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Italian mafia boss captured 
by John Field 
Editorial Editor
     After 23 years on the run, authorities captured 
Italian mafia boss Rocco Morabito in Uruguay 
early in September. Since 1994, the member of the 
Ndrangheta gang had been running from authori-
ties; assigned Interpol’s highest priority arrest 
warrant, a red notice, in 1995. Discovered in 1994 
after police noticed him paying the equivalent of 
eight million dollars to transport cocaine to Italy, 
he fled. The Italian Interior Ministry had placed him 
on the list of five most-wanted organized criminals.
       Morabito’s capture is another success for Italian 
police; after they captured two other Ndrangheta 
mafia bosses in a hidden bunker in 2016, the two 
members had been active in the mafia during their 
time hiding. One had been a fugitive since 1998, 
and the other since 2006.
      As a prominent member of the mafia, Morabito 
organized cocaine transfers in Italy and distribu-
tion in Milan, earning him the nickname “the 
cocaine king of Milan.” He was responsible for 
smuggling hundreds of kilos of cocaine from Brazil 
to Italy. After his escape in 1994, he was sentenced 
to 30 years in prison for drug trafficking and 

CAUGHT RED HANDED: The Italian mob boss finally arrested by in Montevideo, Uruguay on supscion of drug trafficking and other crimes.

organized crime.
      Morabito moved to Uruguay around 2001 using 
forged Brazilian papers and a fake birth certificate 
under the name Francisco Capeletto. He settled in 
a villa in the Punta del Este resort in Uruguay with 
his wife. Authorities captured him in Montevideo, 
Uruguay, after he attempted to register his daughter 
in school with his real name. Italian authorities  
confirmed his fingerprints.
    Morabito is currently held in Uruguay on the 
charges of identification forgery for three months, 
but he is expected to be extradited to Italy soon 
where his 30 year sentence will be delivered. His 
lawyer, however, claims that he has participated 
in no crimes since 1994 and has lived a completely 
normal life.
     Upon searching his property, Uruguayan authori-
ties discovered 12 bank cards, both credit and debit, 
13 mobile phones, a 9mm pistol, a fraudulent Portu-
guese passport, 50,000 US dollars in cash, 100,000 US 
dollars in certificates, a large quantity of Uruguayan 
money, and 150 passport-sized photos of Morabito 
dressed in various disguises. His 2015 Mercedes was 
seized as well.
(Sources: BBC, CNN, The Independent, NY Daily)

by Thomas Petroff
People Editor
   The immigration problem in Europe has become 
much worse over the years as a significant 
number of individuals have entered the conti-
nent. Though the reasons behind immigration-
may be different from one another, such as refu-
gees escaping persecution or individuals coming 
in search of work, this crisis is still problematic 
due to the rapidly growing European population. 
      Recently, there have been a significant number 
of migrants coming into Europe from Iran and Iraq 
across the Black Sea. Originally, the migrants fled 
into Turkey and then came across the Black Sea 
to arrive in Midia, a city off the eastern coast of 
Romania in southeastern Europe. Investigators 
believe that more than 150 people were part of 
this one movement on Tuesday, Sept. 13, 2017. 
However, officials in the European Union have 
come to believe that nearly 470 migrants have come 
into Europe over the last month for very similar 
reasons. Most refugees from the past have come 
to Europe to escape the conflicts in Syria, as well 
as in Afghanistan and Iraq. However, investigators 
are still surveying where exactly these migrants 
came from. 
    Gabriela Leu, a representative for the UNHCR 
,United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, 
office in Romania mentions the severity of the issue 
and states how “Sea crossings are dangerous and 
the fact that people are putting children on these 
boats shows they have to be very desperate.” People 
throughout Europe are still managing this refugee 
immigration crisis and are working out better 
solutions to the current problem. Leu additionally 

states how “People need more safe ways to get to 
Europe and because they don’t have legal means 
they have to find new routes.”
    Reports from 2015 additionally detail the danger 
in immigrating to Europe for many of these refu-
gees. According to the IOM (International Organi-
zation for Migration), more than 3,770 migrants 
were found to have died in their attempts to come 
across the Mediterranean Sea. Authorities believe 
that a main cause for death is the over-populated 
ships, causing more upheaval.
    This immigration crisis is extremely controver-
sial for the people of Europe as they try to find 
an effective strategy to support both their own 
people as well refugees. However, there is definitely 
a significant amount of foreign peoples worldwide 
entering the continent of Europe which is the most 
current conflict. 
(Sources: BBC News, European News)

Immigration issue afflicts EU

A NEW WAVE: Syrian and Iraqi refugees arrive to Europe by boat.

