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Disney Channel produces show with LGBT character Apple releases the iPhone X

by Sami Linden
Graphics Designer

Disney Channel and producer Ryan Murphy 
are both bridging the gap between the LGBTQ+ 
community and television. 
While the Disney Channel 
will be tackling a storyline 
about a teenage charac-
ter coming out, Murphy’s  
new show will include five 
transgender actors cast as 
regular characters. 

The Disney Channel series 
“Andi Mack” kicked off its 
second season on Oct. 27 
by introducing its LGBTQ+ 
storyline. The show follows 
13-year-old main character Andi, 
played by Peyton Elizabeth Lee, and 
her group of close friends. Her friend Cyrus, 
played by Joshua Rush, comes to the realization 
that he may have romantic feelings for another 
male friend. The one hour premiere immediately 
explored Cyrus’ struggle to understand his new-
found emotions. 

This is the first time the Disney Channel has 
included homosexuality as a central part of a plot 
in television. While the company has incorporated 
gay characters in the past, their stories were not a 
crucial piece of the overall plot. However, Disney 
is breaking new ground with this show. Cyrus will 

by Bradley Adams
Editorial Editor

Apple has taken over a large chunk of newspa-
pers, blogs, and forums ever since its September 
Keynote event with the announcement of its new 
“pro phone,” the iPhone X.

On Oct. 27, Apple’s new iPhone became available 
and quickly sold out around the world online at 
apple.com in five minutes. Before the release 
of the device, blogs filled with informa-
tive strategies as to what was 
the fastest way to order the 
new iPhone because of the 
limited stock. Eager people 
stayed up until 12:00 AM 
when the device was released 
and selected what they wanted, 
quickly typing away their credit 
card numbers and personal information to receive 
the phone.

On the day of the release, hundreds of people 
lined up outside various Apple stores for the highly 
anticipated release of the new “revolutionary” 
phone. Social media blew up with photos of the 
lines at people’s local Apple Stores. Twitter user @
kayleedayo reported at 10:30 China Standard Time 
that easily 200-300 people were lined up at the 
Shinsaibashi Apple Store in Osaka. At one point, 
security guards prevented people from lining up any-
more as the lines were getting too long. Employees 
at the local Los Gatos Apple Store told many eager 

by Madeline Pollock
Opinion Editor

On Thursday, Oct. 5, actresses Rose McGowan and Ashley Judd 
publicly announced that film producer, Harvey Weinstein, had sexually 
harassed them on multiple occasions. McGowan and Judd’s statements 
have led to a ripple of hundreds of celebrities coming forward and 
reporting their sexual abuse experiences in the movie business. 

The actresses accused Weinstein of forcing women to massage 
him and engage in sexual activity in return for advances in their 
professional careers. Within hours of the first two allegations being 
publicized, Weinstein issued an apology acknowledging the pain and 
discomfort that he has caused and claimed that he was taking a leave 
of absence from The Weinstein Company. 

On Fri., Oct. 6, an overwhelming number of celebrities recog-
nized and praised the bravery of McGown and Judd. Charles Harder, 
Weinstein’s attorney, announced that his client was preparing to sue 
The New York Times for the publication “of false and defamatory 
statements.” On Oct. 7, Lisa Bloom, Weinstein’s lawyer, announced 
her resignation, claiming “Mr. Weinstein and his board are moving 
toward an agreement.” On Sun., Oct. 8, the board of The Weinstein 
Company fired the movie mogul “in light of new information about 
misconduct.” On Mon., Oct. 9, Romola Garai, a British actress, claimed 
when she auditioned for Weinstein at the age of 18, he answered 
the door to his hotel room solely in a bathrobe, causing her to feel 
“violated.” On Tues., Oct. 10, 13 more women accused Weinstein of 
sexual harassment, three of the women accusing him of rape. Actress 
Asia Argento and Lucia Stoller report that Weinstein sexually forced 
himself on them. The list continues to grow as actresses Angelina 
Jolie and Gwyneth Paltrow shared their experiences of harassment 
by Weinstein. Jolie claimed: “I had a bad experience with Harvey 

by Dana Cook
Editor-in-Chief

On Wed., Nov. 8, Nashville held the fifty-first 
annual Country Music Awards (CMAs). The event 
took place in the heart of the city at Bridgestone 
Arena. Brad Paisley and Carrie Underwood took the 
stage as co-hosts for the tenth consecutive year, 
entertaining the audience with quirky song paro-
dies such as “Before He Tweets” centered around 
President Trump’s Twitter habits. While poking fun 
at current events, the hosts also acknowledged 
recent tragedies and empathized with those 
affected. Paisley incorporated a moment of 
silence at the start of the show, follow-
ing his statement: “This show is for 
everyone who’s died and everyone 
who’s still healing.” 

