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Spelunking: Whether you’re an 
avid climber or just an occasional hiker 
with a penchant for adventure, caving 
is a perfect daytime activity for any 
non-claustrophobic athlete. Caving, also 
known as spelunking, consists of climb-
ing into non-commercialized caves and 
exploring their tunnels. While there 
aren’t many good caves in the Bay Area, 
the Santa Cruz mountains are home to 
a few beginner spelunk sites, as well 
as an advanced cave. These include the 
Porter Caves on UCSC property, an easy 
adventure   that suits all skill levels, and Hell’s Hole, an advanced cave nearby. 
Spelunking may seem like a daunting challenge, but with the right equipment, 
these small, subterranean playgrounds are sure to thrill all types of adventure 
seekers. – Sophie Kroesche, News Editor

The Sidekicks: The novel The Sidekicks, by Will Kostakis, follows the story of 
three boys whose paths rarely cross, but who find themselves suddenly connected 
by one event: the death of their best friend Isaac. They all grieve in their own 
way, but ultimately find true healing with each other. Kostakis writes of the 
human experience of grief in a simple, honest way that conveys the weight of 
loss: its ability to break down stereotypes and its power to bring together the 
most seemingly incompatible group of people. While this novel is a short read, it 
captures friendship, death, and what it means to live in the wake of devastation 
in just over 250 pages.-Tatum Jenkins, Humor Editor

Mandala Coloring: After a long and treacherous day at school consisting of 
a trig test that your pretty sure you failed and forgetting to pack your lunch, 
you want nothing more than to cozy up on the couch and escape from your 
stressful world. There is no better way of achieving this than by  pulling out your 
mandala coloring book. This coloring book is not your average childish coloring 
book. Featuring pages filled with varying sacred Hindu mandala symbols, this 
masterpiece will allow you to relax by putting your feelings to paper. Get ready 
for this socially acceptable adult coloring book to become your stress therapist. 
– Gabrielle Pollock, Culture Editor

Big Mouth: The Netflix production Big Mouth is a comedy series in which 
animated characters explore the adventures of puberty. The cast is made up of 
popular actors such as Nick Kroll, who portrays the hormone monster; Jason 
Mantzoukas, who portrays Jay; and Jessi Klein, who portrays Jessi. The show 
illustrates what real teenagers endure during puberty in disgusting and humor-
ous detail.  It also shows the similarities and differences between the minds of 
teenages boys and girls. Big Mouth is a ten episode comedy that is a laugh for 
all. – Matt White, Media Production

Riverdale:  Fan favorites Betty Cooper, Archie Andrews, Jughead Jones, and 
Veronica Lodge of the Archie comic book series make their television debut in the 
popular program Riverdale. Set in a small town with a retro ambiance, Riverdale 
possesses the suspenseful, binge-worthy aspects of a compelling mystery, while 
managing to intertwine stories of romance, betrayal, and secrecy. With season 1 
available on Netflix and season 2 airing on the CW Wednesdays at 8 PM, there’s 
no better time to get hooked on the adventures of these inquisitive, cunning, 
and unreasonably attractive high schoolers. – Jordan Evans, Editor-in-Chief

Silicon Valley: HBO’s “Silicon Valley” will not only leave you on the ground 
laughing, but will also provide a decently realistic view of the process of building a 

company in the Silicon Valley. Although the show has viewers 
all over the country, Los Gatos residents can especially 

appreciate the show as it takes 
place in the familiar environment 
of Palo Alto. In the show, main 
character Richard Hendricks 
starts up a promising company 
called “Pied Piper.”. Pied Piper 
provides a lot of decent laughs 
as it faces numerous obstacles 
in becoming a notable com-
pany in the SIlicon Valley. 

– Ryan Manseau, Sports Editor

Get the scoop on Black Friday savings 
by Madeline Pollock
Opinion Editor

For those dedicated deal seekers, shoppers, and couponers, 
the day after Thanksgiving is often regarded as a holiday. Yes, 
it is Black Friday: a day to run off all of your Thanksgiving cal-
ories while overstocking your closet and 
car with thrilling deals and great finds. 

Although Black Friday is not until 
Nov. 24, stores are already advertis-
ing and pre-releasing their deals. 

