extroverted side to her. 

Morse is still hoping to qualify for the next 
Junior Vaulting World Championships in 2019. 
Until then, stop by Garrod Stables to watch her 
compete in her next vaulting competition and 
showcase her many years of experience and pas-
sion for the sport. 

Prince leaves fellow students smiling and laughing
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