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• Prevent the 
   use of plastic
• Athletes 
   should kneel

 In 2011, inventor 
Evan Spiegel developed 

a sensational app called 
Snapchat. This successful 
addition to social media 
targets the teen and young 
adult population. Snap-
chat has gone through 

countless updates and daily filters. One of the 
most recent updates, the 
Snapchat Map, quickly 
crossed the boundary 
of safety and personal 
information. The Snap 
Map allows its 173 million 
daily worldwide users to 
check on their friends’  
specific locations. 

Concerns have begun 
to surface regarding the 
accuracy of the loca-
tions. By zooming in on a 
desired user the map pro-
vides a detailed location 
that specifies the exact 
street address and house. 
Specific locations can dis-
close a person’s address or 
route they take to get home, which creates issues  
of safety.

A majority of active Snapchat users want as many 
people as possible to follow them, so they can brag 
about their activities or receive exposure. This desire 
to attain followers means users often accept anyone 
willing to follow them. Although it may seem harm-
less to accept friends or even friends of friends, with 
this new update aimlessly allowing random people 
to follow you is unsafe and irresponsible. 

by Reegan McCluskey
Opinion Editor

We must discourage the purchase of single-use plastics
by Connor Holland
Media Production Editor

Released just this 
past June, the Snapchat 
update included the new 
feature Snapchat Maps. 
By pinching our phone 
screens with Snapchat 
open, we are able to 
see the locations of our 

Snapchat friends-via their Bitmojis-displayed 
on a map. This feature allows us to know where 
our friends are at any given moment of the 
day and, sometimes, even what they  
are doing. 

Though controversial, this new 
maps feature is more beneficial 
than destructive. Whether you 
are out by yourself or with a 
friend, using Snapchat Maps is a 
way to meet up with others and 
help you become more 
social by creating more 
personal bonds with your 
Snapchat friends. With 
social media consuming the 
lives of teenagers these 
days, having Snap-
chat Maps encour-
ages teenagers to 
create actual connec-
tions with their peers. Fea-
tured on one of the most popular 
apps in the world, this new feature is 
changing the way teenagers and other Snapchat 
users connect with each other. 

Though some may argue that this new update is 
a violation of their privacy, we must keep in mind 
that sharing your location on Snapchat Maps is 
optional. Users of the app are able to hide their 

El Gato staff debates the benefits and effects Snapmaps
by Shannon Enriquez
Humor Editor

location by simply clicking “ghost mode” on their 
profile. Those not using the “ghost mode” are 
given more positive side effects and the ability to 
connect with others more frequently. 

Telling yourself that your weekend will be the 
most eventful one, only to find yourself on a Sat-
urday afternoon sitting at home watching Netflix 
may have you feeling like an utter disappointment. 
It’s not until you take a break from binge watching 
a new TV show and look on Snapchat Maps to find 
that all of your friends are at home doing the same 
exact thing, that you are reminded that everyone 

is much more alike than you may think. 
Snapchat Maps also allows users 

to view events that are happening 
in different countries all over the 
world, via that event’s Snapchat 
Story, displayed by heat spots 
in different areas on the map. 
Whether it is a polo match in 

Monaco or a Trump Rally in 
Alabama, Snapchat users 
can view these events 
live, keeping them up to 
date with worldwide cur-

rent events. For instance, 
last night, I watched 

a girl from Malaysia 
take a cable car ride 
from the ocean to 
the rainforest from 

my bed. Being able 
to view such diverse events 

makes me realize how accessible it is to get 
a true sense of different cultures around the world. 

Sure, not everyone in Malaysia takes cable car 
rides every day, but seeing that such events do 
occur, through an app on my phone, shows how 
much technology has advanced and how Snapchat 
Maps is taking advantage of this success. 

 For instance, what if one of your friends 
accepted a follow request from a random person 
a couple of months ago, but forgets about this 
person after a couple of weeks. After the Snap 
Map update, now all followers including the 
random individual have the ability to find your 
friend’s every location, which could easily be their 
house. According to Dani Deahl, a journalist for 
The Verge, ”Snap Map shows exactly where you are 
every time you open the app; there are a number 
of dangerous scenarios...What if you’re walking by 

yourself and get a ping 
that a friend sent you 
a Snap message, so you 
read it?” All of these 
possibilities  should 
be taken into account 
before accepting the 
new feature. 

The Snap Map also 
brings up another 
question: why is there 
a need for the feature 
in the first place? Do 
people really need 
to know where their 
friends are every time 
they aren’t together? 
Of course not; friends 
should hang out with 

each other instead of tracking each other down 
like animals. The application’s new addition 
violates the privacy and personal information 
of users. 