Lady Antebellum, Keith Urban, 
Darius Rucker, and Eric Church 
opened the show with a medley of songs. During 
the final song of the opening performance, a large 
group of nominated country singers came onto the 
stage to emphasize the wholesome unity of the 
country music community and its fifty-first year 
celebrating amazing artists. 

As always, various celebrities presented the 
nominees and winners for each award. The first 
award of the night, Single of the Year, went to 
Keith Urban for “Blue Ain’t Your Color.” Taylor 
Swift won Song of the Year, the award that goes 
to the songwriter of the winning song, for “Better 
Man” sung by Little Big Town. Up and coming “Dirt 
on My Boots” singer Jon Pardi won the New Artist 

Weinstein in my youth, and as a result, chose never to work with him 
again and warn others when they did.” Paltrow claimed she was 22 
years old when the film producer placed his hands 
on her and suggested that they go to his bedroom 
for massages. Paltrow confided in her boyfriend at 
the time, Brad Pitt, who confronted Weinstein. The 
producer later warned Paltrow not to tell anyone 
about the situation. On Oct. 10, Weinstein’s wife, 
Georgina Chapman, announced she was divorcing 
the millionaire.  

On Oct. 11, The British Academy of Film and 
Television Arts suspended Weinstein’s membership 
and his honorary Commander of the Order of the 
British Empire award was withdrawn. Actress and 
model Cara Delevingne, stated that the movie mogul 
made sexual advances towards her as well. 

The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sci-
ences board expelled Weinstein nine days after the 
allegations began to come to light. On Sat., Oct. 15, 
British actress, Lysette Anthony alleged that she 
was raped in the 1980s, while other women claim 
that they were raped in 1992. The following day, the 
board of the Producers Guild of America terminated 
Weinstein’s membership, as more women continued 
to come forward. On Oct. 17, Game of Thrones star, Lena Headey, 
tweeted accusations of Weinstein sexually harassing her and demand-
ing her not to speak of their encounter. With the mass of allegations, 
the film director resigned from the board of The Weinstein Company. 

On Oct. 19, Lupita Nyong’o wrote in The New York Times that 
under false pretenses, Weinstein “led [her] into a bedroom - his bed-

continue to undergo his journey of “coming out” as 
the season progresses. 

The show will provide an example for teenagers 
experiencing similar issues to those of Andi and her 
friends. Disney released a statement explaining that 

they strive to create both accessible 
and relatable characters for all 

viewers. The premiere episode 
received millions of views and 
stands as the series’ second-most 

watched episode. 
In addition, Ryan Murphy, cre-

ator of Glee, Scream Queens, and 
American Horror Story, recently 
announced his new television show, 
Pose. The FX drama, set during the 

1980’s in New York City, will follow 
the LGBTQ+ social scenes and the lives 

of transgender women. Although Murphy 
only released information about the series a couple 
weeks ago, FX already set the pilot filming date for 
later this month. Murphy will be directing the pilot 
episode himself.

Pose will include the greatest number of trans-
gender actors cast as regular characters on a tele-
vision series. The five transgender actors are MJ 
Rodriguez, who plays the character Blanca; Indya 
Moore as Angel; Dominique Jackson as Elektra; Hailie 
Sahar as Lulu; and Angelica Ross as Candy. 
(Sources: Seventeen, Washington Post, Mercury 
News, NBC, Variety, USA Today) 

customers who had lined up for the phone that 
they had to make a reservation and return later 
so as not to overpopulate the store.

Unfortunately, not everyone had the patience 
to stay awake or wait in line for the phone and 
decided they were going to rob a UPS truck instead. 
On Wed. Nov. 1, three “husky” looking men broke 

into a UPS truck parked outside of the 
Stonestown Apple Store and stole over 

300 new phones.
According to the UPS truck 

driver, he locked the vehicle 
after parking it and went to a 

nearby Macy’s to make another 
delivery. While the truck driver 

was at Macy’s, the thieves broke into the 
truck, stole all 313 smartphones, and then took 
off in a white Dodge van. As the thieves broke 
into the truck, a janitor managed to snap a 
photo of the burglars in the act. UPS sent out 
live tracking maps to many of the customers 
receiving the new smartphone which may be 
how they located the truck and knew what 
was inside. Fortunately, the customers who had  
iPhones in the truck will still be receiving their 
device on time. Even though over 370,000 dollars 
worth of iPhone Xs were stolen, it probably won’t 
make a dent in their profit for the new phone as 
they are expected to make 84 billion dollars in 
sales this quarter.
(Sources: The Verge, BGR, MacRumors, CNET)

Celebrities speak out about personal experiences of sexual harassment
room – and announced that he wanted to give [her] a massage.” On 
Oct. 23, Zelda Perkins, Weinstein’s former assistant, claimed that she 

was paid 165,000 dollars to keep 
quiet after exposing Weinstein 
for sexual harassment. On Oct. 
24, actress Brit Marling, wrote of 
her experiences with the mogul in 
a hotel room. The following day, 
Mimi Haleyi, a former production 
worker, claimed that she was raped 
by Weinstein. Actress Dominique 
Huett also asserted Weinstein of 
rape and filed a negligence case 
against The Weinstein Company. 
On Oct. 26, Natassia Malthe, a Nor-
wegian actress, accused the film 
producer of raping her after the 
2008 Bafta awards ceremony. On 
Oct. 27, actress Annabella Sciorra, 
states that Weinstein forced him-
self on her in 1992 and raped her. 

