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• AP Euro is 
   demanding
• EPA deserves 
   funds

In their second 
year of high school, 

students have a very 
important decision to 
make: whether or not 
they want to take AP 
European History. This 
rigorous college-level 

course is one of the APs a sophomore can take. 
AP Euro has both its pros and cons.  The benefits 
include the possibility of receiving college credits, 
boosting one’s GPA, and students receiving the 
opportunity to pursue their interests. On the 
other side, as this course is at college level, it is 
a demanding time commitment and creates an 
abundance of stress for young students due to 
the large quantities of homework and 
mentally tasking assignments.

In AP Euro, daily homework 
consists of reading a long chapter 
and answering complex questions. 
Students find themselves staying 
up through the night struggling 
to complete their assignments, 
balancing this requirement with 
homework from other classes. Soph-
omore and student athlete Samantha 
Gundotra states “AP Euro takes a majority of 
my homework time; I run out of time for my other 
homework.” Are these questions more valuable 
than precious sleep? Of course not! One teen 
necessity, especially in high school, is sleep. 

More important than the lack of sleep is 
whether or not some students have the ability to 
take on such a challenging class. Are students at 
the age of 15 years ready for this type of class? 
Is it healthy for students to be under such large 
amounts of stress? In some cases, no. Accord-
ing to researcher Glenn Sharfman, “High school 
students, especially sophomores and juniors, are 

AP Euro is too laborious
by Reegan McCluskey 
Opinion Editor

The poor treatment of Natives irritates van Miltenburg
by Cole van Miltenburg
Editor-in-Chief

You hear it more and 
more often, rather sar-
castically or sardonically, 
that California should 
secede and become its 
own independent coun-
try, and I’m all for it. 
Putting aside my liber-

tarian anarchist views for a minute, the idea of an 
independent California has a lot to offer to aver-
age California 
D emoc ra t s , 
not just gun-
toting militia-
men.

 I  f i r s t 
want to make 
the appeal for 
an peaceful, 
orderly exit of  
California from 
the good-US-of-
A on the grounds of 
immigration. Since 1875, 
jurisdiction over the issue of 
immigration and naturalization has been 
solely a federal issue. In the last few decades, 
though, California has loosened its enforcement 
of federal immigration law and is now a “sanctuary 
state.” This designation does not stop the federal 
government from breaking down immigrants’ doors 
and tearing apart families. If California seceded, it 
could decide for itself how it wants to control its 
border without the threat of the federal govern-
ment stealing members of our multicultural society. 

Additionally, the one-size-fits-all immigration 
policies of the federal government do not make eco-
nomic sense. Why should California farmers have to 
suffer because immigration might depress wages in 
manufacturing states? Not only would California be 

CA must exit from the US
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able to stop nasty ICE raids, but we could pinpoint 
when we need more immigration and match that 
need to the ebbs and flows of the labor market. Not 
only am I talking about agricultural labor from the 
south, but also immigration from Asia and other 
regions with regards to the Silicon Valley. Many of 
the top tech companies have complained about the 
strict rules for employing green card workers and 
the endless bureaucratic paperwork. 

The next problem that a free California could 
alleviate is cultural. As a nation, we have begun 
to stratify and divide since the election. The vast 

majority of 
C a l i f o r -
n i a  j u s t 
doesn’t feel 

a deep con-
nection to a 

federal gov-
ernment that’s 

run by someone 
so hostile to their 

state. Why should 
California live under 

the control of any  
president let alone the 
current one? 

Finally, let me 
dissuade some of the common and 

irrational concerns regarding secession. No, Cali-
fornia won’t be economically better off if it stays. 
We give more in federal taxes than we receive. There 
exists no agency or resource California not provide 
for itself separate from the federal government. 
I’m not going for autarky; we would possibly have 
even a more open trade policy. Also, no, California 
does not need protectection. Military spending is 
a racket and California would be just as safe from 
foreign invasion as Mexico or Canada.

You know you want it, a free California would 
be killer. 
(Sources: San Jose Mercury News, Sacramento Bee)

not like college students. A collection of 15-, 16-, 
and 17-year-olds are normally at a different stage 
of intellectual and moral development than are 
college students. Treating a high school student 
like a college student does not always do them a 
favor.” Most high school students are not ready 
for a college course. 

According to College Board, last year’s partici-
pants in the course increased by 3,000 children in 
California. Do more students sign up for the course 
due to interests or feeling pressure by college 
applications? If schools allow only seniors to take 
the class, younger students could save themselves 
the pressure. Schools such as Leigh, Gunn, and 
Cupertino don’t offer the course at all. In addition, 
shifting the class towards seniors could improve 
the overall scores. Scores from 2016 show that 
fewer than eight percent of participants scored a 

five on the AP exam and fewer than 20 percent 
received a four. 

 Since AP Euro is one of the 
courses sophomores can take, 
is this sole AP class a sufficient 

indication of other APs offered at 
the school? Not all APs available 
at LGHS  dominate homework time. 

After finishing this course or becoming 
discouraged by the workload, impres-

sionable students could attach a nega-
tive connotation to AP classes, causing 

students to avoid other AP offerings. Junior Olivia 
Fox took AP Euro last year, and she thinks “AP 
Euro was more homework than my [AP] science 
courses I am taking this year.” AP Euro is not a 
great indication of the variety of AP classes offered 
here at LGHS.   

