
by Sophie Kroesche
News Editor

Colombia, a nation rife with internal conflicts, 
saw the deaths of nearly twenty people on two 
separate occasions last week. On Mon., Jan. 15, 
Chirijara Bridge collapsed, and the very next day a 
Colombian army helicopter crashed near Segovia.

A lush, vibrant green gorge is quite an unex-
pected place to discover a fallen bridge on a Monday 
commute. On Jan. 15, a vital bridge near one of the 
main roads from Villavicencio to Bogotá, Colombia’s 
capital, collapsed while under construction. No 
passengers were driving on the cable bridge during 
the time it gave way; however, nine construction 
workers immediately fell 900 feet to their deaths. 
A tenth victim dfid not die from a fall, but later 
passed away from injuries sustained from the event. 
Luis Alvarado, one of the workers, commented: 
“Everyone started shouting that the bridge was 
falling, I didn’t have time to do anything and then 
I felt a blow to my head.” Fortunately, he is one of 
the many who survived the incident.

According to Colombian Civil Defense, “The vic-
tims are construction workers who were working on 
the project’s drainage,” Authorities are conducting 
search and rescue ventures into the surrounding 
areas to look for any other missing persons. 

The 1,500-foot-long bridge was part of a plan 
to create a faster road to the capital from nearby 
cities. As one of 42 planned bridges and 18 planned 
tunnels, the Chirijara bridge collapse was a devas-
tating tragedy. 

The following day, ten more people died after a 
Colombian army helicopter crashed in the northern 
province of Antioquia, close to the city of Segovia. 
The vehicle, a Russian-made MI-17, departed from 
Caucasia on the morning of Jan. 16 and crashed a 
mere 150 kilometers away. Everyone on the heli-
copter died in the crash, including eight military 
personnel and two civilians.
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Disasters harrow ColombiaBurglars invade Ritz Hotel
by Madeline King
Sports Editor

Police have recovered over 4.8 million dol-
lars worth of jewelry that five men stole from 
a boutique at the Ritz Hotel in Paris, according 
to several news sources. Officials arrested three 
men while two others remain on the run. The 
criminals shattered a window with axes at a 
jewelry shop at the esteemed hotel on Jan. 10 at 
approximately 6:00 PM local time. The thieves 
smashed display cases to steal the precious 
jewelry and forced guests to take cover after 
firing several rounds.

According to Jean-Michel Huguet of Alliance 
Police Nationale, three suspects “entered by the 
service entrance, smashed the jewelry stands, 
grabbed jewels that were clearly expensive with 
the help of axes.” According to a police official, 
the burglars threw bags of merchandise out of a 
window to at least two additional accomplices 
before police blocked the three from exiting and 
arrested them. The two outside fled separately, 
one on a motorcycle and one in a car. The cyclist 
reportedly dropped a bag containing jewels and 
axes after hitting a pedestrian, who was slightly 
injured. The police have not apprehended  
either of the perpetrators at this time.

The suspects targeted a shopping area at the 
Ritz Hotel located near the rear entrance, where 
several high-end boutiques and 95 display cases 
sell luxury items such as jewelry, watches, and 
clothing. The stolen merchandise was estimated 
to be worth more than 4 million euros.

A police official told the Washington Post 
that some of the thieves possessed firearms. 
Witness Niki Lazar told CNN that a masked 
man entered the Ritz’s Hemingway Bar with 

by Jordan Evans
Editor-in-Chief

Deep in the South Pacific, between Australia and Chile, the Pit-
cairn Islands reside complacently, disturbed by only minimal human 
influence. Four different islands – Pitcairn, Henderson, Ducie, and       
Oeno – comprise the British Overseas Territory, yet only Pitcairn 
houses any sort of civilization in its sole village of Adamstown, which 
is currently home to the island’s 50 permanent residents.

The reason for the territory’s miniscule population derives from 
its extremely remote location. To put such a grand scale as the Pacific 
Ocean into perspective, consider Point Nemo, the place on Earth fur-
thest from any patch of land. Ducie Island lies over 1,000 miles north 
of the Point, still stranded in vastness of the ocean.

To reach these islands requires much advance planning. While 
visitors are welcome to swing by on their own yachts, those who 
cannot provide their own transportation must hitch a ride on the 
MV Claymore II cargo ship. That in and of itself demands a particular 
schedule, as the ship only makes four round-trip journeys per year 
from Tauranga, New Zealand, to deliver supplies and eight round-trip 
passages from Mangareva, French Polynesia, to cart tourists to and 
from the nearest airport.

Pitcairn’s original settlers remain unknown, but crude idols and 
carvings on the island indicate an early, yet now extinct, Polynesian 

HOTEL HEIST: Robbers stole millions in jewels from the Ritz. 
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an ax in his hand. She reported hearing “at least 
10 rounds of gunfire” ring out as she and other 
guests hid behind a bar, and later saw paramedics 
tending to a bartender.

The mayor of Paris’ first district, Jean-François 
Legaret, stated that “[the robbery] was a very 
violent, armed attack by a large, well-organized 
and professional gang. They are people who are 
already known by the police services.” The Paris 
Police Department released a Twitter statement 
on behalf of chief of police Michel Delpuech 
expressing gratitude for the quick reactions and 
professionalism of the responding officers that 
allowed for the arrest of three of the men. 