On Nov. 1, Amazon released a 
“Countdown to Black Friday,” offer-
ing limited deals every day leading 
up to the big sale. The discounts 
range from homegoods to clothing, food, toys, electronics, 
and Amazon products such as Kindle, Echo, and Amazon Fire 
Stick. The event encourages customers to continue checking 
the Amazon Black Friday page for new items, thus 
increasing their web traffic. 

Costco is already offering a plethora 
of markdowns such as a Vizio 40 inch 
1080p Smart Television for 249.99 
dollars, a two-pack Google Home for 
50 dollars, and a Sony PSA 1TB Console 
with a controller for 189.99 dollars. 
The wholesale store has also released 
some of their Black Friday only deals, 
including Dell XPS 15 4K Touchscreen Laptops and Microsoft 
Surface Pro Bundles.  

What to do over Thanksgiving Break
by Ashley Hagar
Center Editor

Thanksgiving break is next week, so if you currently 
have gaps in your schedule for the five days off of 
school, here are some ideas around the Bay Area 
to get you started. 

Turkey Trot: Downtown San Jose will 
host its fifteenth annual Turkey Trot on the 
morning of Thanksgiving, Nov. 23, at 8:30 
AM. This event includes a 5K walk and run, 
a 10K run, and a fun run for kids. There 
is also a costume contest for prizes like 
Apple AirPods and North Face gift cards. 
Participants may bring nonperishable foods 
to donate to local food banks. 

Macy’s Parade: New York City will hold its 
annual Thanksgiving Day Parade starting at 9 AM 
on Nov. 23. This three hour-long broadcast can be viewed on 
NBC. Fifty-foot balloons, floats, dancers, cheerleaders, clowns, 
marching bands, performance groups, and even celebrity 
performers fill the streets of New York City to kick off the 
holiday season at the world’s largest parade.

Football: If you’d rather watch sports than 
a parade, you have the chance to catch these 
three NFL football games on Thanksgiving Day. 
Starting at 9:30 AM, the Minnesota Vikings 
take on the Detroit Lions on Fox. At 1:30 PM, 
the Los Angeles Chargers play against the Dallas 
Cowboys on CBS. Lastly, the New York Giants play 
the Washington Redskins at 5:30 PM on NBC. If 
you aren’t one to sit inside watching NFL teams play, 
you can always go outside and have your own game in your 

Stranger Things returns to Netflix for season 2
by Sam Zukin
National Editor
Warning: Spoilers from Season 2 of Stranger Things follow. 

The pop culture phenomenon that revolutionized science fiction 
last year, Stranger Things premiered its second season on Netflix on 
Oct. 27 to over 15 million viewers by the end of its opening weekend. 
The series, which references the works of Stephen King and Steven 
Spielberg, went all out with its nostalgic elements from the 80s, 
including classic homages to Alien, E.T., and Ghost Busters. 

The second season starts off about a year after the Demogorgon 
abducted Will Byers from the small, quintessential town of 
Hawkins, IN, and took him to the Upside Down, an 
alternate dimension. Even after the sup-
posed defeat of the diabolical Dr. Brenner 
and Eleven’s disappearance, Byers still has 
a mysterious and sinister connection to 
the nominal “Shadow Monster” which 
lives in the other realm. 

The series adds a plethora of new 
characters to the mix, some of whom 
add spark while others seem out of place. 
Goonies alum Sean Astin plays lovable Bob 
Newby, a man who owns the local Radio Shack and dates Joyce Byers. 
Then comes Max Hargrove, a tomboy who acts to replace Eleven without 
the benefits of a fully fleshed out character. Her brother Billy seems 
to serve as a foil to fan favorite Steve Harrington and to implement 

some unneeded testosterone into the show. 
The telekinetic renegade Eleven survived last season’s events and 

now lives with gruff yet compassionate Police Chief Hopper, who 
keeps her hidden from government agencies. An intriguing aspect 
of her storyline involves her attempt to understand her 
origin, where she even reunites with her long-
lost mother. The infamous seventh episode 
then comes to screen, causing viewers to 
question the message it attempts to convey to 

audience members. Eleven 
reconnects with another 

former lab rat, Kali, or 
Eight, who also has psychic 
abilities, and Eight’s violent 
friends. Her storyline blurs as 
there is never a pertinent purpose for 
her friendship with Kali and the other 
misfits, except for the cliché epiphany 
that she needs to harness her anger to 

make her powers more effective. 
Steve undergoes fresh character develop-

ment after he breaks up with Nancy Wheeler, as he and Dustin form 
a close and authentic bond with each other. Steve even endearingly 
tells Dustin secrets of how he obtains his iconic locks. 