People should be careful and thoroughly  
read the update descriptions before blindly selecting 
“allow.” If users begin seeing social media through 
a skeptical eye, safety and privacy will significantly  
improve. 
(Sources: Slate, KVRR, The Verge, Omnicore)
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Plastics are one of the 
most prevalent materials used 
to manufacture Americans’ 
consumer goods; they are 
useful due to their water resis-
tance, low production cost, and 
durability. Although plastics have 
seemingly endless utility, their 

wonderful properties come with exorbitant environmental 
costs. Plastics are degrading environmental health worldwide, 
and the products plaguing the earth most are those designed 
for a single use and consequential disposal or recycling. These 
single-use plastics should be banned in the US. 

Scientists recently conducted a study to estimate the 
total global amount of plastics ever produced. The result 
was a horrifying 8.3 billion metric tons. Of the 8.3 billion 
tons, 6.3 billion end up as plastic waste in landfills. These 
resulting plastics slough off from the landfills into natural 
environments, and usually find their way to the ocean, creat-
ing ecological mayhem.

Oceans, unfortunately, have come to be considered the 
plastic sinks of the earth. Littered plastics blow or wash into 
storm drains where they meander down rivers until they 

eventually reach the ocean. This process is very common 
for single-use plastic bags which are abundant and easily 

carried by wind. It is estimated that single-use plastic bags 
cause 100,000 sea animal deaths annually due to inges-
tion and entanglement, and that figure only accounts 
for found animals. Furthermore, plastics in the ocean 
eventually break down after 20-1000 years depending on 
the plastic and ocean conditions. Broken down plastics 
are devastating for ocean health because they retain the 
same harmfulness as whole plastics when ingested by sea 
life, but they are miniscule. This makes microplastics 
impossible to recollect, and therefore, they are much 
more dangerous than whole plastics since they will 
remain in the oceans forever.

Many claim that single-use plastics are harmless 
because a majority of them can be recycled, and there-
fore, little to no litter will accumulate in oceans and 
other natural environments. Obviously this is not the 

case; natural environments, both terrestrial and aquatic, 
are smothered in single use recyclable plastics. 

There is some disconnect in the recycling process 
– and this lies in the disposers. According to a study 

conducted in 2014, only 9.5 percent of American 
plastic waste was recycled. This is unaccept-
able and unsustainable. Therefore, the solution 
becomes clear. If people cannot be trusted to 
dispose of their single use plastics responsibly, 
we must ban these plastics. 

Fortunately, there are easy alternatives to 
almost all single-use plastic products since 
they are conveniences rather than necessities. 
One-time use plastic bottles, shopping bags, 
utensils, cups, and containers all have alterna-
tive products made from a reusable material. 
Therefore, with or without a ban on single 
use plastics, a switch to alternatives can 
make a big difference with minimal effort.  
(Sources: BBC News, National Geographic,  
xThe Balance)

People correctly condemn high school 
as a place that restrains individuals from 
being themselves for fear of not fitting in. 
As ridiculous and cliché as it sounds, it is 
obviously very true. I am sick of hearing 
and seeing people do things just because 
their friends do it or allowing their friends 
to influence their life or choices. People 

need to stop copying their friends’ behavior and not let other people 
influence the way they live their lives. 

Not long ago, I witnessed a situation where someone broke up 
with his girlfriend of over a year simply because he didn’t want to 
be in a relationship anymore. The news came as a bit of a surprise 
to me, and while I support his decision to do what will make him 
happiest, I noticed that shortly before, one of his best friends had 
done the same thing. I completely back their decisions, but still 
have a gut feeling that the second friend only mimicked the actions 
of the first friend. As it turns out, the two girls got together and 
compared texts received from the boys, which matched up with 
each other word for word. I personally believe that that behavior is 
unacceptable, but that fact just solidifies my belief in the presence 
of copycat behavior. 

Do not allow others to influence your relationships  
by Dana Cook
Editor-in-Chief

It is equally unfair for the girl in the second broken relationship 
as it is for the boy, because both of them are missing out on some-
thing potentially comforting, fun, and beneficial, just because the 
boy is afraid to stand on his own and be different from his friends.

Another situation I’ve witnessed is two people not dating 
because one person dated one of the others’ friends. I respect the 
whole “sisters before misters” mantra, but in reality high school 
relationships are not that serious and people shouldn’t have 
to miss out on trying new things and relationships with other 
people. If a friend tells you that 
you cannot be with a certain  
person because they already 
were, you need to reeval-
uate that friendship be-
cause no friend should 
advise you against 
something that could 
make you happy.

I believe that pe-
ople too easily fall 
victim to influence, 
whether voluntary or 
not, from their friends or 
peers in regards to who they 

talk to or have relations with. I hate the idea that just because “she 
dated him” or “he is best friends with him” that people have to follow 
the unwritten or unspoken rules of society in high school. Students 
and people in general need to realize and stop their copycat behavior 
in order to fully develop as individuals. Students need to be cognizant 
of not only their copycat behavior, but also behavior shaped by the 
influence their friends have over them. Don’t let your peers or sup-
posed friends stop you from experimenting and branching out to 
different people. Don’t miss out on opportunities and relationships 

in fear of what people might think  
or say. 
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