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Recently, an unknown source leaked a multitude 
of financial documents to the German newspaper 
Süddeutsche Zeitung. This leak has been collec-
tively dubbed the Paradise Papers, and sheds light 
on the affairs of many of the social elite, including 
politicians and celebrities, as well as institutions 
such as legal firms. The leak consisted of the off-
shore finances of the involved persons and exposed 
how the extremely wealthy use companies to min-
imize their taxes.

The Papers include over 1400 gigabytes of data 
filled with approximately 13.4 million documents 
of information dating from 1950 to last year. 
Over half of the documents can be traced to the 
offshore legal service provider Appleby, a law firm 
that supports individuals who wish to establish 
and register companies abroad. Appleby released a 
statement claiming that they “[have] thoroughly 
and vigorously investigated the allegations and 
are satisfied that there is no evidence of any 
wrongdoing, either on the part of [themselves] or 
[their] clients.” About 20 jurisdictions make up 
the additional millions of documents, including the 
Singapore-based international trust and corporate 
services provider Asiaciti Trust. 

The Paradise Papers episode is the fifth major 
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North Korea’s interest in developing its 
nuclear weapons is not only concerning to the 
US, but also to the citizens of North Korea. Resi-
dents of Kilju reported that the consequences of 
a nuclear test site on Mount Mantap, a mountain 
south of the town, were catastrophic. According 
to witnesses of these effects, the nuclear radia-
tion caused mothers to give birth to deformed 
babies and killed approximately 80 percent of 
the area’s vegetation.

Those conducting the six nuclear tests kept 
most citizens in the dark. While they informed 
families of North Korean soldiers so they could 
evacuate the area, most families were entirely 
unaware. Because of this secrecy, many children 
were born with serious defects. This high birth 
rate of deformed children resulted in a high 
mortality rate of infants as well. A defector in 
the area stated, “I personally saw corpses float-
ing down the river with their limbs severed,” an 
effect of the radiation on newborns. 

Witnesses in the area explain that nearly 
every form of life around the nuclear testing 
site is fighting to survive after such dramatic 
exposure to radiation. An overwhelming major-
ity of vegetation on the mountain died, which 
is reportedly a far larger amount than other 
unaffected mountains. Trout and pine mush-
rooms, species that used to be plentiful in the 
area, disappeared completely after the first 
nuclear test conducted in 2006. Wells carrying 
water down Mount Mantap dried up as well, 
as people conducted tests underground. The 
remaining water flowing down the mountain 
is likely contaminated, which could be a major 
cause of the consequences of the testing.

A Japanese television show reported these 
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Sophia the robot made international headlines on Oct. 25 when 
Saudi Arabia granted her citizenship. Former Disney Imagineer and 
leader of the artificial intelligence team at Hanson Robotics David 
Hanson created Sophia, who became the first robot with citizenship in 
the world. She became a full citizen in Saudi Arabia, upsetting many 
women in the country who are not citizens and do not have the same 
rights that Sophia does.

Sophia has feelings, a sense of humor, and is the only one of her 
kind in the world. However, she could soon have the company of 
other robots from other manufacturers like SoftBank, who released a 
prototype robot in 2014 and a consumer model one year later. 

Hanson designed Sophia to look like Audrey Hepburn. The company  
says, “Sophia embodies Hepburn’s classic beauty: porcelain skin, a 
slender nose, high cheekbones, an intriguing smile, and deeply expres-
sive eyes that seem to change color with the light.” They describe her 
as having “simple elegance” in hopes that it will help her in public. 

The most famous thing Sophia did before Saudi Arabia granted her 
citizenship rights was beat Jimmy Fallon in a nationally televised game 
of rock, paper, scissors. Now, Sophia is mimicking human movements 

COUNTRYSIDE CATASTROPHE: Bombs destroy Korean vegetation. 
courtesy wikimedia commons

effects of North Korean nuclear testing, which 
enraged North Korean leaders. They fought 
against these allegations, claiming the state-
ments were false and misinformed. The show 
claimed that the site is extremely unstable and 
unsafe to surrounding citizens; last month, for 
example, a tunnel collapsed on a group of con-
struction workers, killing hundreds. 

The current concern is the possible leakage 
of nuclear waste and radiation across the Sea 
of Japan to Japanese islands. The sixth nuclear 
test, which occurred on Sept. 3, has the poten-
tial to harm other countries through leakage. 
North Korean officials put their efforts toward 
preventing this. Officials are arresting anyone 
who boards trains in North Korea carrying leaves, 
water, or soil from Kilju County and are sending 
them to prison camps. Citizens of North Korea and 
of surrounding countries hope that the nuclear 
testing stops and that officials can effectively 
prevent further leakage. 
(Sources: Fox News, Independent)

Saudi Arabia grants Sophia the robot citizenship rights

HUMAN IN DISGUISE: Sophia the robot resembles a woman and emulates human emotions. 

