
ises set forth in this agreement, and not for any 
other reason.”

The court sentenced Salling to serve four to 
seven years in prison starting in March 2018, 

after striking a plea deal 
in December 2017. He 

also was required to 
pay a 50,000 dollar 
fine to each victim 
who filed a formal 

restitution request. 
However, official docu-

ments show that the US Attor-
ney’s office has requested that a US 

District Court judge dismiss the charges 
against Salling as a result of his passing. 

In order for the court to dismiss his case, 
the prosecutors need official documentation 
to legally prove Mark Salling passed away. 
Technically, since Salling is deceased, officials 

no longer require him to pay 
his fees, but the victims could 
still sue the actor’s estate in 
civil court.

Salling’s attorney Michael 
Proctor confirmed his death 
and said in a statement, 
“Mark was a gentle and loving 
person, a person of great cre-
ativity, who was doing best to 
atone for some serious mis-
takes and errors of judgment. 
He is survived by his mother 
and father, and his brother. 
The Salling family appreciates 
the support they have been 
receiving and asks for their 
privacy to be respected.” 
(Sources: CNN,Entertainment 
Weekly, CBS)

13El Gato • Thursday, February 15, 2018 • www.elgatonews.comCulture
New rappers bloom from soundcloud  
by Nate White
Sports Editor

Music continually develops through expanding genres, but also in 
the way artists make a name for themselves. Over the years rap 
music has attracted the attention of the public. This popularity 
can largely be due to modern rappers choosing to publish 
their own words on the app SoundCloud.

Founded by Alexander Ljung and Eric Wahl-
forss in 2007, SoundCloud allows users to 
upload their original music for listen-
ers around the world. For aspiring 
artists looking to become 
famous and make money 
in the music industry, 
taking advantage of 
SoundCloud’s plat-
form is the perfect 
route. Many previ-
ously undiscovered 
rappers have started 
using the app to dis-
seminate their tracks. As 
more listeners have begun using 
SoundCloud, these rappers have started to make names for themselves.

Lil Uzi Vert is one such pioneer on SoundCloud. At just 23 years 
old, Lil Uzi Vert has now signed with Atlantic Records, making himself 

by Sam Zukin
National Editor

The #MeToo movement continues to dominate 
headlines with many individuals discussing their 
own experiences with sexual misconduct in an 
attempt to help prevent future predatory behavior. 
In 2006, community organizer Taran Burke cre-
ated the movement to spread awareness of sexual 
abuse experienced by women of color, particularly 
in poverty-stricken areas. Actress Alyssa Milano 
helped spread the phrase in 2017 to raise awareness 
of sexual assault and harassment, and it quickly 
became popular. 

The movement has been prominent in Hollywood 
with numerous celebrities utilizing various award 
shows to address the continuation of sexual assault 
in the entertainment industry. Dylan Farrow accused 
her adoptive father Woody Allen of sexual abuse first 
in 2014 in an open letter in the New York Times. This 
year, Farrow recounted in an interview with CBS This 
Morning co-host Gayle King that when she was only 
seven years old Allen allegedly molested her. She 
discusses the often disturbing and uncomfortable 
stories of Allen, who allegedly got into bed with 
her occasionally, wearing just his underwear. Allen 
has denied these accusations, stating that “I did 
not molest Dylan. I loved her and hope one day she 
will grasp how she has been cheated out of having 
a loving father and exploited by [her] mother.”

Multiple stars who have worked with Woody 
Allen have recently donated their salaries to various 
organizations that help sexual assault survivors, 
including recent Oscar nominee Timothée Chalamet 
and actress Rebecca Hall. 

In the upcoming BAFTA Film Awards on Feb. 18, 
the British Film Industry is encouraging attendees 
to wear black to support the Time’s Up movement, 
another development to fight against sexual harass-
ment. Inspired by the movement in the US, a letter 
sponsored by the award show says that “With BAFTA 

by Bradley Adams
Public Relations Manager

On Jan. 30, former Glee actor Mark 
Salling commited suicide at only 35 years 
old. Authorities found his 
corpse in a riverbed near 
the Starwood Riding 
Club, and according 
to the coroner’s office, 
the cause of death 
was  asphyxia  by 
hanging. Salling was 
taking medication for 
depression and had 
previously attempted 
suicide in August of 
last year.