AP Euro can help students, but also creates 
large amounts of stress and depletes hours spent 
on other homework assignments. Students should 
be educated about the course they are signing up 
for, understanding that APs will occupy a majority 
of their time. 
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 A dark and unacknowledged history 
exists behind the treatment of Native Ameri-
cans in the US. For nearly five hundred years, 
natives have had their land stolen, culture 
erased, and people subject to violence and 
discrimination in various forms. Discrimina-
tion against Native American communities 
still occurs today and goes unnoticed; the 

lack of awareness surrounding these issues is disheartening and more 
must be done to ensure the wellbeing of the original inhabitants of  
our country.

In 1830, President Andrew Jackson signed 
the Indian Removal Act, authorizing areas 
of land west of the Mississippi for Indians in 
order to make more room for white settlers in 
the eastern states. What followed was the Trail 
of Tears, a forced resettlement process which 
resulted in the deaths of thousands due to 
hunger and disease. About twenty years later, 
the reservation system was created under the 
guise of preserving Native American culture and 

tradition. However, over time, this system has in many ways worsened 
the quality of life for natives and increased their dependency on the 
US government. The government has done very little to ensure that 
Native Americans on reservations have a healthy standard of living.

Life on a reservation is filled with poverty and many other hard-
ships. Forty percent of housing on reservations is considered inad-
equate, and thirty percent of homes are overcrowded. Moreover, less 
than fifty percent of reservation homes have basic plumbing, and it 
is not uncommon for houses to lack other basic utilities like gas and 
electricity. Native Americans have the highest unemployment rate and 
lowest high school graduation rate among any ethnic group in the 
US. Along with this, natives face serious health issues: they have the 
highest suicide rate and the lowest life expectancy among any group 

of Americans.
Not only is the treatment of Native Ameri-

cans by the government unacceptable, but 
the representation of natives in the media 
is often inadequate and offensive, further-
ing harmful stereotypes and the erasure of 
their culture. Native Americans are often 
excluded in the narrative of diversity which 
has gained increasing support throughout 
the past decade. This is ironic given not only 

that Native Americans are a 
marginalized minority, but also 
that these original settlers of 
America are so often and easily 
forgotten. In 2013, Native 
Americans made up 2 percent 
of the US population, but only 
0.4 percent of characters in 
popular films and TV shows. 
This has been shown to have a 
negative psychological effect 
on teenagers in the Native 
American community.

The US government and 
citizens must do more to reach 
out to native communities, especially those on reservations. People 
must recognize the importance of preserving Native American 
communities and culture, and how this ties into portraying Native 
Americans accurately and more often in the media. America must 
do more to allocate resources to the poverty-stricken communities 
which are home to those who have lived on this land for thousands  
of years.
(Sources: Journalists Resourcce, Native American Aid)

 Taylor Swift is back with a bang, or 
so it seems. After the release of her new 
song, “Look What You Made Me Do,” on 
Aug. 25, fans and bystanders everywhere 
have mixed emotions about “the new 
Taylor.” Despite feelings of confusion 
among many, Swift’s new music video 
has broken the record for the most views 

received for a video in 24 hours on YouTube and Vevo. On Spotify, it 
was listened to 10.1 million times in its first day on the streaming 
service, setting the record for the biggest debut of a song on the 
app.

As for me, I have not participated in any of this adoration. In 
fact, I stopped listening to the song after just a minute because 
I felt such a strong rush of dislike for the supposed “diss track.” 
Swift’s speaking-singing combination gave this track a sense of 
immaturity, which counteracted the “edgy” vibe the song seemed 

Swift’s new song shines a bad light on her reputation
by Tatum Jenkins
Humor Editor

to want to express to its listeners and the people, such as Kanye 
West, at whom it seems to be directed.

West is believed by many to be the subject of 
this song because of their feud in June 2016, 
when he included negative lyrics about Swift 
in his song “Famous.” Evidence of this belief 
comes from Swift’s mention of a tilted stage, 
like the one Kanye had on his most recent 
tour, snake imagery, and references to Kim 
Kardashian’s Paris robbery incident sprinkled 
throughout the music video for the new track.

I think “Look What You Made Me Do” and 
what it stands for are only putting Swift in a 
bad light. She’s digging at feuds that happened 
months ago and trying to make herself the domi-
nant person in these situations. In reality, she’s only 
making herself look worse. If she were to act wisely, she would’ve 
released a great song in a style that she wants instead of trying 
to mimic what others are creating, and she would’ve tried to heal 

broken relationships with other celebrities.
 I think she sees the release of this song and its cor-

responding video as a way to destroy her reputation 
as a “good girl” and give herself the upper hand 

in all of her feuds with other celebrities. This 
episode only reminds me of Miley’s crazy 
phase when she twerked at the VMAs and 
attempted to break out of her youthful 
stardom by doing ridiculous things that 
she knew would spark an overwhelmingly 
big reaction. As we observed from Cyrus’s 

actions and what we will probably see with 
Swift’s future career moves, this only makes  

the celebrity look childish and, ultimately,  
seem lost.
For someone who’s releasing an album entitled 

“reputation,” Swift seems to be doing a horrible job recreating and 
maintaining her own image.
(Sources: People, Cosmopolitan)
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