Barb finally receives justice even if the devoted fanbase seemed 
to force it after best friend Nancy and her new love interest Jonathan 

 The infamous Black Friday store, Walmart, has 
joined Amazon with “Opening Act” Holiday Specials, promising 
great deals leading up to Nov. 24. Their best pre-Black Friday 
Sales include the Samsung 55” Class FHD Smart LED TV for 

597.99 dollars and the Straight Talk 
Apple iPhone 6 32G Prepaid Smart-
phone for 199 dollars. Their Black 
Friday sales will be published on 
Nov. 9, at 12:00 AM.

Kohl’s 2017 Black Friday adver-
tisements were leaked, revealing 
to the public that their sale will 

start at 5:00 PM on Thanksgiving 
day and their online sales will start at 12:01 AM on Monday, 
Nov. 20. Additionally, their markdowns are centered around 
Kohl’s Cash, offering 15 dollars for every 50 dollars you spend. 

You can redeem the offer between Nov. 26 and Dec. 6. 
Some of the best Kohl’s Cash earning deals 

include Haier 55-Inch 4k Ultra HDTV for 
299.99 dollars and 90 dollars Kohl’s Cash, 
Apple Watch Series 3 for 329 dollars and 
90 Kohl’s Cash, LG 49-Inch 4K UHD HDR 
Smart LED TV for 399.99 dollars and 120 
dollars Kohl’s Cash.

Whether you are a compulsive shopper 
or deal-buster-hunter, the weeks leading 

up to Black Friday are full of amazing discounts. Therefore, 
you can save more room in your car for Black Friday. May the 
sales be with you.   

Byers go on their own elongated mission to expose the Hawkins Lab 
and its role in her death. She finally gets her long awaited funeral. 

Noah Schnapp’s performance as Will goes severely underappreci-
ated, as he shows sophistication when 

playing a possessed child. His 
multifaceted portrayal gives 
more depth to the character 
whom audiences did not get 
to see a lot during the first 
season. 

Even though the introduc-
tion of demadogs – adolescent 
versions of the original mon-

ster – seemed a little repetitive, 
they still were formidable adver-

saries for the gang. 
After Eleven reunites with her friends and gives Max the cold 

shoulder, she helps the team in a mesmerizing and powerful scene 
by closing the portal of the Upside Down.

The season ends at the Winter Ball where Nancy asks Dustin to 
dance in a truly heartfelt scene, and Mike and Eleven kiss again as 
the Shadow Monster threateningly looms over the middle school. 

Although the season lacks surprise and relies on storylines from its 
previous season, it is still an engaging and enthralling binge-worthy 
experience that makes viewers ask questions, such as what is Dr. Bren-
ner’s actual fate? And now there is a new character to mourn: RIP Bob. 

EGR: Spelunking & more

backyard against your friends and family.
 Black Friday: If you’re up for a challenge, the day 

after Thanksgiving is the day to get your holiday 
shopping done. Black Friday shopping is the 

day of extreme sales and lines for blocks 
down the road. Stores predict that this 

year’s top items for Black Friday will 
be video games, computers, exercise 
equipment, game consoles, and TVs. 
Most stores announced their sales 

and the times at which their doors will 
open at least a week ago. Some will open 

as early as 5 PM on Thanksgiving day, 
while others wait until 12 AM on Friday.

 Get Ahead: Are you already getting 
ready for the next holiday even though you 
still have a week before Thanksgiving? If so, 

get ready for some Christmas events that are 
just around the corner. For starters, instead of going Black 

Friday shopping, try getting your Christmas tree the 
day after Thanksgiving for the best deals 

and highest quality. If it’s too soon 
for a tree in your house, prepare 
yourself for what is to come in 
the next few weeks. Downtown 
Los Gatos will have its annual 
tree lighting ceremony on Dec. 
1. Fantasy of Lights in Vasona will 
open on Dec.5 and run until Dec. 

30 from 6 PM to 10 PM. 
(Sources: Mercury News, SV Turkey Trot, NBC, Bleacher 

Report, Black Friday, Deal News, Los Gatos Community)
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