Sa l l ing ,  w ide ly 
known for his role as 
high school student 
Puck on the hit TV 
show Glee, was charged 
with and pleaded guilty 
to possession of child 
pornography prior to 
his suicide.

Authorities arrested 
him in Dec. 2015 and 
found over 50,000 
downloaded images and 
videos of child pornog-
raphy on his computer 
and another 4,000 in 
a flash drive on his 
computer. According 
to court documents, 
he stated “I am plead-
ing guilty because I am 
guilty and wish to take 
advantage of the prom-

being the first major film awards ceremony in 
Europe this year, we feel it is important to make 
a statement to show global solidarity and that 
the issue is not being forgotten, and to join 
hands with people across all industries who have 
experienced inequality and abuse.” 

At the 60th Annual Grammy Awards, nominees 
wore white to raise awareness of sexual assault. 
The show included a powerful performance by 
singer Kesha, who experienced sexual abuse at 
the hands of her former producer, Dr. Luke. 

The film industry has not been the only one 
caught up in sexual assault allegations, as USA 
Gymnastics national team doctor Larry Nassar 
sexually assaulted approximately 265 girls and 
women. It took over two decades of abuse for 
authorities to charge and convict Nassar for 
his actions, leaving many questioning why USA 
Gymnastics and Michigan State University let 
this happen for so long. Over 250 female victims 
gave powerful statements at his trial, including 
famous gymnasts such as two-time Olympic gold 
medalist Aly Raisman. 

On Feb. 5, Judge Janice Cunningham sen-
tenced Nassar to 40 to 125 years in prison for 
his crimes in Eaton County. This is his third sen-
tencing, as he also has been convicted of sexual 
assault in an adjacent county and for possessing 
child pornography. 

The movement has also been helping raising 
awareness in the fashion industry. Many well-
known designers opened up about the importance 
of the #MeToo and Time’s Up movements. Becca 
McCharen-Tran, the founder of the womenswear 
clothing line Chromat, said that the industry 
needed to hire more women and “weed out... 
abusers from the fashion industry.” Victoria Beck-
ham also talked about how she wants her designs 
to reflect the multifaceted nuances of femininity.
(Sources: CNN, BBC, NY Times, CBS, People)

by Jamie Blough
Cuture Editor

The 60th Annual Grammy Awards took 
place on Sun., Jan. 28, at Madison Square 
Garden in New York City. Late Late Show 
host James Corden hosted the event which 
featured performances by the notoriously 
expressive rapper Logic, ex-Broadway star 
Patti LuPone, Elton John, and more. The 
night proved to be a great success, as it 
celebrated outstanding performances, songs, 
and albums by various artists. 

At the event, many celebrities promoted the 
Time’s Up movement by pinning white roses to 
the seam or lapel of their custom-made ensembles. 
Celebrities such as Anna Kendrick, Nick Jonas, Cardi 
B, and Rita Ora sported the flower to advocate for 
sexual assault victims and to speak out in sup-
port of the movement, which raises money 
to help victims defend themselves against 
their assaulters in court. 

Best Pop Solo Performance nomi-
nee Kesha took a stance during her 
performance of Praying, a song that 
captures the personal effects of 
years of alleged sexual assault by producer Dr. Luke. While introduc-
ing Kesha’s performance, Janelle Monae spoke out for her, saying, 
“Artists, writers, assistants, publicists, CEOs, producers, engineers and 

women from all sectors of the business, we are also daughters, wives, 
mothers, sisters, and human beings. We come in peace, but we mean 
business, and to those who would dare try and silence us, we offer 
you two words: Time’s up.” 

Artists including Logic, Patti LuPone, Elton John and 
Miley Cyrus, and Ben Platt also staged 

noteworthy performances during the 
show. Logic sang the 2017 hit 1-800-
273-8255, which brings awareness 
to the National Suicide Prevention 
Hotline by staging a call from the 
perspective of someone who wants 
to commit suicide. Alongside him 
were both suicide survivors and fam-
ilies who have lost loved ones due to 
suicide. Patti LuPone made history 

with her iconic performance of Don’t 
Cry for Me, Argentina from the 1979 Tony 

Award-winning musical, Evita. 68-year-old 
LuPone showed off her powerful vocals while 

singing this ballad 39 years after opening 
the show as Eva, the lead female, on 
Broadway. Elton John surprised viewers 
by performing Tiny Dancer with female 
pop star Miley Cyrus.