The five-star hotel is located in Place 
Vendôme, in Paris’ historical first district. The 
robbery raises questions about the security of 
the area, especially due to the close proximity 
of the Ministry of Justice.
(BBC, CNN, Washington Post, Paris Police Depart-
ment Twitter)

Country of the Month: Pitcairn Islands foster curiosity

THE MIDDLE OF NOWHERE: The secluded Pitcairn Islands accomodate a quaint harbor. 

CENTRAL ACCESS: The fallen bridge served as a portal to Bogotá.

The people in the vehicle were travelling to 
inspect gasoline storage facilities operated by the 
Colombian army. General Juan Vicente Trujillo, the 
head of the army’s aviation, ruled out an attack by 
rebel groups as the cause of the crash but informed 
journalists that the reason for the catastrophe “is 
still being investigated.” Only a year and a half after 
reaching a peace agreement with the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC), the government 
still fears other rebel groups who remain active in 
the area.
(Sources: CNN, BBC, NY Times, Reuters)

Submarine inventor Peter Madsen murders a journalist
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presence. Those who next came to the island in 1790 were the leading 
men in the well-known true story of the mutiny on The Bounty. Fol-
lowing the forced exile of their Commander, eight seafaring mutineers 
fled to Pitcairn with a few Tahitian guides and companions after 
abandoning the rest of their fellow sailors.

By 1800, though, only one of the original male settlers remained 
among the 10 Polynesian women and 23 children. The quaint colony 
tailored a culture unique to them; it was a European-diluted version 
of native islander life. This lean towards white ways of life tore into 

the cohesiveness between Tahitians and the Pitcairners as the latter 
group briefly emigrated to Tahiti in 1831.

Now, the permanent residents of Pitcairn enjoy a few simple 
institutions indicative of the island’s successful colonization. Pulau 
School is the only school in Adamstown, instructing younger children 
in their preschool and primary educations. In their teenage years, 
students typically attend boarding school in New Zealand. Adamstown 
also boasts a general store with three employees, a post office, gov-
ernment treasury, and curio shop. With limited jobs available on the 
island, residents turn to selling original products, like soap, honey, 
and stamps, through an online shop.

Pitcairn’s population has a 0 percent growth rate, and the latest 
birth on the island occurred over six years ago. Those who call Pitcairn 
home are pleading with outsiders to consider relocating to the island 
to keep its population and civilization afloat. 

If people have no aversion to the island’s remoteness, what may 
steer them away from Pitcairn is the island’s history of child sex abuse. 
In 2004, six men were arrested, including the mayor, on charges of sex 
offenses, jailing almost half of the island’s male population.

Even with only one town, the Pitcairn Islands manage to harbor an 
abundance of intriguing stories of its tenacious past, quaint present, 
and hopefully successful future.
(Sources: Government of the Pitcairn Islands, BBC, Daily Mail, CIA)
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DEADLY DESCENT: The crash occurred in the province of Antioquia.

by John Field
Editorial Editor

Prosecutors charged Danish submarine inventor Peter Madsen for 
the murder of Swedish freelance journalist Kim Wall on Jan. 16. In 
August, Wall planned to write a story about Madsen, who crowdfunds 
rockets and submarines. Although she initially contacted him to write 
about his rockets, she became interested in his submarines as well 
and wanted to go for a ride. However, both she and the submarine 
went missing. A private rescue party found the sinking submarine 
and pulled Madsen out of the wreckage.

According to police, Madsen had purposefully sunk his homemade 
60 foot UC3 Nautilus; authorities then took him into custody. Eleven 
days later, a passing cyclist discovered Wall’s limbless and headless 
torso with at least 14 stab wounds, though the cause of death was 
either strangulation or a knife wound in her neck. Months later, divers 
discovered several dismembered parts of Wall’s body and her clothes 
in weighed down plastic bags underwater. 

During questioning, Madsen admitted to dismembering her corpse, 
though he denied intentionally killing her. Throughout the months 
following the murder, Madsen repeatedly changed his accounts. Ini-
tially, he claimed that he had dropped her off in Copenhagen before 
his submarine sank, though he later said carbon monoxide poisoning 
was to blame. In September, he told a Danish court that he lost his 
grip on a hatch that crushed her skull, though her head, when dis-
covered, had no trauma. Madsen said that in his panic, giving her a 
“burial at sea” seemed like the right thing to do. He also once claimed 
that he planned to commit suicide after the accident by sinking his 
own submarine.

Wall was 30 years old and reported from Sri Lanka, the Marshall 
Islands, Cuba, and even North Korea. She graduated from the London 
School of Economics and obtained two master’s degrees from Columbia 
University. Her family described her as incredibly brave and helped 
raise 150,000 dollars for the Kim Wall memorial fund, which will be 
used to grant scholarships. On Mar. 23, the administartors will reveal 
a winner.

Madsen faced charges of not only homicide with prior planning, but 
dismemberment, mishandling a corpse, and improper sexual relations. 
Prosecutors are seeking a life sentence, which usually translates to 
15-17 years without parole in Denmark. Authorities may also place 
him in a mental institution depending on the results of a psychiatric 
examination. A jury will try Madsen on Mar. 8, and a final decision 
is expected in April.
(Sources: NY Times, Washington Post, BBC, Express, NPR)

SCANDINAVIAN SCANDAL: Journalist Kim Wall, Madsen’s victim, was a Swedish citizen.
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UNDER THE SEA: Before his crime, Madsen gained recognition for creating submarines.
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THE MIDDLE OF NOWHERE: The secluded Pitcairn Islands accommodate a quaint harbor. 
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