Muslims slain in Myanmar over growing religious tensions 
by Cole van Miltenburg 
Editor-in-Chief 
    Beginning on Aug. 25, Rohingya Muslim insurgents directed attacks 
towards the Myanmar government in response to ongoing ethnic 
persecution. Violence between the government and Rohingyas has 
resulted in over 313,000 members of the minority population fleeing 
from Myanmar to the neighboring country of Bangladesh.
    The government blames Rohingya terrorist activity for the begin-
ning of the violence, claiming that Rohingya militants killed twelve 
security officers on the border of the Rakhine province in late August. 
Following this attack, the government began a military operation 
against the Rohingya. 
    According to the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Raad 
Al Hussein, within the past several weeks the UN has received “multiple 
reports and satellite imagery of security forces and local militia burning 
Rohingya villages, and consistent accounts of extrajudicial killings, 
including shooting fleeing civilians.” In his statement to the public, 
Zeid said: “I call on the government to end its current cruel military 
operation, with accountability for all violations that have occurred and 
to reverse the pattern of severe and widespread discrimination against 
the Rohingya population.” He even went so far as to label the persecu-
tion against Rohingyas as “a textbook example of ethnic cleansing.”
      Rohingya in Myanmar have a long history of persecution; hundreds 

of thousands fled to Bangladesh after past conflicts with the govern-
ment in the Rakhine province. A main reason for this conflict is due 
to religious differences. Myanmar is primarily Buddhist, whereas the 
Rohingya are Muslim. Islam is also predominant in Bangladesh, and 
therefore the Myanmar government considers Rohingya to be Bangla-
deshi. However, Bangladesh does not willingly accept the identity of 
Rohingyas as Bangladeshi and considers them from Myanmar instead.
      In this most recent conflict 
it is estimated that one-third 
of Myanmar’s Rohingya popula-
tion have fled so far, and that 
the military has killed over 
1,000 members of the group. 
Militias have been accused of 
burning Rohingya villages and 
telling civilians to either leave 
or face death. The Rohingya 
also live in fear of the Bud-
dhists in Myanmar, who tend to 
disprove of their Muslim faith 
and have occasionally ignited 
mobs against the minority 

group in the past.
      As of now, aid resources in Bangladesh are running low due to the 
massive amounts of Rohingyas crossing into the country. Rohingya 
militants declared a unilateral ceasefire on Sep. 10 to allow aid groups 
to enter the Rakhine province, but the Myanmar government rejected 
this and refuses to compromise.
(Sources: CNN, BBC, ABC News, SF Chronicle)

SURVIVORS: The Rohingya Muslims face heavy persecution by the government in Myanmar and many are fleeing to nieghboring countries. 

North Korea tests H-bomb
by Henry Lamb
News Editor 
   Tensions with North Korea rose to new heights 
on Sun. Sept. 3, when the regime tested its most 
powerful bomb yet. The bomb was the country’s 
first hydrogen bomb. The test marks the sixth 
nuclear bomb test since 2006. The 2006 nuclear 
bomb detonated with a force equal to one kiloton 
of TNT, but the recent test achieved a blast equal 
to 160 kilotons. The explosion caused a 6.3 earth-
quake on the Richter Scale.
    The recent test is just another milestone in the 
rapidly escalating standoff between Kim Jong-un, 
North Korea’s leader, and the US. North Korea has 
also administered multiple successful missile test 
launches, including one that flew over Japan. 
Experts recently conceded that the missiles could 
potentially strike the US and some of its major 
cities. Kim Jong-un appears determined to continue 