According to Weinstein, he 
is currently in rehabilitation “to 
learn about [himself] and conquer 

[his] demons.” Nevertheless, Weinstein’s allegations of sexual assault 
are continuing to come to light, leaving over 82 women victimized.

The Weinstein victims have inspired others to come forward, 
casting the unglamorous side of Hollywood, proving that not only 
producers, but beloved actors and writers have stories to tell.   
(Sources: BBC, Mirror, People, The New York Times, CBS, Variety)

CMAs award country stars 

K. Monsef

of the Year award. Chris Stapleton won his second 
CMA award this year for Album of the Year for his 
latest album From a Room: Volume 1. 

Garth Brooks received the award for Entertainer 
of the Year, while Miranda Lambert and Chris Staple-
ton won Female and Male Vocalists of the Year, 
respectively. Brothers Osborne won Vocal Duo of the 
Year and Little Big Town won Vocal Group of the 
Year. Musician of the Year went to guitar player Mac 

McAnally and “Funny How Time 
Slips Away” by Glen Campbell 
with Willie Nelson received 
the award for Musical Event 

of the Year. Brothers 
Osborne won the 
final award, Music 
Video of the Year, 

for his single “It Ain’t 
My Fault.”

Many of the industry’s most popular perform-
ers such as Thomas Rhett, Luke Bryan, Miranda 
Lambert, Garth Brooks, Old Dominion, Brothers 
Osborne, and Tim McGraw alongside wife Faith 
Hill sang their hit songs at the event. Lucky Man 
Eddie joined Dierks Bentley and Rascal Flatts for 
the performance of “My Town” and Reba McEntire 
joined Kelsea Ballerini while she sang “Legends.” 
Switching genres, pop sensation P!nk performed 
her debut single “Barbies.”

Filled with comedic and musical entertainment, 
the night marked yet another successful CMA show 
for Paisley and Underwood as well as the rest of the 
country music community.

by Reegan McCluskey
Opinion Editor

For every culture around the world, fashion 
never remains constant. The fashion industry, as 
well as the music industry, are hard institutions to 
create a name in as a new aspiring artist 
or inventor. Mychael Knight was one 
young artist who had a difficult 
time trying jumpstart his career. 
Unfortunately, Mychael Knight 
passed away suddenly at the 
age of 39 due to medical prob-
lems. Mychael Knight loved his 
job and managed to leave his 
mark in the fashion world at a 
young age. 

Although born in Germany, 
Knight grew up and spent his 
childhood in Montgomery, AL, before his family 
moved to New York, where he graduated from Wash-
ingtonville High School in 1996. After high school, 
Knight traveled to Georgia for college. In 2001, he 
graduated from Georgia Southern University with 
a Bachelor of Science degree.

During college, Knight demonstrated an interest 
in fashion. After graduating from college, Knight 
began an internship in Atlanta with Wilbourn 
Exclusives. Though he always had an interest in 
fashion, this internship sparked his passion for 
design. Five years later, Knight submitted an 
application for Project Runway. This reality TV 
show allows selected individuals to partake in a 
competition of designing clothing. Contestants go 

through time-sensitive tasks to ultimately win 
$100,000 to launch their product line. 

In 2006, Knight received the opportunity to 
compete in Project Runway: All Star, the show’s 
third season. Knight placed fourth and received 
the Fan Favorite Award. Although he did not win 

the competition as he desired, he continued with 
his passion. Knight exploded with products, 
NBC news explained, “Knight launched Kitty 
& Dick, his lingerie label for men and women, 
and his unisex fragrance, MajK.” After his first 
few successful products, Knight appeared on 
Project Runway: All-Star Challenge. 

Over the last five years, Knight suffered 
from irritable bowel syndrome (IBS). This 
disease affects the large intestine and its 
ability to digest food. The Mayo Clinic’s 

research website states ”IBS is a chronic 
condition that you’ll need to manage long term. 
Only a small number of people with IBS have 
severe signs and symptoms.” People with this 
disease can treat their symptoms, but must be 
diligent. The Associated Press discussed a Face-
book post from Knight: “Knight had extensively 
shared his five-year struggles with irritable bowel 
syndrome, writing in now-deleted Facebook posts 
that he suffered chronic abdominal pain, a “leaky 
gut,” extreme fatigue and exhaustion.”  However, 
Knight’s struggle with IBS did not play a role in 
his untimely death, and his cause of death still 
remains undisclosed. His friends, family, and 
the fashion community will miss Knight and his 
creative personality. 
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