 In addition to many great performances, this year’s Grammys 
celebrated and awarded artists for exceptional songs and videos. The 
Recording Company nominated Bruno Mars for six awards including 

Album of the Year, Song of the Year, and Record of the Year, all of which 
he won. Ed Sheeran won both Best Pop Vocal Album for his album 
entitled ÷ and Best Pop Solo Performance for Shape of You. Portugal. 
The Man won Best Pop Duo/Group Performance for their hit single, 
Feel It Still, and Kendrick Lamar won Best Rap Song for HUMBLE. 

For theater and visual media, Benj Pasek and Justin Paul won 
Best Musical Theater Album for Dear Evan Hansen, and La La Land 
won both Best Compilation Soundtrack and Best Score Soundtrack. 
Other noteworthy awards included Best New Artist, which Alessia Cara 
received, Best Rap Performance, which Kendrick Lamar received for 
LOYALTY., and Best Urban Contemporary Album, which The Weeknd 
received for Starboy.

Corden entertained viewers with his hilarious sketches featuring 
Hillary Clinton, Snoop Dogg, John Legend, and other famous figures. 
Different celebrities, including Cher, Snoop Dogg, and John Legend, 
made appearances by reading excerpts from Michael Wolff’s Fire and 
Fury, a novel that details the private behavior of US President Donald 
Trump. However, viewers were most surprised when Clinton gave an 
unexpected reading about the president’s irrational fear of being poi-
soned at the end of the sketch. Corden also kept the audience laughing 
when he showed a pre-screened “Subway Karaoke” in which he gave 
his classic “Carpool Karaoke” a New York twist by taking Shaggy and 
Bono underground to entertain riders who were not expecting the 
impromptu performance.  

The widespread support of the Time’s Up movement, charming host, 
moving performances, and unexpected wins were all a part of what 
made this year’s Grammy Awards unique and entertaining.
(Sources: Grammy, TooFab, Entertainment Weekly, Rolling Stone)

one of the world’s top rappers. His songs continue to dominate the 
charts, including one of his latest hits “The Way Life Goes.”

Another rapper with roots from SoundCloud is Lil Yachty. Lil 
Yachty gained popularity through original 

hits like “Minnesota” and has been fea-
tured on many songs with other rap-

pers. Yachty maintains a strong fan  
base, seeing as he went from 

uploading music on SoundCloud 
to making Sprite commercials 
with LeBron James.

Over the past year, teen-
age rapper Lil Pump 

from Florida estab-
lished his name as 
well. Pump throws 
together random 
beats with inter-
esting lyrics to 

create his iconic 
tracks. Teenagers 

connect with Pump 
and his unique music. Songs 

like “Gucci Gang” and “Youngest Flexer” have established him as a 
legitimate rapper instead of a crazed teenager who screams into the 
microphone. Pump’s best friend from Florida, Smokepurpp, has also 

made a name for himself in rap. The two have been friends for years 
and continue to remain close friends despite their fame. They create 
songs together, but Smokepurpp also released his album “Deadstar” 
containing popular songs “Phantom” and “Audi.” The two look to keep 
their crazy lifestyle and continue to produce music.

Florida rapper XXXTentacion also started his career on SoundCloud. 
X reveals a promising music career, but continues to get himself in 
legal trouble. His hit song “Look at Me” gained him plenty of fans 
along with the track “Jocelyn Flores,” which appeals to teenagers 
dealing with depression. X’s albums contain both sad and crazy songs, 
as the rapper reveals signs of severe depression in his lyrics. His fellow 
SoundCloud rapper and friend Trippie Redd produced “F*** Love” with 
X. The song succeeds as the two rappers continue making music that 
appeals to teenagers dealing with similar problems. 

Other rappers such as Ski Mask the Slump God, Lil Xanax and 
Famous Dex kicked off their careers through SoundCloud. Their music 
has attracted the attention of teenagers, which is evident in their 
ability to sell out shows everywhere they go. Groups such as Shoreline 
Mafia, and SOB X RBE have gained attention from teenagers as well, 
especially from fans in both groups home state of California. Many 
Shoreline Mafia songs begin with a recorded news report that claims 
the group is a bad influence. 

Make sure to check out SoundCloud, and explore different types 
of music. These rappers continue to produce their music on the app, 
making it an easy route to access their music.
(Sources: SoundCloud Story, Complex)
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