SINGAPOREON SCANDAL: Papers were traced to the Asiaciti Trust. 

leak of financial papers in the past four years. Most 
recently the Panama Papers of 2016 involved the leak 
of 2600 gigabytes worth of data exposing the tax 
evasion of former or current heads of state, includ-
ing Vladimir Putin. In both incidents, the German 
news provider Süddeutsche Zeitung was the first to 
obtain the information from the leaks. They then 
handed authority to the International Consortium 
of Investigative Journalists, a global network of over 
200 journalists in 70 countries which is currently 
examining the project. 

Among those exposed are high-ranking heads 
of state, as well as the household-name companies 
Apple, Twitter, and Facebook. The Papers revealed 
President Donald Trump’s Commerce Secretary 
Wilbur Ross’s stake in the shipping company Navi-
gator, which has links to Russian President Vladimir 
Putin. Additionally, the Queen of England has 
invested millions of pounds from her private estate 
into a fund based in the Cayman Islands. Some of 
these funds went to a retailer previously indicted 
with exploiting poor families.

While the Paradise Papers are not the biggest 
leak in recent years, the scale of information they 
contain brings to light the undercover, high-profile 
dealings of the socially affluent.
(Sources: BBC News, NY Times, TIME, The Guardian)

Air quality in Delhi deteriorates, harming local citizens
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and exploring the world. Sophia expressed how ecstatic she was to 
be the country’s newest citizen, explaining, “It is historic to be the 
first robot in the world granted citizenship,” while shying away from 
the controversy of being a robot portraying a woman in Saudi Arabia.

Meanwhile, Sophia faces the hostility of Saudi Arabian women. 
Under Saudi law, a male guardian must accompany all women in public 
as well as the women must wear a hijab, but Sophia does not have 
to do either. Women in Saudi Arabia must also have a male family 
member grant them permission to study abroad, travel, and other 
activities.  Many question if Sophia must follow the same laws that 
the other Saudi women have to follow in the kingdom now that she 
is a citizen. Saudi Arabia does not grant citizenship to non-Muslims, 
foreign workers who make up a third of its population, nor families 
that have lived in the country for generations. Children of Saudi women 
who marry foreign men cannot receive citizenship, even if they are 
born and raised in the country.

However, Sophia does not have the programming ability to answer 
or explain her citizenship. Instead, she focuses on using her artificial 
intelligence (AI) to help human lives. Sophia strives to be an empa-
thetic robot as Hanson designed her AI around human values including 
wisdom, kindness, and compassion. Sophia has even been on the cover 
of a fashion magazine, in an Audi, and starred in a concert. Sophia 
continues to give speeches to the public and announces her desire to 
help humans have a better life.
(Sources: ABC, CNBC, Business Insider, Forbes, Washington Post)
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SOCIAL STORM: The documents exposed Twitter and Facebook.  
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In Delhi, the capital of India, recent warnings have advised citi-
zens not venture outdoors due to extreme smog levels. The smog also 
caused educational facilities to shut down last Wednesday, and schools 
are yet to schedule a date to resume school. The Central Pollution 
Control Board’s index measure the the air quality pollutants to be at 
the severe level of 500. The government deems any pollutant level 
above 100 unhealthy. 

People living in Delhi report that their eyes sting from the outside 
air, and the toll on their lungs feels as if they are smoking an equivalent 
of 50 cigarettes every day. The visibility levels are low because the 
smog takes on a fog-like appearance. Citizens struggle to see even 15 
feet in the distance. When outdoors, the government advises citizens 
to wear masks at all times, regardless of their age.

For human health, the conditions of the smog layer are mainly 
hazardous to the heart and lungs. They can increase asthma symptoms 
and cause chronic bronchitis. Long term effects may even include lung 
cancer, lower life expectancy, skin diseases, and prevention of proper 
lung function. Constant exposure to the smog particles may allow 
them to enter the bloodstream and clog arteries as well. 

Although these conditions may seem extreme, this is a common 
occurrence for the city of Delhi. It is estimated that gas-like conditions 
envelop the city about once every year. Delhi is already considered one 
of the most polluted cities in the world, according to the World Health 

Organization. Studies demonstrate that India’s pollution problem may 
be the cause of 2.5 million deaths.

The air within this gas cloud is poisonous and is the result of 
construction site dust, farmers burning their crops, the burning of 
coal and garbage, and the lack of wind. In USA Today, Environmental 
Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan stated, “Every possible step required to 

tackle the situation has already been identified, and the need of the 
hour is to put them into action.” 

The current smog blanket refuses to budge due to high humidity 
levels. In addition, wind levels spiked, bringing in an increased number 
of pollutants that are now trapped in the smog envelope. According 
to SAFAR, there is an “increase in the concentration of fine particles 
of pollutants.”

As a small step towards resolving its air quality issues, Delhi placed 
bans on firecracker sales during the Diwali Hindu festival and taxed 
trucks passing through the city. The Delhi government also encourages 
people to carpool or use public transportation if possible, to stay 
inside, and not to smoke. 
(Sources: USA Today, The Guardian, Economic Times, The Indian 
Express, NPR)

BIRD’S EYE VIEW: Aerial shots of India reveal horrible air quality precipitated by fires.  
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CURTAIN OF SMOG: A thick layer of smoke and dust covers Delhi, India’s capital city.  
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