NUCLEAR KOREA: The country shows fierce nuclear weaponry.

increasing tensions as his nuclear progress shows 
no sign of slowing.
     President Trump responded to the test with a 
series of tweets, singling out South Korea and China 
for its lack of action. “South Korea is finding, as I 
have told them, that their talk of appeasement with 
North Korea will not work, they only understand 
one thing!” one of the tweets read. The tweet added 
tension between South Korea and the US, a usually 
amiable relationship. Trumps sentiments come at 
a time of frustration as the White House attempts 
to find a way to handle the North Korean issue. 
The reflex response to the mounting tensions with 
North Korea from the White House typically have 
been stern warnings, with Trump’s now famous 
“fire and fury” remark.
    The situation poses a unique challenge for the 
U.S. as it attempts to negotiate with Kim Jung-
un over the seemingly non-negotiable nuclear 
program. While the White House is quick to issue 
threats to the country as North Korea continues 
with nuclear tests, it still searches for the best, 
most peaceful option.
    One of these options includes China, a powerful 
neighbor of North Korea. So far China has not taken 
action against North Korea despite urges from the 
US to administer tough sanctions. China finds itself 
in a tough predicament; on one hand, it fears a 
nuclear war on its border, and on the other it faces 
the possibility of contributing to the downfall of 
the North Korean regime, thus allowing the US 
the opportunity to have a much more powerful 
presence in the Korean peninsula.
    Meanwhile, the U.N. Security Council will 
consider new, even tougher sanctions with North 
Korea in hopes that the sanctions will discourage 
further testing. 
(Sources: CNN, NY Times, Washington Post)

by Katherine Monsef
Graphics Designer
    While Hurricane Harvey devastated the south-
eastern United States, the countries of Bangla-
desh, India, and Nepal also battled a hurricane 
on their southeast coasts. 
  In Bangladesh, Hurricane Mora just killed over 
100 people and submerged the homes of about 
six million people. With winds ranging from 65 
to 75 miles an hour, Hurricane Mora is an official 
“severe cyclonic storm.” The tides even rose nearly 
five feet above their normal levels, and visibility 
was only a few yards in the midst of some of the 
storm. The whole country is currently dealing with 
this enormous surge of water. 
   In rural Bangladesh, the locals created makeshift 
rafts and rode elephants to travel through the 
water. The rafts composed of collected bamboo 
and banana leaves were used transport people. 
The elephants were also used to rescue tourists 
and residents while they were trapped. 
   In the Himalayan foothills, the excessive 
quantities of rain caused hazardous flooding and 
mudslides to anyone near the inclines. This region, 
especially in the Bay of Bengal, has a history 
of receiving the most dangerous cyclones ever 
recorded in history. 
     Many of the villagers found their mud or clay 
homes completely ruined by the water. Their small 
farms, which are their only source of food in some 
cases, were also washed away. People now live 
homeless under plastic tarps.
    Typically, the summer and early fall are prone 
to monsoons in southeast Asia, yet this particular 
season has led to more life-threatening storms. 
Villagers in these countries are short on resources 
because of the heavy rainfall. Many have gone 
without food and water for long periods of time 

due to their inability to farm the flooded land. The 
total number of citizens impacted by the effects 
of the heavy monsoons is over 41 million people. 
    As a result of the monsoons, people have lost jobs, 
school is cancelled for the time being, and death 
rates are increasing. Most hospitals and airports 
are fully flooded, and thousands of homes were 
washed away or submerged. There have been nearly 
one thousand total deaths between the three most 
affected countries. 
    Thankfully for many families, India’s Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has pledged assistance once 
the monsoon season ends. He promises millions of 
citizens that insurance company assessors will be 
present after the end of the monsoon season for 
those in need. According to villagers in Bangladesh, 
“[they are] used to flooding, but [they’ve] never 
seen anything like this in [their] lives.” Mostly, 
families with nothing left hope for the rain to stop 
and their lives to start drying out. 
(Sources: Weather, New York Times, Telegraph, Vox)

Monsoons hit southeast Asia

DRIP DRIP DRIP: Monsoon rains leave destruction their path. 
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